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Brief Description of Categories
Dramatic Interpretation. The interpretation of a selection so as to communicate the dramatic emotions of the characters (published 

works only).

Original Oratory. A persuasive speech written by the student during the current school year, usually on a topic of social nature.

Expository Speaking. A speech, written by the student, to inform. Its purpose is to describe, clarify, explain, or define an object, idea, 
concept, or process.

Humorous Interpretation. The interpretation of a selection so as to communicate the humor of the characters (published works only).

Extemporaneous Speaking. A speech carefully composed in a limited time span on a topic selected at the meet. Research materials 
are provided.

Reader’s Theatre. A group of three to six students effectively interpreting literature (dramatic or humorous, published works only).

Impromptu. A speech of an expository or persuasive nature given spontaneously after the selection of a topic at the speech meet.

Bible Memorization and Application. Students will memorize and present a passage(s) of their choice from the Bible, followed by a brief 
explanation of how the selected passage applies to their life. Students will select their passage using one of the following versions: New 
American Standard (NASB), New International Version (NIV), English Standard Version (ESV), King James Version (KJV), or New King 
James Version (NKJV).

Devotional Homiletics. An expository or persuasive speech that is written by the student to illuminate a truth or Scripture. A student 
may either (a) explicate a verse or passage or (b) analyze a topic (e.g., anger, guilt, God’s sovereignty) by using Scripture as a 
basis.

Interpretation of Children’s Literature. The interpretation of a selection of literature appropriate for children 12 years and under, in a 
manner that children would appreciate (published works only).

Individual Acting. A presentation of two contrasting scenes of high literary quality (e.g., one classic/one modern or one serious/one 
humorous—two different styles). The scenes must be self-contained, containing a beginning, middle, and end, and excerpted 
from one or two published plays.

Duet Acting. Two students from one school will present one scene from a classical or modern play or sketch of high literary quality 
(published works).

TV News Team. A 15-minute evening news presentation by three students from the same school, containing a top story (international 
or national), local news items, a feature, a sports story, an editorial, and three 30-second commercials.

Judging
Schools will provide one judge for each five entries. Every effort will be made to see that judges do not review students from their 
school or rate the same person twice. Awards will be based on the average scores of both rounds of performance.

All Categories (Except TV News) TV News
Superior 50–45 Superior 100–87

Excellent 44–37 Excellent 86–70

Good  36–24 Good  69–50
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Category Requirements and Descriptions
Dramatic and Humorous Interpretation
1.  Rules

a. The time allowance is for 3–5 minutes for the lower division and 5–7 minutes for the upper division.
b.   Selections must be chosen from published stories, plays, essays, or poems of high literary quality. They cannot be the written

work of students, family, friends, etc.
c.  Gestures or pantomime must be used with extreme restraint.
d.  The student may use only one selection, and it is to be memorized.
e.  In an extemporaneous fashion, the student will introduce the title and author of the selection and then give a few words to set

the stage, if necessary. The introduction is included in the time.
f.  The student may portray as many characters as he or she desires.
g.  Not adhering to the time limit will draw a penalty of one point for every full 30 seconds.

2. Evaluative Criteria
a.  Through re-creating the character(s), students should communicate the drama of the selection. The emotions, facial

expressions, and body language should enhance character development and should not distract from the performance.
Although students are not required to remain “glued to the floor” during their presentation, wide movement from the beginning
location is not appropriate. Limited natural gestures and foot movement are allowed, but the student must remain within an
imaginary 2 x 2 foot area. (Coaching suggestion: Tape a 2 x 2 foot box on the floor during practice presentations.)

b.   Characters in the story should be consistently portrayed. They should be distinct in voice, facial expressions, and stance.
c.   The student should display an understanding of the mood and emotion of the character(s) in the selection.
d.  Transitions in time, character, mood, and emotion should be clearly evident.
e.  Narration, if used, should be minimal and should enhance the presentation, not detract from it.
f.   Clear diction and good vocal communication skills should be utilized; a student may, however, use diction or an accent to

duplicate the character’s speech, which may or may not be good communication skills.

Original Oratory
1. Rules

a.  The time allowance is 3–5 minutes for the lower division and 5–7 minutes for the upper division.
b.   This presentation is to be written by the student. The language should be simple, understandable, and sincere, without a

display of high-sounding meaningless abstractions.
c.   The purpose of the persuasive speech may be to stimulate, actuate, convince, or persuade. A plan or solution to the problem

presented is optional.
d.  The student is not to act out or create a role for himself or herself. Visual aids/props are not permitted.
e.   The speech must be delivered from memory with no more than three 3 x 5 note cards. However, points may be deducted if the

student’s use of notes detracts from the ideas he or she is communicating.
f.  The use of quoted material is limited to 60 words for lower division and 90 words for upper division.
g.  The Bible may be quoted, but not expounded. (Do not confuse original oratory with devotional homiletics.)
h.  Not adhering to the time limit will draw a penalty of one point for every full 30 seconds.

