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AFP Mahoning-Shenango Recognized for Diversity Efforts
attendees at our programs. This designation is important to our Chapter because we have worked hard
over the last four years to make this a reality through
Diversity and Inclusion Strategic Planning. It’s woven
through our organization’s fabric of work!

On April 14 AFP MASH was among 82 chapters
that were recognized as a 2017 Friends of Diversity awardee at the Association of Fundraising
Professionals international conference in New
Orleans, LA, for accomplishing key objectives
outlined in the advancing diversity strategic goal.
This designation encourages chapters to perform
activities designed to increase diversity and inclusion within fundraising and public awareness
of the importance of philanthropy in all cultures.
MASH Members Laura Dewberry and Debbie
Liptak, who are current and immediate past
Diversity Committee chairpersons, respectively,
shared their thoughts on the accomplishment.

Q. What work was undertaken leading up to the Friends of
Diversity designation?

A. The Diversity Committee did an internal audit which
consisted of a survey to the board that helped to identify areas where our Chapter could work toward goals
that we could achieve. We reached out to the Mahoning
Valley foundations for support in cultivating future board
members, as well as opportunities for new members and

For events, news, and job postings, please
“like” AFP Mahoning /Shenango
Chapter on Facebook!

Q. What are specific actions AFP MASH will take that align
with this designation?
A. AFP MASH offers at least one diversity program
each year for members and non-members. However, we
strive for diversity with our attendees for all programs.
This year (2018) we allotted scholarship funds to allow
diverse individuals the ability to attend any program
within the calendar year for free. We are working with
The Raymond John Wean Foundation for a list of individuals involved with the Foundation that may want
to take advantage of this opportunity. We know the
Wean Foundation is well-connected with newer and/
or grassroots nonprofit organizations around the Ma-
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honing Valley, and we know that individuals involved
with those organizations struggle to find the funding
for professional development opportunities. We want
to help! Board members will either personally reach
out and invite diverse individuals to take advantage of
these scholarship funds or anyone that is interested is
welcome to touch base with Laura Dewberry, Diversity Chairperson, LJDewberry@ysu.edu.

Q. What do you think has been successful for our Chapter and what challenges do you think still exist?

A. Diversity is more than just race, and while our
Chapter struggles with racial diversity, we also struggle with diversity in other areas. Currently, our membership is made up of majority Caucasian females
from Mahoning and Trumbull Counties. We need to
reach out to a younger audience, males, those with
different ethnicities, and those fundraisers and nonprofit professionals from the Shenango Valley (Western
PA) to make our membership base and programs more

diverse overall. We hope that diverse individuals can
take advantage of these scholarship funds to attend a
program, enjoy the program and networking opportunities presented, then join AFP (dues assistance scholarships are also available), and then become a leader
on our Chapter’s Board of Directors.

Q. What would you say to someone of a diverse background who hesitates to get involved with AFP MASH?

A. Please do not hesitate! Our current board members
and membership base are the most experienced fundraisers and nonprofit professionals in the Mahoning
& Shenango Valley, and we want you to join AFP and
take advantage of our excellent programs presented by
national and regional speakers and mentorship opportunities. We are here for you. The individuals involved
in AFP are “the best of the best,” but we all can learn
from each other and help each other grow personally
and professionally. •

Do You Know An Inspiring Philanthropist? Nominate Them Now ...
Nominations are open to nominate a person, couple, organization or business who makes a
difference in the community!
Awards are given in the following categories: Outstanding Philanthropist Award, Outstanding
Corporate Philanthropist Award, Outstanding Small Business Philanthropist Award, Outstanding
Volunteer Fundraiser Award, Outstanding Volunteer Fundraiser Group Award, Outstanding Young
Philanthropist Award, and Legacy Award.
For more information about nominations, please visit www.afpmash.org.

Chapter Happenings ...
AFP MASH was well-represented
at the International Conference in April
with seven members in attendance!
If you’d like to learn more about this
experience, please let us know and we
will connect you with a past attendee!

Nineteen people took advantage of a FREE program on April 20 called Grant Research: Navigating the New Foundation
Directory Online presented by Salley Freaney, Grant Center Librarian, Public Library of Youngstown and Mahoning
County. The library is one of a few locally that has this advanced grant research software.

2018-2019 AFP MASH
Board Members
•
Join us! There are many
committees & ways
to be involved!
Contact afpmash@gmail.com
to learn more!

Mark
Your
Calendars!
Take advantage of these upcoming networking & learning opportunities!
GRANT WRITING SPECIAL TOPICS: THE LETTER OF
INQUIRY, ADVANCED BUDGETING, Q&A*

Presented by Brian Schultz, Community Outreach
Manager at The Foundation Center, Cleveland
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Friday, May 18, 2018
Public Library of Youngstown & Mahoning Valley
305 Wick Ave., Youngstown, OH 44503
Cost: $15 Members & Non-Members (Lunch provided)
•
ETHICS: ACCEPTING GIFTS FROM PABLO ESCOBAR &
OTHER DILEMMAS FACED BY FUNDRAISERS & NGOS*

Presented by Robbe Healey, MBA, NHA, ACFRE,
of Simpson Senior Services
9 to 11 a.m. on Wednesday, June 20, 2018
Avalon at Buhl Park
1030 Forker Blvd., Sharon PA 16146
Cost: $25 Members/$35 Non-Members (Brunch provided)
•
SMALL SHOP FUNDRAISERS MIXER

Network with small shop/small staff fundraisers and
share ideas, experiences & business cards!
5:30 to 7 p.m. on Thursday, July 26, 2018
Courtyard Marriott Bistro/Patio
4173 Westford Place, Canfield, OH 44406
Cost: Free with Complimentary Hors d’oeuvres/Cash Bar

MEDIA TRAINING: TARGETING YOUR MESSAGE
FOR TV, RADIO & DIGITAL MEDIA*

Presented by Lauren Lindvig of Tradigital Marketing
8:30 to 10:30 a.m. on Thursday, Sept, 13, 2018
Avalon Inn & Resort
9519 E Market St, Warren, OH 44484
Cost: $15 Members/$25 Non-Members (Breakfast provided)
•
NATIONAL PHILANTHROPY DAY

Celebrate outstanding philanthropists who make our
community a better place!
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 16, 2018
Mr. Anthony’s
9519 E Market St, Warren, OH 44484
Cost: $35 per person (Lunch provided)
•
THE LASTING IMPACT OF LEAVING A LEGACY*

Panel discussion with local professionals
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 6, 2018
Youngstown Country Club
1402 Country Club Drive, Youngstown, OH 44505
Cost: TBD
*CFRE Credit Pending

Scholarship Assistance Available to MASH Members
All members of AFP Mahoning-Shenango Chapter may request assistance with their membership dues.
You are encouraged to apply for educational scholarships that will assist in your professional development,
enhance your fundraising skills, and serve your organization with increased commitment to our profession.
There are several categories of membership, and dues assistance of up to $125* will be made
available to applicants who are or commit to becoming active members of AFP by attending programs on
a regular basis and serving on at least one chapter committee. Educational assistance also is available to
help members participate in local, regional and national trainings and conferences. If you have
questions regarding dues assistance or educational scholarships or would like to obtain
an application, please email afpmash@gmail.com.
*Amount of reimbursement depends on the level of membership.

