
NOVEMBER 12, 2021

NATIONAL PHILANTHROPY DAY ® 



On behalf of the Mahoning/Shenango Chapter of the Association of Fundraising
Professionals, thank you for joining us for our 31st annual celebration of National
Philanthropy Day!

National Philanthropy Day (NPD) is a special time set aside to recognize the great
contributions of philanthropy - and those people active in the philanthropic community -
to the enrichment of our world.

NPD was originally conceived of and organized by Douglas Freeman in the 1980s, and the
first official events were held in 1986 after President Reagan signed the official NPD
proclamation. This day provides an opportunity to reflect on the meaning of giving and all
that it has made possible. NPD celebrates the endless contributions that individuals and
organizations across the world make to countless causes and missions.
 
Our Chapter will join nonprofit organizations around the nation to honor donors and
volunteers whose gifts of time, talent and treasure contribute significantly to the success
of nonprofit agencies and make a positive impact in our world. This luncheon provides a
unique occasion for our organization to publicly express our appreciation to those who
do so much to enhance philanthropic support in our community.

I am so proud to be a part of this organization, and humbled to be surrounded by those
that truly make a difference.

Colleen Kelly

President, AFP Mahoning-Shenango Chapter

Senior DIrector of Organizational Advancement,
Youngstown Business Incubator

National Philanthropy Day
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AFP Mahoning-Shenango
National Philanthropy Day Committee

Front Row: Leah Sakacs, Elinor Zedaker, Kathleen Austrino, Linda Kostka, Liz McGarry
Back Row: Helen Paes, Rebecca Keck, Tyler Adams, Luke Politsky, Susan Berny, JoAnn Stock
Not Pictured: James Baber, Kimberly Deichert
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Elinor Zedaker, Fund Development Consultant



Each year since 2014, over fifty students at Neshannock High School have held a fundraiser to
honor the memory of Lucy Beal and to raise money for UPMC Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh. 

Layups for Lucy has donated over $180,000 to the Children’s Hospital, given individual grants to
students and families to help offset ongoing medical expenses, and has been a major supporter of
Camp Wakchazi, the area’s only sibling bereavement camp. 

This group of students, created by Grace Beal and now led by Neshannock senior Eliza Beal,
organizes and plans all aspects of the annual Layups for Lucy fundraiser. At the event itself, the
students do everything from collecting admissions to announcing the student/faculty game to
manning the tables of raffle baskets and concessions. They also hold a summer meeting and
cornhole tournament. Last year, they put on a drive in movie so that they could have a COVID safe
event for the entire community.

Outstanding Young Philanthropists
Layups for Lucy

Outstanding Volunteer Fundraising Group
Lou Blaney Family Volunteers

Kate Blaney and her family have been a major catalyst in raising funds and awareness of Alzheimer’s
Disease. Under the leadership and dedicated efforts of Kate Blaney, the volunteer group has held
the Lou Blaney Memorial Race at Sharon Speedway in Trumbull County for thirteen years. Lou was a
sprint car driver at the Sharon Speedway. He also raced nationally and was inducted into the Sprint
Hall of Fame. 

After years of marriage, raising two sons, and working together at the Blaney lumber company, Lou
and Kate’s journey together took an unexpected turn in 2002. Lou sustained a head injury which
resulted in a diagnosis of Alzheimer’s Disease. The Blaney family turned to the professional staff of
Alzheimer’s Association of Greater East Ohio for care, support, and education. Because of the 
 tremendous help they received from the Alzheimer’s Association, the Blaney family knew their
philanthropic efforts would be directed to the Alzheimer’s Association and its support of families
navigating this disease.

Since Lou’s passing, the annual Lou Blaney Memorial Race raises funds to support the Mahoning
Valley Walk to End Alzheimer’s. This year, the Blaney family raised the largest amount - $23,000. In
addition, Lou and Kate’s grandson, Ryan, who has been very successful as a NASCAR driver, has
contributed many thousands of dollars from his personal foundation to support the effort.

Kate’s inspiration in the community has been widespread having been named the Alzheimer’s
Association 2011 Honoree. She has also served as a member of the Guardian Angels, a volunteer
group appointed by the Trumbull County Probate Court, to help older adults without family or
caregivers to accommodate their needs. 