2. Evaluative Criteria
a.   Delivery will be judged for mastery of the usual mechanics of speech—poise, quality, and the use of voice, bodily expression,

and qualities of directness and sincerity that impress the oration on the mind of the audience. There is no particular style of
delivery for oratory.

b.   The oratory speech should not be expected to solve any of the great problems of the day. Rather, it should be expected to
discuss the topic intelligently with a degree of originality, in an interesting manner, and with some profit to the audience.

c.   Some orators may choose to offer solutions. However, the oration may also serve to alert the audience to a threatening
situation, to strengthen devotion to a cause, or to eulogize a person. Humor and satire are allowed.

d.  The language of the oration should exemplify the highest standards of usage, style, and vocabulary.
e.   Orators often side on issues that are contrary to the personal opinions of the listener. However, judges are expected to remain

objective. The oration will be rated only on the basis of effectiveness of the writing and the presentation, not on personal
opinion concerning the topic.
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Expository Speaking
1. Rules

a.  The time allowance is 3–5 minutes for the lower division and 5–7 minutes for the upper division.
b.  This informative speech should describe, clarify, explain, or define an object, an idea, a concept, or a process.
c.   Audio and visual aids are allowed but not required. No microphones or electronic equipment can be used. Animals and/or other

persons cannot be used. Items of dress necessary to the presentation may be put on and removed during the course of the
presentation. These items must be considered as props and must not be part of the student’s beginning or ending attire.

d.   The speech must be delivered from memory with no more than three 3 x 5 note cards. However, points may be deducted if the
student’s use of notes detracts from the ideas he or she is communicating.

e.   The expository speech must be written by the student who presents it.
f.  Not adhering to the time limit will draw a penalty of one point for every full 30 seconds.

2. Evaluative Criteria
a.   Delivery will be judged for mastery of the usual mechanics of speech—poise, quality, and use of voice, gestures, audience

contact, sincerity, and directness.
b.   The audio or visual aids, if used, should contribute to the total effectiveness of the presentation. Please note, props are no

substitute for effective writing and oral communication.
c.   The text of the speech should be well developed and well organized, and it should explain concepts clearly.
d.  The language of the speech should exemplify the highest standards of usage, style, and vocabulary.

Extemporaneous Speaking
1. Rules

a.  This category is performed in one round only.
b.   The student will select one of three topics on current events involving U.S. domestic issues, and the student will be placed in a

room with a packet of resource materials on the topic. A Bible will be included.
c.   Topics selected will have appeared in legitimate printed or electronic news publications (such as Newsweek, Time, U.S. News

and World Report) within the 90 days before the ACSI Speech Meet. Students may read these timely materials to keep abreast
of current events, but they cannot bring notes with them on the day of the meet.

d.   The topic will be put in the form of a question. The student will then prepare a speech from the materials provided, answering
the question and coming to a conclusion. The student should also give his or her position on the topic.

e.   During the preparation time, the student may make notes (a maximum of 50 words) to use for the delivery of the speech.
f.   At the end of the allotted preparation time, all materials, including pencil and paper, will be taken. The student (with notes) will

go to a waiting area near the category presentation room. The student will enter the room when called by number.
g.   Preparation time begins when the student receives the resource materials: Lower division, 30 minutes; Upper division, 20

minutes.
h. Presentation time: Both divisions, 3–5 minutes.
i.  Not adhering to the presentation time limit will draw a penalty of one point for every full 30 seconds.

2. Evaluative Criteria
a. The speech must adhere to the topic chosen.
b.  Good use of the resource materials should be evident in the speech.
c.   The student should display effective delivery skills including the use of voice, gesture, poise, diction, fluency, and style.
d.  The speech should have a clear organizational structure and be easy to follow.
e.   The student should display good reasoning and logic in the conclusion. Shallow thinking and broad generalizations do not

provide an adequate basis for drawing conclusions.
f.  The student should use effective and appropriate language.
g.   The student should communicate his or her understanding of the question; the question should be answered.
h.   Often students will advocate concepts or positions that are contrary to those of the listener. However, judges are expected

to remain objective. The performance will be rated on the criteria and not on the personal feeling toward the topic or ideas
expressed.
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Reader’s Theater
1. Rules

a.   The time allowance for both lower and upper divisions is the same: 9–15 minutes, which includes set-up and break-down time.
b. There must be from 3–6 students in the group.
c.   The readers must use manuscripts (with 60 percent audience eye contact and 40 percent manuscript) and use an off-stage

focus; students will not look at each other.
d.  Costumes are not permitted. If students choose to use boxes, stools, or music stands, they must provide their own. This is the

extent of props.
e.   An introduction must be given, including the author and title. The introduction is included in the time allowance.
f.   Material may be taken from one source, or a theme (such as love) may be chosen and material may be gathered around it (all

material must be published).
g.   Although students are not required to remain “glued to the floor” during their presentation, wide movement from the beginning

location is not appropriate. Limited natural gestures and foot movement are allowed, but the student must remain within an
imaginary 2 x 2 foot area. (Coaching suggestion: Tape a 2 x 2 foot box on the floor during practice presentations.)

h.  Not adhering to the time limit will draw a penalty of one point for every full 30 seconds.
i.   Reader’s Theatre is an interpretative category in which the selection communicates the dramatic emotion or humor of the

characters. Singing is not permitted in Reader’s Theatre, unless the story does not make sense without the inclusion of the song.
2. Evaluative Criteria

a.   The interpretation should re-create the characters in the selection through the use of voice, facial expression, and stance.
Gestures and pantomime should be extremely limited to nonexistent. The total effect should carry the listener away mentally to
the time and place of the story. Interpretation is “theater of the mind,” not acting as in a stage play.

b.  Characters in the story should be consistently portrayed and should be distinct in voice.
c.  The students should display an understanding of the moods and emotions of the characters.
d.  Transitions in time, character, mood, and emotion should be clearly evident.
e.  Narration, if used, should enhance the performance, not detract from it.
f.   Clear diction and good vocal communication skills should be utilized by the performers. A student may use an accent or dialect

relating to the character portrayed. Students should be familiar with their own parts and should pick up on the cues of other students.
h.   Rather than focusing on the starring role of one student, the emphasis is on the combined effort of the group.

