Illinois Early Learning Systems Fact Sheet
Home Visiting
Program Overview
The Illinois home visiting system serves expectant parents and families with children birth to 3 years old.
The home visiting program recognizes that the home is the most influential learning environment in which
to strengthen the parent-child relationship and help reach a child’s full potential. The overall goals of
Illinois’ home visiting program are to promote positive parenting, healthy child growth and development,
and prepare young children for school success.
In Illinois, there are several research-based, home visiting models that are being implemented in local
communities. Research-based program models, such as Parents As Teachers (PAT), Baby Talk, Healthy
Families America (HFA), and Early Head Start (home based) have demonstrated positive effects on a
child’s chances for success in school and life. Home visiting program components include
home/personal visits, group connections, screening, and individual family service planning.
What information is needed to apply?
A referral must be made to enroll in home visiting. Anyone can refer a family including social services,
hospitals, schools, Illinois Department of Human Services’ Family and Community Resource Centers, early
childhood programs, and families. Families will need to provide basic contact information for the referral.
What documents are needed?
The documents that families may need to determine eligibility will differ based on the home visiting model
and service provider.
Enrollment Process
Families interested in home visiting programs will go through an eligibility and interview process. Families
found eligible will be enrolled in a home visiting program. The enrollment and eligibility process vary
based on the program model and administrator. Some programs may include a weighted eligibility form
or income guidelines. In general, the eligibility process includes a parent interview and a developmental
screening.
Where can I find my local office?
A list of home visiting programs and their contact information is available at the igrow Illinois Home Visiting
Collaborative website: http://www.igrowillinois.org/parents/find-a-home-visiting-program/
Resources for Families and Providers
Families and providers can find basic information and resources on home visiting the igrow Illinois Home
Visiting Collaborative website: http://www.igrowillinois.org/what-is-home-visiting/
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