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Newsroom huddles exercise
The problem
· Broadcast journalism students aren’t watching the news; low levels of media literacy 
The solution
· Get students interested in TV news and current events by simulating newsroom pitch meetings
Media literacy curriculum goals
· “Integrating media literacy into the classroom doesn’t always include an elaborate lesson plan or essay assignment. Sometimes it’s powerful to simply acknowledge major media stories, and help guide students toward good sources to help them navigate information.” - Kolb, 2019
· “Main points” of news literacy - National Association for Media Literacy Education, 2007
· All media messages are “constructed.” 
· Each medium has different characteristics, strengths, and a unique “language” of construction. 
· Media messages are produced for particular purposes. 
· All media messages contain embedded values and points of view. 
· People use their individual skills, beliefs and experiences to construct their own meanings from media messages. 
· Media and media messages can influence beliefs, attitudes, values, behaviors, and the democratic process.
Newsroom huddles as a classroom exercise
· Establish yourself as the news director, students as professional journalists with the goal of simulating what their work will be like in the professional world
· 15 minutes, each class period
· This involves the instructor acting as a news director, students are treated as professionals
· Ask students/journalists for story ideas for tonight’s newscast
· Once a student gives an idea, ask about its news values and how they would get the story done - have them really fight to persuade you about why they should do it
· Suggestion: Don’t be easy on them. Really dig deep and ask them the why’s and how’s. The news industry is harsh, and bad ideas are not taken politely. Try to simulate what a high-pressure pitch meeting would look like, which will raise the standards of the exercise and preview the newsroom environment.
· Build on the exercise. Ask for source suggestions, shot lists, & digital contribution as skills build during the course
· Students should evaluate peer pitches for news values, ease, and newsworthiness as well.
· Pitches can come from current events, but they must always be localized for their area. 
· Student is required to contribute to newsroom huddle as part of participation grade 
Outcomes of newsroom huddles
· Challenges students to watch news and stay aware of local and national events
· Helps students to learn and apply news values
· Gives students experience coming up with and pitching story ideas prior to assignments
· Allows students to evaluate the quality of other pitches given by their peers
· Promotes an understanding of the ways that the industry works, making them more competitive professionally
Have questions? Feel free to contact Danielle Deavours at ddeavour@montevallo.edu.