Impromptu
1. Rules

a.  The time allowance is 2–5 minutes for both the lower and upper divisions.
b.   Two types of topics shall be used: Round 1—a brief thought-provoking quotation; Round 2—current events.
c.   A student will draw four slips of paper, each containing a topic choice. The student will choose one of the four topics and return

the other three.
d.   There is no preparation time! Students will make their selection in the back of the room, walk slowly to the front of the room

while composing thoughts, and then begin the speech.
e.   Options for the speech are as follows: (1) an introduction, body, and conclusion; (2) a pro and a con; (3) past, present, and

future; and (4) an explanation of the meaning.
f.  Not adhering to the time limit will draw a penalty of one point for every full 30 seconds.

2. Evaluative Criteria
a.  The speech should adhere to the topic chosen.
b.   The student should display effective delivery skills, including the use of voice, gestures, poise, diction, fluency, and style.
c.  The student should display good reasoning and logic to support his or her ideas.
d.   The student should use effective and appropriate language and avoid slang terms, poor grammatical construction, and

mispronounced words.
e.   Often students will advocate concepts or positions that are contrary to those of the listener. However, the judges are expected

to remain objective. The presentation will be rated on the criteria and not on personal feeling toward the topic or ideas
expressed.
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Bible Memorization and Application
1. Rules

a.  The time allowance is 3–5 minutes for the lower division and 5–7 minutes for the upper division.
b.   The presentation needs to have an introduction that includes the Scripture(s) passage and Bible version.
c.  One passage or several passages that bear or carry out the theme may be used.
d.   If more than one passage is used, short transitional phrases may be used to ensure the smoothness of the presentation.

Transitions, if used, should be presented in an extemporaneous fashion.
e.  Scriptures must be memorized directly from one of the following Bible versions: New American Standard (NASB), New

International Version (NIV), English Standard Version (ESV), King James Version (KJV), or New King James Version (NKJV).
f.  A sincerity and belief on the part of the speaker should be apparent.
g.  Not adhering to the time limit will draw a penalty of one point for every full 30 seconds.
h.  Each student is responsible to provide a copy of the memorized passage(s) to the Speech Meet judges by bringing a

photocopy or their own Bible opened to the passage(s).
i.  The personal application component should not exceed one (1) minute, of the 3-5 minute time restriction, or two (2) minutes of

the 5-7 minute time restriction.
2. Evaluative Criteria

a.   Presentation of the selection should be effective and should display a clear understanding of the setting and meaning of the
selection. This is not dramatic interpretation. The student may use facial expressions and gestures and should display good
vocal techniques.

b.  Introductory material and transition material should contribute to the effect of the thematic development.
c.   Delivery will be judged for mastery of the usual mechanics of speech—poise, quality, and use of voice, gestures, audience

contact, sincerity, and directness.
d.  Clear diction and good vocal communication skills should be utilized by the presenter.

Devotional Homiletics
1.  Rules

a.  The time allowance is 3–5 minutes for the lower division and 5–7 minutes for the upper division.
b. The topic will be chosen by the student.
c.  The speech will be the original work of the student presenting it.
d.  The speech must be delivered from memory, with no more than three 3 x 5 note cards.
e.  The Bible should be used as the source to authenticate the material presented.
f.   The presentation should be a mini-sermon that is directed toward Christians and not a general audience. The speaker should

seek to apply the truths of Scripture to the audience. (The speaker shouldn’t just explain the concept of grace, but should
explain how that concept can change one’s life.)

g.  Not adhering to the time limit will draw a penalty of one point for every full 30 seconds.
2.  Evaluative Criteria

a.   Delivery will be judged for mastery of the usual mechanics of speech—poise, quality, and use of voice, bodily expression,
and qualities of directness and sincerity that impress the speech on the mind of the audience. There is no particular style for
delivery.

b.   The speech should not be expected to solve any of the great problems of the day. Rather, it should discuss intelligently with a
degree of originality, in an interesting manner, and with some profit to the audience, the topic chosen.

c.   Some speakers choose to offer solutions. However, the speaker may also serve to alert the audience to a threatening situation,
to strengthen devotion to a cause, or to eulogize a person. Humor and satire are allowed.

d.  The language of the speaker should exemplify the highest standards of usage, style, and vocabulary.
e.   Speakers often take sides of issues that are contrary to those of the listeners. However, judges are expected to remain objective.