Scott R. Schulick is First Vice-President/Investments for Stifel, Nicolaus & Co., Inc. He has devoted
time and energy to raise money for nearly every civic organization that he has been involved,
especially the formation and support for Youngstown Cityscape. He has been active in numerous
civic boards and committees throughout his career, including Rotary Club of Youngstown, Mahoning
Valley Historical Society, Community Corrections Association, Diocese of Youngstown Foundation,
Youngstown State University Foundation, Rich Center for Autism and Stambaugh Auditorium.

Scott began his volunteer fundraising efforts at an early age attending St. Brendan School by selling
World’s Finest Chocolate and being the top seller at Ursuline High School’s annual raffle calendar
drive. These humble fundraising initiatives sparked an interest to raise money for Catholic schools
which continued long after his graduation as he helped to establish the St. Brendan School
Endowment Fund, chairing multiple fundraising events, and co-chairing a city-wide event with The
Youngstown Symphony, “Christmas in the City,” to support the Catholic Schools across Youngstown.

Education has always been a key component of Scott’s fundraising activities. Scott believes that in
order to advance our region, we must advance the education attainment level of our citizens, with
scholarship endowments a key to achieving that goal. He has been an active volunteer fundraiser on
nearly every Youngstown State University initiative over the past 25 years, most recently a cabinet
member of the successful “We See Tomorrow” campaign. 

Scott is recruited from time to time by friends associated with community organizations and
projects to assist in fundraising efforts and has rarely said “no.” One project has often led to
another. He usually has a ticket in his pocket, or pledge form in his folder to share with his next
donor. He finds great satisfaction in helping individuals in need and in seeing new projects
completed for the advancement of our community.

Outstanding Volunteer Fundraiser
Scott R. Schulick

Thompson Insurance Group, a second and third generation family insurance agency, has been
locally owned and community-focused since 1947. The father and son owners, David and Andrew
Thompson, have grown their company into a multifaceted insurance agency, with products and
services range from home, auto and business insurance, to insuring pet businesses across the
country, to a Private Client division specializing in the insurance needs of successful individuals.

David and Andrew have always had the mindset of giving back to the community, which has
contributed to their success. They have supported a wide number of local non-profits and causes, a
list too long to describe. They have also served on a variety of non-profit boards, including:
Children’s Rehabilitation Foundation, American Red Cross, American Heart Association, Animal
Welfare League, and Cadence Care Network. In addition, Andrew has chaired the American Heart
Association Heart Ball and co-chaired the 2019 Animal Welfare League Golf Outing.

The Thompsons have encouraged all within their organization to contribute, both individually and as
a group. Several of their employees have joined non-profit boards of their own and dedicated their
time to important causes. Some of those efforts include: installing smoke detectors for the American
Red Cross, fundraising and participating in the American Heart Association Heart Walk, the American
Cancer Society Relay for Life, and the Junior Achievement Bowl-a-thon. They have also held several
food drives for the Second Harvest Food Bank and an annual Holiday Giving Campaign.

On a personal level, David enjoys weekends fishing and spending time with his partner, Beverly. He
also loves sharing moments with his granddaughters Sophie and Aubrey. Andrew spends most of
his time playing volleyball, spending time with friends and family, and enjoying Indians’ baseball,
Browns’ football, and all Notre Dame sports.

Outstanding Small Business Philanthropist
Thompson Insurance Group



Born in Youngstown, OH and raised in the suburb of Canfield, Ellen J. Tressel has been an active
advocate and leader for the state of Ohio throughout her adult career. A proud graduate of
Youngstown State University with a degree in Business Education, Ellen has since had her hands
wrapped around the region’s economic activities and community causes.

Landing her first job working for The Youngstown Welding and Engineering Company she worked
her way up to Director of Purchasing until the role of motherhood called. Returning to the workforce
after a brief interlude, she worked for Jostens Printing and Publishing, and Butler Wick and Co.
earning the role of Vice President of Trading. She obtained several licenses in the securities business
while managing marketing, sales, product promotion, OTC equities and new product introduction
until her “retirement” in July 2001.  

In her leisure time, you may find her on the golf course or swimming pool enjoying the great
outdoors.  

From then on, and most notably, Ellen has spent her time giving back to the community while
serving on numerous boards and service organizations ranging from the James Cancer Hospital
Foundation board, Akron Children’s Hospital Foundation board and COSI in Columbus, OH - just to
name a few.  

Currently, Ellen resides at the Pollock House with her husband Jim Tressel in Youngstown, OH and
serves on the boards of The Beatitude House, Mahoning Valley Historical Society, and the “We See
Tomorrow” Capital Campaign for Youngstown State University.

