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Ordinance 747-2019 would require owners of all rental properties built before 1978 to obtain 
lead-safe certificates for their units by March 1, 2023. Implementing this ordinance would have a 
considerable impact on the Cleveland’s rental housing stock, over 75% of which was built before 1978. 

Feasibility of inspection timeline.  The ordinance would require lead inspections for over 60,000 pre-
1978 rental units in Cleveland. In order for all units to be tested by the deadline, the region would need to 
add 64 licensed lead inspectors. Our analysis of licensing requirements suggests that this is possible, but a 
rapid increase in licensed inspectors would be necessary to inspect all units by March 2023.

Total cost of compliance.  The total cost of bringing all rental units in Cleveland into compliance would 
be $128.5 million. This includes registration fees, mandatory lead inspections, and abatement/remediation. 

Impact on supply of rental housing. Nearly 3,500 rental units could come off the market due to 
mitigation costs exceeding the revenue-generating ability of the property, even after accounting for an 
average monthly rent increase of $100. Over 80% of the units that would be taken off the market rent for 
$750 per month or less, indicating the disproportionately negative impact on lower-cost units.

FIGURE 1. Lead-safe Ordinance Impact on Cleveland Rental Market

TABLE 1. Estimated Costs of Compliance with Proposed Ordinance

Item Number of Units
Estimated Cost

Per Unit
Total Cost
(millions)

Registration 79,348 $70 $5.6

Initial Inspection 62,280 $350 $21.8

Mitigation/Abatement 39,468 $0 to $15,000 $87.4

Second Inspection for Failing Units 39,468 $350 $13.8

Total Cost of Compliance: $128.5

Source: Anderson Economic Group analysis of base data from the U.S. Census Bureau, U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, Dewalt et al., American Healthy Homes Survey.
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Source: AEG analysis of base data from U.S. Census Bureau, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development, American Healthy Homes Survey, and Center for Government Research.