The speech will be rated on the basis of effectiveness of writing and presentation, not on personal feeling toward the topic.
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Interpretation of Children’s Literature
1.  Rules

a.  The time allowance is 3–5 minutes for the lower division and 5–7 minutes for the upper division.
b.   Type of selection: Literature appropriate for children 12 years and under. The student may use one source or several sources

tied together with transitional material. (All literature must be
published works.)

c.   Delivery of the selection must be in a manner that children would appreciate. The student is permitted but not required to use
pictures from the book (or books). The student is not permitted to use any other items or props, e.g., stools, podiums.

d.   The student will give an introduction, including the author and title. The introduction is included in the time allowance.
e.   The emotions, facial expressions, and body language should enhance character development and should not distract from the

performance. Pantomime should be extremely limited or nonexistent.
f.  Students are to remain stationary during their presentation.
g.   The student must use a manuscript book and maintain 60 percent audience eye contact and 40 percent reading/manuscript.

2.  Evaluative Criteria
a.   The interpretation should re-create the characters in the selection through the use of voice and facial expressions. The total

effect should carry the listener away mentally to the time and place of the story. Interpretation is “theater of the mind,” not acting
as in a stage play.

b.   Characters in the story should be consistently portrayed. They should be reflective of their importance in the development of
the scene.

c.   The student should display an understanding of the mood and emotion of the characters and the selection.
d.  Transition in time, character, mood, and emotion should be clearly evident.
e.  Narration, if used, should enhance the performance, not detract from it.
f.   Clear diction and good vocal communication skills should be utilized; however, the student may use the accent or speaking

dialect relating to the characters portrayed.

Drama: Individual Acting
1. Rules

a.  The time allowance is 5–7 minutes for both the lower and upper divisions.
b.   Type of selection: Two contrasting scenes (e.g., dramatic serious/humorous, tragic/romantic) of high literary quality that are

excerpted from one or two published plays.
c.  Scenes are to be self-contained pieces that include a beginning, a middle, and an end.
d.  The length of the two scenes together should not exceed the time limit.
e.   An introduction should be given. It should consist of the character’s name, title of the play, author, and setting. No other

information may be given. Timing begins with the introduction.
f.  All scenes must be memorized.
g.  A student may not enter the identical scene in both the individual and duet acting events.
h.   No musical scenes are allowed, although unaccompanied singing is permissible as part of the scene. However, the scene may

be from the book of a musical.
i.   Allowable props include a small table, two chairs, and small hand props. No other props are permitted. Students are responsible

for providing their own props. Costume pieces are permissible (e.g., a hat, a scarf, glasses). Full costuming is disallowed.
2. Evaluative Criteria

a.  The student should portray the character in the selection through the use of voice, facial expressions, movement, gestures,
small hand props, pantomime, and the stage.

b.   An understanding of the meaning of the scenes must be demonstrated by the actor. The scene must build logically, with the
message of the author being clearly communicated.

c.  The emotions of the character should be understood and projected to the audience.
d.  The staging should be logical and appropriate for the scene(s).
e.  The actor should demonstrate versatility and contrast in moving from one scene to the other.
f.   The characterization should be clear. The actor should be heard and understood, and his or her body movements and voice

should be appropriate for the character.
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Duet Acting
1. Rules

a.  The time allowance is 5–8 minutes for both the lower and upper divisions.
b.   Type of selection: Two students from the same school will present one scene from a published play or sketch of high literary quality.
c.   The scene is to be a self-contained piece that includes a beginning, a middle, and an end.
d.  The length of the scene should not exceed the time limit.
e.   An introduction will be given. It should consist of the characters’ names, title of the material, author, and setting. No other

information may be given. Timing begins with the introduction.
f. All scenes must be memorized.
g.  A student may not enter the identical scene in both the individual and duet acting events.
h.   No musical scenes are allowed, although unaccompanied singing is permissible as part of the scene. However, the scene may

be from the book of a musical.
i.   Allowable props include a small table, four chairs, and small hand props. No other props are permitted. Students are

responsible for providing all of their own props. Costume pieces are permissible (e.g., a hat, a scarf, glasses). Full costuming is
disallowed.

2.  Evaluative Criteria
a.   The students should portray the characters in the selection through the use of voice, facial expressions, movement, gestures,

small hand props, pantomime, and the stage.
b.   An understanding of the meaning of the scene must be demonstrated by the actors. The scene must build logically, with the

message of the author being clearly communicated.
c.  Emotions of the characters should be understood and projected to the audience.
d. Staging should be logical and appropriate for the scene.
e. The actors should stay in character throughout the scene.
f.   The characterization should be clear. The actors should be heard and understood, and their voices and body movements

should be appropriate to the characters.
g.   The actors should understand and maintain the relationship between the characters, listen and respond appropriately to each

other, and demonstrate a well-balanced scene.

TV News Team
1. Rules

a.  For upper division only, the time allowance is 12–15 minutes.
b.   Type of selection: A standard 15-minute evening television news broadcast containing the top story; international, national, and

local items; a feature story; a sports story; and an editorial. In addition, three 30-second commercials are to be presented.
c.   A timed agenda is to be followed. The entire broadcast is to be written or typed, and three copies are to be presented to the

judges for reference.
d.  Cite references for each news section at the end of each news section using the APA or MLA Style Reference rules.
e.  The announcer is to function as the anchor of the broadcast team.
f.  Current events are to be up-to-the-minute, with clear references to sources.
g.   Visual aids are permissible (e.g., maps, graphs, charts). No VCR or other electronic equipment is permissible. A skirted eight-

foot table and three chairs will be provided by the host school.
h.  Quotations from key people are permitted and must be cited.
i.   Sources may include newspapers, news periodicals, journals, Christian magazines, or other pertinent literature that is credited

and cited.
j.   The feature story shall spotlight an individual or an institution whose actions are improving the community in some way.

