Building a Global News Special in Your Bedroom
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Synopsis:
COVID-19 restricted many field experiences for our students.  This project creates a hands-on learning opportunity for students in broadcast reporting courses from the safety of their homes. Major themes of this project include experiential learning, internationalization, broadcast skill development, and group experience. “Conquering the Crisis” highlighted the pandemic from 12 countries on five continents. https://bit.ly/3fMMWtD 

Activity Learning Objectives:
· Create a video news package on deadline.
· Demonstrate fundamental broadcast skills (writing and editing).
· Apply copyright restrictions when sourcing content.
· Examine shared experiences related to COVID-19 in a multicultural context.

Implementation:
Introduce this project clearly and concisely in class (face-to-face or online) and create a handout highlighting project goals, deliverables, requirements and timeline/deadlines.

Pre-reporting:  On a shared Google Doc, students were asked to identify a country, two possible sources living in the country, and a unique story angle. This ensured story angles and countries did not overlap.  Be prepared to help students refine story angles or suggest sources.  Remain positive and helpful.

Creating Content:  Students recorded video interviews on Zoom.  Students logged soundbites into individual Google Docs.  Students wrote stories in a separate Google Doc.  Make sure students write anchor intros, tags, and include all banner information. The instructor should edit each script.

Sourcing Video:  This process is challenging. The best options for video, if a student cannot go to a location, is user generated content from sources, social media photos and video with permission, government resources, and pre-existing video sharing agreements with organizations like AP, CNN, etc. 

Editing:  Students recorded track on their cell phone or mics (equipment varied) before importing audio file into their computer. Students utilized Adobe Premiere to edit stories. You should provide a 2-line banner to ensure a uniform look throughout the project.  It will also save you time if you have them add the banners when editing. I viewed and offered feedback on all video rough drafts and students were expected to make suggested changes.  Students transferred video to me via WeTransfer.com

Anchors: Choose 2-4 students to anchor the news special. I chose students who created to top packages as an incentive to create great content.  Students wrote the news special introduction, transition between stories, and closing. All recorded their individual clips on their cell phone.  

Utilizing TA’s and upperclassmen:  This project would not have been possible without some upperclassmen I recruited to create the open and credits and edit the stories together for news special.  

Project length:
Students completed this 30-minute news special in 14 days. I would recommend 3-4 weeks. 
