
The Community Parenting Support Saturation Program was born out of a series of

conversations between a small group of foundations about opportunities to develop

strategies and interventions that effectively strengthen the way families engage with

their children to ultimately improve their child’s  outcome. They posed the question:

“Is it possible to significantly and measurably increase the number and percentage

of children who successfully arrive at kindergarten fully ready to thrive by more

effectively engaging and supporting primary caregivers in their parenting efforts and

activities?”

In 2019, Illinois Action for Children (IAFC) was selected as the Lead Implementation

Partner to provide strategic direction of the project and to support the pilot

communities. The three communities, Aurora, North Lawndale, and Rockford, are part

of this innovative effort to implement a wide array of parenting interventions locally

to support parent’s skills and knowledge in parenting that ultimately leads to

supporting their children’s growth, learning and readiness for kindergarten.  

Community Parenting Support
Saturation Program- SPARK Aurora

Project Vision

To ensure that parents are embraced and supported as the most important influences in their

children’s early learning, and every child starts kindergarten thriving, ready to learn and

excited about school. 

Why Aurora, Illinois?

Aurora is the second most populous city in Illinois; its 200,946 multicultural residents comprise diverse

linguistic, socioeconomic, racial, and ethnic heritage and experience. Aurora’s community consists of:

47%

LatinX

11%

Asian/Multiracial

10%

Black

32%

White

More than 19,850 children under age five years old live in Aurora and 43.2 percent are living at or

below 200 percent of the federal poverty level. The challenges of growing up in poverty for young children

can have negative impacts on their growth and learning. Racial and ethnic disparities also contribute to

unequal access to early childhood resources and community resources, negatively impacting families of color

in their ability to ensure their children are able to thrive and learn in Aurora. Despite the city’s history of

supporting early childhood programs and services, there is a continued need to work towards ensuring the

needs of all Aurora’s youngest learners are met.  
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Bright by Text—An evidence-based text messaging platform that sends parents tips for child

development based on the age of the child.

IL Family Connects—Illinois Family Connects was launched in two Illinois communities in 2017 as the

state’s adoption of Family Connects®, an evidence-based, universal nurse home-visiting program that

bridges the gap between parents of newborns and community resources.

The Basics—A public campaign to reach parents of children birth to 3 with five evidence-based parenting

and caregiving principles about what is important for their children’s development and learning

experiences based on those principles. 

Community Outreach and Marketing—Raising awareness in the community about the importance of

early learning through initiatives like the Countdown to Kindergarten Campaign.

SPARK Aurora

In 2020, SPARK Aurora (Strong, Prepared and Ready for Kindergarten) was selected as one of three

communities to advance the Community Parenting Support Saturation program. SPARK is early childhood

collaboration of the Fox Valley United Way” that connects families in Aurora to early education and child

care opportunities—especially families that are not currently being served. SPARK includes community leaders

from the Fox Valley United Way; the City of Aurora; School Districts 129 (West Aurora), 131 (East Aurora), 204

(Indian Prairie), and 308 (Community Unit); the Aurora Public Library and other partners in the community

including Kane County Health Department and Family Focus. 

Community Parenting Support Saturation Approach

SPARK will be implementing a wide array of parenting interventions for families with young children. The

parenting interventions and supports offered will allow families to identify and participate in the supports that

best fit their need and interests.

Community Parenting Support
Saturation Program- SPARK Aurora

Tier 1

Tier 2

Tier 3

Light touch with broad reach to parents and

the community.

Medium touch with direct reach to parents.

High touch with direct reach to parents.

Tier 1

Contact:
Trish Rooney, VP of Programs
Fox Valley United Way
trish.rooney@foxvalleyunitedway.org
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Opening Doors / Abriendo Puertas—An evidence-based program for Latino parents with young children that

uses a two-generation approach to build parent leadership skills and knowledge to promote family well-being

and positive outcomes for children.

Be Strong Families—A peer-to-peer learning process to keep children safe and families strong by creating safe

spaces to explore their strengths and learn from themselves and each other how to use the Strengthening

Families Protective Factors™ with their loved ones.

 Play.Learn.Connect Play Groups—An opportunity for families with children birth to 5 to learn about and interact

with our community agencies and programs - also offered virtually as a series of videos to help families learn

about resources and programs, as well as engage in activities.

Engaging families through the creation of a Family Council; Using the Gateway Family Interview

process to connect families to ongoing services like home visiting, Early Intervention, and center-

and family-based child care.

Community Parenting Support
Saturation Program- SPARK Aurora

Tier 2

Tier 3

@IAFC_Cares

Anticipated Impact

Through a community-wide effort

with diverse partners, including

families and other early childhood

organizations, the project will

provide families with young children

the supports that they need to

prepare their young children for

kindergarten and life.   

Contact:
Trish Rooney, VP of Programs
Fox Valley United Way
trish.rooney@foxvalleyunitedway.org

About SPARK Aurora

SPARK (Strong, Prepared and Ready for Kindergarten) is an

education initiative of Fox Valley United Way that connects

underserved Aurora, Illinois, families with early education and

childcare opportunities that prepare their young children for

success in school and life. SPARK creates collaborations that

shape future outcomes for children. They raise awareness of

the value of early childhood development, influence social

policy, and coordinate resources for parents. 

About Illinois Action for Children

Illinois Action for Children (IAFC) is a catalyst for organizing, developing, and supporting strong families and

powerful communities where children matter most. We believe that lasting change comes only by empowering

families and communities with knowledge leading to power; that institutions change only with resources and

leadership; and that systems change only through the lever of informed power. Our work is therefore delivered in a

series of concentric and interwoven circles of engagement, education, and empowerment, with children at the

center of all we do.

The Community Parenting Support Saturation Program is generously funded by our philanthropic partners: CME

Group, Crown Family Philanthropies, J.B. and M.K. Pritzker Family Foundation, Illinois Children’s Healthcare

Foundation, Irving Harris Foundation, Robert R. McCormick Foundation, and Steans Family Foundation.
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