k.  At least one news item and the editorial should project a Christian worldview and life view.

l.   Not adhering to the time limit will draw a penalty of one point for every full 30 seconds short of 12 minutes or beyond 15
minutes. When a team is called to present, they will have 3 minutes to set up their materials and to get ready for the judging.
Time begins when the anchor announces their team and begins speaking.
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Instructions to Judges
1.   Familiarize yourself with the General Information and Rules pages and the requirements and descriptions for each category that

you will be judging. Study and become familiar with the contents and layouts of the rubric/judging sheets so they will be used
correctly when judging student performances.

2.    Judges are required to attend the orientation meeting before the start of the meet (usually one hour before the meet begins).
Please be prompt. Under no circumstances will the chairperson permit the meet to begin until all judges have arrived and have
completed the entire training seminar. In other words, a judge’s late arrival will detain the entire speech meet. For this reason,
judges should plan to travel separately from the students to ensure prompt arrival.

After the meeting, report to your scheduled room approximately 10 minutes before the beginning of the meet. Be sure you have
in your possession pencils, erasers, and the correct judging sheets for the category. Two or three judges will hear each round,
depending on the number of judges available. The students will report back to the same room for round two, but the judges will go
to their second assignment, a new group of students.

3.   If there are changes in the program, they will be brought to your attention. Seat yourself in the chairs reserved for judges.
Presentations should be given at the front of the room.

4.  Collaboration with other judges is appropriate, if desired.

5.  During the meet, do not be too talkative and do not discuss judging with students or parents.

6.   After the students have arrived and are seated, the head judge should introduce the other judges and himself or herself. Be
friendly—this will help the students relax—but do not ask students the names of their schools. Show the students where to stand
for their presentations.

Take roll call by number or name.

7.   Before round one begins, ask God’s blessing upon all students and for His wisdom and guidance in the judges’ decisions.
Encourage the students to remain in the room until completion of the session. If it is necessary for them to leave the room, they
must do so only between speeches.

8.   Begin the round by calling the first student’s name or number. Before each student begins, verify his or her name or number with
your judging sheet for accuracy.

9.   Timing begins at the first word/movement and ends on the last word/movement.

 10.   In your rating, assume students begin with a mid-range score in each category. Move up or down in your rating, according to the
performance (see rubric descriptors).

11.   Often students will advocate concepts or positions that are contrary to those of the listeners. Please be objective. Judge the
presentation on the criteria and not on personal feelings toward the topic or ideas expressed.

 12.   Watch the student as he or she speaks. Make light check marks on the judging sheet to indicate the level of performance. At the
conclusion of the presentation, take about 3 minutes to completely evaluate the performance and make any adjustments to your
marks. Write in the score subtotal.

13.   To get a feel for the student abilities, keep the judging sheets for the first three students and make adjustments on them if you
believe you were being too critical or too lenient.

 14.   When the speech is concluded, ask for the time used and record that time on the line provided.

 15.   Subtract penalty points if the student or the selection does not fulfill the rules and requirements of the category, including
adherence to time. On the line provided, please indicate the reason for the deduction.

 16.   Total the score and compare it to the scoring key to see how the student rated and if that rating is true to your opinion of the
performance and in accordance with the category rules. If not, readjusting of the marks/points may be necessary.

 17.   Double-check each sheet before releasing it to the head judge. Make sure every criterion was rated and included in your total
score. Be sure to initial each judging sheet.

 18.   Write in the total points on the rating sheet. Give it to the head judge, who will compare scores to ensure they are within a ten-
point range from highest to lowest score.

 19.   If scores are not within a ten-point range, judges should confer (out of the hearing range of students) and make adjustments so
that scores come within this guideline.

 20.   If scores are within a ten-point range, the judging sheets can be given to the runner to take to the tabulation room.

 21.   All judging forms should be checked by the head judge and then sent to the tabulation room after each presentation. An
exception to this may be at the beginning of the round when judges keep the sheets for the first three students.

 22.   At the completion of the round, ask if there are any students who have not yet given their presentation. If so, verify their number
and allow them to present their speech. A student may be performing in two different categories and arrive late for the second
category. Judges could wait one or two minutes or, preferably, have the late student perform after the last scheduled speaker.
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Judging Rubric
The Speech Meet Rubric is a means by which students may be assessed in the areas of expression, platform presence, and voice and 
speech according to a set of descriptors. The purpose of this assessment system is to convey to students specific areas in which they have 
strength and those in which they need to improve on the basis of their performance during the presentation time. The student is judged to 
move up or down on the continuum on the basis of the performance. It is important to recognize that a five on the rubric is a very big place, 
and it can accommodate a variety of work as long as the descriptors remain valid. Each judge should have a copy of the rubric and refer 
to it during the student performance. After the first three presentations, judges should confer in an attempt to calibrate the adjudication. The 
goal in judging is fairness and consistency.

