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January 7, 2020 
 
Global warming may not be mentioned front and center in our AED 
mission statement, but it certainly must become a priority for us.  This 
week we are watching with heartbreak and terror as Australia faces 
the perhaps its worst bush fire in human memory. We read with grave 
concern the headlines and stories from the world press. The 
Washington Post, for example, reported just a few days ago: “Weather 
is set to worsen what is already one of the most widespread and 
devastating outbreaks of bush fires in Australia’s history. On Friday, 
‘extreme’ fire danger will encompass a swath of Australia that includes 
some of its most populated areas in Victoria and New South Wales in 
particular, with the possibility that separate fires could merge into 
even more monstrous blazes….Extreme fire danger gripped South 
Australia on Friday, with temperatures soaring into the triple digits 
across much of that state, including in Adelaide.” 
 
AED leaders and staff, on behalf of all our members, want to extend 
our deepest sympathy and concern to our many members, colleagues, 
and friends in Australia. We pray for your safety and the safety of your 
loved ones and communities. 
 
This tragedy is another wake-up call to the emerging crisis of the 
planet. From flooding in Venice, Italy, and Jakarta, Indonesia to 
extreme drought in the Amazon Forest of South America and the loss 
of habitat in Russia, to the predicted erasure of the island nation of 
Kiribati -- and on and on around the globe, no nation is exempt from 
the looming crisis. According the International Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies and other leading organizations addressing 
climate change, environmental disasters are now displacing more 
people than war. Without vitally needed leadership for remediation of 
climate damage, by 2050, hundreds of millions of people could be 
driven from their homes because of ecological disasters and resulting 
international conflicts.  
 
AED is committed to finding and implementing measures within our 
means that will at least in a small way minimize our impact on the 
environment. At our meetings, we will redouble our efforts to:  
 
• Use to the greatest extent possible recyclable materials in support 

of ICED – recyclable badges and e-programs on a mobile app 
rather than a print program. 

• Support and monitor Greenview, a Singapore-based research and 
consulting firm that works with hotels and convention centers to  

http://www.aedweb.org/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2020/01/03/australia-braces-bush-fire-crisis-worsen-amid-scorching-heat-high-winds-through-weekend/
https://greenview.sg/
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improve and assess their environmentally friendly practices.  We are happy to report 
that the ICC Sydney, site of our upcoming AED/ANZAED ICED, was awarded LEED Gold 
certification for its achievements for sustainability, including: 

o Reuse of 100,000 cubic meters of concrete from the original brownfield site. 
o Use of 96 percent recycled steel in its exhibition halls. 
o Highly efficient central energy plant and building management systems. 
o Australia’s largest electric car charging station for 25 vehicles. 
o A community funded solar array, the nation’s largest in providing renewable 

energy, providing 5 percent of the venue’s energy – enough to power 100 
homes. 

• Prominent positioning of recycling bins and specific requirement that left-over food and 
beverages be distributed to local food banks. 

• Work to the extent possible to ensure that the food service packaging we offer is as 
environmentally friendly as possible. 

• Consider the travel impact of ICED attendance: 
o Is there public transport between the meeting site and the airport? There is 

public transportation from the Sydney International Airport to the ICC – about a 
30-minute ride. 

o We will continue to explore virtual options to allow those who cannot attend in 
person to benefit from the outstanding education – though we haven’t found yet 
a substitute for spending a few days networking in one place face to face with 
the leaders of the field from around the world. 

In our offices, we are vigorously recycling, using energy efficient heat and lighting, exploring 
virtual office spaces to reduce local transportation, and more. We know that many of you too 
already have taken a number of steps to protect the environment and no doubt have redoubled 
your own commitment to do even more in 2020. If you have suggestions for us on how AED can 
be a better steward of our planet, we welcome your input. Please reach out to us with your 
ideas! 
 
To our colleagues in Australia battling the horrifying blazes of climate change in their own front 
yards right now, please know we are sending you our deepest concern and heartfelt hope that 
the fires can be subdued and the transition to recovery and rebuilding can come soon. 
 
As world-celebrated Australian writer Germaine Greer said, “Energy is the power that drives 
every human being. It is not lost by exertion but maintained by it, for it is a faculty of the 
psyche.” Let us harness our energy as carers and scientists, as citizens of the world, to take 
collective action for our planet. There is not a moment to waste.  
 
Respectfully, 

      
S. Bryn Austin, ScD, FAED    Elissa Myers, CAE, IOM, MA 
President      Executive Director 

https://www.iccsydney.com.au/Media/News/Articles/Sydney-Promoted-as-a-Leading-Sustainable-Destinati
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