Special Recognition for Valley Impact
Ellen J. Tressel

Born and raised in Youngstown, Ohio, Marion Gilchrist Resch prepared for college at The Rayen
School and earned her undergraduate degree from Lake Erie College in Painesville, OH, where she
was a member of the Kappa Alpha Sigma Honor Society. Returning to Youngstown, Mrs. Resch
briefly taught at Chaney High School and pursued a part time career in radio and television. Her first
venture in 1942 was reviewing current best-selling books on the WFMJ radio program “All About
Books”. The program received honorable mention in the cultural division among awards made at
the Ohio State Radio Education Convention. Mrs. Resch assisted in the development of similar
programs at other radio stations in the region. 

In 1937, Marion Gilchrist married Paul Hadtner Resch, a stockbroker and partner at Butler Wick &Co
Brokerage. While the Resches had no children of their own, they took special interest in their nieces
and nephews as well as educational opportunities available to students in the Mahoning Valley. She
supported many students and educational programs at area colleges and universities with the
hopes of helping those students reach their potential. To ensure that support would continue, she
founded The Marion G. Resch Foundation in 1997.

The Foundation supports three major initiatives: (1) an Early Identification Program (EIP) which
partners a college with a local high school to find and work with promising first generation high
school students to encourage them to pursue a college education; (2) scholarships for eligible
students which cover remaining expenses, after all other forms of aid are exhausted, to alleviate
student debt; and (3) to support college academic support centers which help students develop
skills to assist them in completing their college degree. Since Mrs. Resch’s passing, the Marion G.
Resch Foundation has awarded over $18 million dollars to students in the valley and continues to
support EIP Programs at the College of Wooster, University of Mount Union, Thiel College and
Westminster College. Mrs. Resch’s generosity and legacy is set to continue in perpetuity.

Legacy Award
Marion G. Resch



The Greenwood Family of companies have become synonymous in the Mahoning Valley with
heartfelt devotion and commitment to their employees, customers and community. For over 40
years, Greg and Alice Greenwood have been committed to upholding this commitment through their
relentless devotion to the community, serving as a constant reminder of the core values the
Greenwood dealerships were built upon: Respect, Trust, Honesty, Loyalty and Professionalism.

The Greenwood family, along with their team members, are powerful agents for philanthropy and
community contribution, supporting diverse agencies and events, such as: Austintown Fitch Schools,
Panerathon, Hospice of the Valley, Youngstown YMCA, Ursuline Sisters HIV Ministries, Rescue
Mission of the Mahoning Valley, Akron’s Children’s Hospital Telethon, Butler Institute of American
Art and Youngstown State University. 

Greg and Alice are also involved in higher education philanthropy, as they have established and
endowed three higher education scholarships. Providing an opportunity for people to excel in the
classroom is the first step to providing them an opportunity to achieve professional accolades.

For more than two decades, the Greenwood dealerships have received the GM Mark of Excellence
and Chevrolet Dealer of the Year. Their performance in “going the extra mile” for their customers
extends to leaving a “greener” footprint on our environment as Greenwood Chevrolet in Austintown
and Greenwood’s Hubbard Chevrolet are two of the first three GM Dealerships in the state of Ohio
and the ONLY dealerships in the Mahoning Valley to achieve the General Motors Green Dealer
Award for environmental responsibility and leadership. The Greenwood Dealerships have continued
to follow the example of both Greg and Alice in selflessly giving of themselves to create a better
experience for their customers, a better community for those around them and a better, healthier
world for all to enjoy.

Outstanding Philanthropists
Greg & Alice Greenwood

THANK YOU TO
MAJOR CONTRIBUTOR

 

ROBERTA M.
HANNAY TRUST



THANK YOU SPONSORS!

https://www.cafarocompany.com/about/cafaro-foundation/
https://doy.org/
https://www.wfmj.com/wbcb
https://www.wfmj.com/
https://mahoninghistory.org/
https://www.yourpremierbank.com/find-a-location/youngstown?y_source=1_MTE5MjE4MTAtNzE1LWxvY2F0aW9uLndlYnNpdGU%3D
https://www.youngstownrotary.com/
https://www.stifel.com/branch/oh/canfield
https://ysu.edu/
https://ysufoundation.org/
https://fa.ml.com/ohio/canfield/joneswealthmanagement/
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