Strong 9–10
Is notably audible and easily understandable, has great 

enunciation and pronunciation
Has natural flow and excellent variation and timing
Has superb delivery and vocal expression
Is poised and confident
Is in total command, shows ownership of selection
Has a clearly thought-out and well-developed topic
Draws the audience into the performance, makes the selection 

“come alive”
Has excellent eye contact
Uses exceptional grammar and has a descriptive vocabulary

Maturing 7–8
Is audible and understandable
Words flow smoothly, has very good enunciation and 

pronunciation
Has excellent delivery and vocal expression
Has very good volume and timing variation
Is quite confident, well-prepared, and in control
Has a well-developed topic
Shows excellent character development
Has good eye contact
Uses very good grammar and has a descriptive vocabulary

Developing 5–6
Is mostly audible and understandable
Stumbles over some words, has minor interruptions and some 

forgetfulness
Vocal expression is adequate, shows some variation and 

emphasis, has limited inflection
Working on enunciation and pronunciation and flow of 

presentation, has some breaks in flow
Has an insecure stance, is slightly uncomfortable, and works to 

take ownership
Working on topic development
Shows good character development
Working on eye contact, occasionally glances at floor
Uses good grammar, but vocabulary is bland

Emerging 3–4
Is mostly audible, frequently stumbles over words
Has little vocal expression and variation or change in pitch
Has frequent enunciation and pronunciation errors
Shows limited preparation and little character development
Displays nervousness, is uncomfortable before audience, has few 

facial expressions
Struggles with topic development
Has little eye contact, glances at floor
Doesn’t always use good grammar, lacks descriptive vocabulary
Reads words instead of phrases

Begining 0–2
Is inaudible, mumbles, is difficult to understand or follow—choppy
Lacks vocal expression, variation in pitch, and timing
Is nervous, struggles to stand before an audience
Lacks preparation
Has little or no eye contact, is detached from the audience
Shows very little character development, lacks facial expression
Movements distract from performance and are awkward
Uses poor grammar, has poor vocabulary and structure
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Suggested Penalty Points
The following list of Suggested Penalty Points is provided to help judges be consistent. It is not meant to be all-inclusive but to only serve as 
a guideline. Please keep in mind that penalty points are deducted on the judging sheet by each judge. (If a one-point deduction is given for 
no introduction, each judge notes that on the judging sheet and deducts it from the performance score.) Please remember that scores are 
averaged to obtain the final rating for the day.

Introduction
−3 to −5 No introduction is given
−1 to −3 Introduction does not meet category rules

Manuscript/Bible/Note Cards
−5 No manuscript is used in Reader’s Theatre
−5  No Bible is provided in Bible Memorization and Application to the judges.
−3 Excessively uses note cards

Selection
−3 to −5 The selection does not fit the category requirements

Props/Costumes/Visual Aids
−5 Props are not used according to specified directions
−5 Visual aids are used in Original Oratory

Memorization
−5 Material is not memorized when specified
−5 Note cards are used in place of manuscript

Body Movements/Gestures
−3 to −5  Student moves outside the 2 x 2 foot box where specified
−1 to −3  Excessive gestures that distract from the performance are used (Do NOT take deductions for excessive gestures on

Judging Sheet B, since points are deducted under Category C—Use of Body—on this judging sheet.)
−3 to −5  Eye contract requirements are not followed where specified (For example, the 60 percent audience/40 percent manuscript is not

followed in Reader’s Theatre.)
Time
There is a 29-second grace period for all categories. Students going under the minimum or over the maximum time allotment will 
be penalized one point for every full 30 seconds. (Time limits for each category can be found in the coordinator's handbook under 
"Category Descriptions".) No more than 10 points should be deducted from any one performance/speech.



Senior High Speech Meet Judges' Packet 19/20 13

© 2019, Association of Christian Schools International | Permission granted to reproduce

Judging Sheet A
Bible Memorization and Application, Impromptu, Expository Speaking, Original Oratory, 

Devotional Homiletics, Extemporaneous Speaking

Student Name ________________________ Student # _____ Round # _____ Judge’s #/Initials _____ Category _____________

Judge:  Please make your own decision. However, scores should be compared after the first 3–4 presentations to ensure they 
are within a 10-point range. Do not discuss scores within the hearing range of contestants.

Each category below receives up to 10 points: Strong performance 9–10, Maturing performance 7–8, 
Developing performance 5–6, Emerging performance 3–4, Beginning performance 0–2.

_______ A.  Voice/Speech Comments:

Diction: The words have a natural flow, and proper articulation, pronunciation, 
and enunciation are used. Vocal Projection and Expression: The speaker 
projects his or her voice so that it is clearly audible and uses timing, pauses, and 
variation of pitch to bring variety to the speech. 

_______ B.  Performance/Delivery of Speech Comments:

The presentation reflects the speaker’s understanding of the mood of the 
speech or Scripture passage; the message is presented clearly; the speaker 
demonstrates style, proper emphasis, phrasing, contrast, fluency and flow of 
presentation, and no hesitation or confusion.

_______ C.  Platform Presence Comments:

The speaker shows life and involvement in the subject matter; demonstrates 
control in the use of facial expression, eye contact with the audience, muscle 
tone, gestures, poise, stance, and movement so that they do not distract from 
the message of the speech.

_______ D.  Selection Content Comments:

Organizational structure is clear and orderly with an interesting beginning and 
effective conclusion; shows effective use of grammar and descriptive vocabulary 
and terminology. Supporting materials effectively support arguments; the 
speaker knows the material.

_______ E.  Overall Effectiveness Comments:

The selection is tasteful and appropriate. The speaker seeks to appeal to 
both logic and emotion. The presentation has human interest appeal, and the 
speaker shows a positive approach and use of imagination/creativity.

_______ Point Subtotal

Penalty Points (10 maximum) are points subtracted for not fulfilling category requirements.

Circle area:  Introduction  Manuscript/Note cards  Selection  Props/Costume  Memorization  Gestures  Time Limit

_______ Deduction(s), with explanation:  ________________________________________________________________________

_______ Total Points Division (Circle one):    Lower    Upper Time Used _________________

Key: Superior 50–45    Excellent 44–37    Good 36–24

Final Rating (Check one): _____Superior _____Excellent _____Good
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Judging Sheet B
Dramatic Interpretation, Humorous Interpretation, Interpretation of Children’s Literature

Student Name ________________________ Student # _____ Round # _____ Judge’s #/Initials _____ Category _____________

Judge:  Please make your own decision. However, scores should be compared after the first 3–4 presentations to ensure they 
are within a 10-point range. Do not discuss scores within the hearing range of contestants.

Each category below receives up to 10 points: Strong performance 9–10, Maturing performance 7–8, 
Developing performance 5–6, Emerging performance 3–4, Beginning performance 0–2.

_______ A.  Voice/Speech Comments:

Diction: The words have a natural flow, and proper articulation, 
pronunciation, and enunciation are used. Vocal Projection and Expression: 
The speaker projects his or her voice so that it is clearly audible and uses 
timing, pauses, and variation of pitch to bring variety to the speech.

_______ B.  Characterization Comments:

Characters “come alive” through voice, facial expression, body language, 
and emotion. The presenter demonstrates consistency of character(s) and 
shows a distinction between characters if portraying more than one.

_______ C.  Use of Body Comments:

Gestures and body movements are natural and enhance the performance.

_______ D.  Platform Presence Comments:

The performer is poised and comfortable, has proper posture, draws 
the audience into the scene and holds their attention, and develops a 
mental rapport with the audience. The speaker has proper interpretation, 
comprehension, emphasis, and creation of mood.

_______ E.  Overall Effectiveness Comments:

The speaker shows proficiency of delivery. The selection is tasteful and 
appropriate. The speaker shows knowledge of material, no hesitation or 
confusion, and no necessity for prompting.

_______ Point Subtotal

Penalty Points (10 maximum) are points subtracted for not fulfilling category requirements.

Circle area:  Introduction  Manuscript/Note cards  Selection  Props/Costume  Memorization  Gestures  Time Limit

_______ Deduction(s), with explanation:  ________________________________________________________________________

_______ Total Points Division (Circle one):    Lower    Upper Time Used _________________

Key: Superior 50–45    Excellent 44–37    Good 36–24

Final Rating (Check one): _____Superior _____Excellent _____Good
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Judging Sheet C
Drama: Individual Acting

Student Name ________________________ Student # _____ Round # _____ Judge’s #/Initials _____ Category _____________

Judge:  Please make your own decision. However, scores should be compared after the first 3–4 presentations to ensure they 
are within a 10-point range. Do not discuss scores within the hearing range of contestants.

Each category below receives up to 10 points: Strong performance 9–10, Maturing performance 7–8, 
Developing performance 5–6, Emerging performance 3–4, Beginning performance 0–2.

_______ A.  Comprehension and Purpose of the Scene Comments:

The actor understands the meaning of the scene. 
The scene builds logically. The author’s message is 
communicated.

_______ B.  Comprehension and Projection of Role Comments:

The actor understands the character’s needs and goals. The emotions 
of the character are understood and projected to the audience. The 
motivations and objectives are understood by the actor.

_______ C.  Characterization Comments:

The actor stays in character during the scene. The actor can be heard 
and understood. The voice and body are appropriate for the character. 
The props are handled well. Good pantomime techniques are evident. 
Movement and gestures are appropriate.

_______ D.  Staging Comments:

The stage is set logically and is appropriate for the scene. The actor is 
aware of good blocking techniques. The actor makes good and imaginative 
use of the stage. The blocking is clear-cut, well-motivated, and purposeful.

_______ E.  Contrast Comments:

The actor shows contrast through the two scenes selected. The actor 
demonstrates versatility in the two contrasting scenes.

_______ Point Subtotal

_______ Deduction(s), with explanation:  ________________________________________________________________________

_______ Total Points Division (Circle one):    Lower    Upper Time Used _________________

Key: Superior 50–45    Excellent 44–37    Good 36–24

Final Rating (Check one): _____Superior _____Excellent _____Good
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Judging Sheet D
Drama: Duet Acting

Student Name ________________________ Student # _____ Round # _____ Judge’s #/Initials _____ Category _____________

Judge:  Please make your own decision. However, scores should be compared after the first 3–4 presentations to ensure they 
are within a 10-point range. Do not discuss scores within the hearing range of contestants.

Each category below receives up to 10 points: Strong performance 9–10, Maturing performance 7–8, 
Developing performance 5–6, Emerging performance 3–4, Beginning performance 0–2.

_______ A.  Comprehension and Purpose of the Scene Comments:

The actors understand the meaning of the scene. 
The scene builds logically. The author’s message is 
communicated.

_______ B.  Comprehension and Projection of Role Comments:

The actors understand the character’s needs and goals. The emotions 
of the character are understood and projected to the audience. The 
motivations and objectives are understood by the actors.

_______ C.  Characterization Comments:

The actors stay in character throughout their scene. The actors can be 
heard and understood. The voices and body movements are appropriate for 
the characters. The props are handled well. Good pantomime techniques 
are evident. The movements and gestures are appropriate.

_______ D.  Staging Comments:

The stage is set logically and is appropriate for the scene. The actors are 
aware of good blocking techniques. The actors make good and imaginative 
use of the stage. The blocking is clear-cut, well-motivated, and purposeful.

_______ E.  Contrast Comments:

The actors understand and maintain the relationship between the 
characters. The actors listen and respond appropriately to each other. The 
scene is well balanced.

_______ Point Subtotal

_______ Deduction(s), with explanation:  ________________________________________________________________________

_______ Total Points Division (Circle one):    Lower    Upper Time Used _________________

Key: Superior 50–45    Excellent 44–37    Good 36–24

Final Rating (Check one): _____Superior _____Excellent _____Good
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Judging Sheet E
TV News Team

Student/Group # _______  Round # _____________ Judge’s #/Initials _______________  Category ________________

Judge:  Please make your own decision. However, scores should be compared after the first 3–4 presentations to ensure they 
are within a 10-point range. Do not discuss scores within the hearing range of contestants.

Verbal/Nonverbal Judging Criteria

Each category below can receive up to 10 points: Strong performance 9–10, Maturing performance 7–8, 
Developing performance 5–6, Emerging performance 3–4, Beginning performance 0–2.

Note: Please write comments next to each area and write any additional comments on the reverse side of this page.

_______ A. Verbal—Clarity, volume, enunciation Comments:

_______ B. Verbal—Variety, timing, pitch, use of pause

_______ C. Verbal—Animation, fluency, expression

_______ D. Nonverbal—Movement/Effective gestures

_______ E. Nonverbal— Poise/Ease of stance/facial expression/natural 
presentation

Content Judging Criteria

Each category can receive up to 5 points: Strong performance 5, Maturing performance 4, 
Developing performance 3, Emerging performance 2, Beginning performance 0–1.

_______ A. Content— Distribution of agenda/fully scripted material Comments:

_______ B. Content—Specific use of background material

_______ C. Content—Function of anchor

_______ D. Content—Use of expected sources

_______ E. Content—All categories included

_______ F. Content— Quotations used judiciously and properly

_______ G. Content—Appropriate use of visual aids

_______ H. Content—Commercials

_______ I. Content—Christian worldview

_______ J. Content— Word usage, grammar, writing organization

_______ Point Subtotal

_______ Deduction(s), with explanation:  ________________________________________________________________________

_______ Total Points Division (Circle one):    Lower    Upper Time Used _________________

Key: Superior 100–87 Excellent 86–70 Good 69–50

Final Rating (Check one): _____Superior _____Excellent _____Good
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Judging Sheet F
Reader’s Theatre

Student/Group # ______________  Round # ___________  Judge’s #/Initials _____________  Category ______________

Judge:  Please make your own decision. However, scores should be compared after the first 3–4 presentations to ensure they 
are within a 10-point range. Do not discuss scores within the hearing range of contestants.

Each category can receive up to 10 points: Strong performance 9–10, Maturing performance 7–8, 
Developing performance 5–6, Emerging performance 3–4, Beginning performance 0–2.

_______ A.  Voice/Speech Comments:

Diction: The words have a natural flow, and proper articulation, 
pronunciation, and enunciation are used. Vocal Projection and Expression: 
The speakers project their voices so that they are clearly audible and use 
timing, pauses, and variation of pitch to bring variety to the speech.

_______ B.  Characterization Comments:

Characters are recreated through the use of voice, facial expression, and 
stance. The mood and emotion of the characters is displayed. Distinction 
between characters is evident. Voicing contributes to a sense of the 
literature.

_______ C.  Performance Comments:

The flow and transitions between parts are accurate and smooth. There is a 
creative visualization of the setting, using allowed objects and actors.

_______ D.  Platform Presence Comments:

The performers possess poise, draw the audience into the scene, hold 
the audience’s attention, and develop a mental rapport with the audience. 
The performers have proper interpretation, comprehension, emphasis, and 
creation of mood. Students pick up on cues from other performers without 
looking at each other. Posture, bodily movement, gestures, and facial 
expression add to the presentation and do not distract from its message.

_______ E.  Overall Effectiveness Comments:

The delivery is proficient. The selection is tasteful and appropriate. The 
performers show knowledge of material, no hesitation or confusion, and 
no necessity for prompting. Group effort: Attention is not given to any one 
individual. The performance shows originality and organization of thought (if 
more than one source used).

_______ Point Subtotal
Penalty Points (10 maximum) are points subtracted for not fulfilling category requirements.

Circle area: Introduction Manuscript/Note cards, Selection, Props/Costume, Memorization, Gestures

_______ Deduction(s), with explanation:  _________________________________________________________________________ 

_______ Total Points Division (Circle one):    Lower    Upper Time Used _________________

Key: Key: Superior 50–45    Excellent 44–37    Good 36–24

Final Rating (Check one): _____Superior _____Excellent _____Good




