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Cynthia (Cindy) Oksanen, Ph.D., is currently a senior director of Formulation and Process 
Design at Pfizer in Groton, Conn. She leads a multidisciplinary group of 60 scientists and 
engineers responsible for developing both clinical and commercial formulations through 
product launch. Additionally, her group is responsible for the development and application 
of predictive approaches for process understanding, including computational models. 
 

 
Oksanen received her bachelor’s in pharmacy from the University of Connecticut and her master’s and doctorate 
degrees in pharmacy at the University of Wisconsin. She has published and presented in the areas of water-
polymer interactions, roller compaction, dosage form development, and product robustness. She has over 30 
years of experience in the pharmaceutical industry, where she has had a key role in the development of material 
sparing tools, materials assessment, controlled release dosage forms, best practices for solid dosage form 
development, application of computational models to drug product processing, and development of continuous 
processing.  
At Pfizer, Oksanen has been a committed promoter of diversity and equity. She has been an active member of the 
Pfizer Women’s Leadership Network and is a past president.  
 
Oksanen has been an active volunteer in the pharmaceutical sciences community. She was a member of the 
International Consortium for Innovation and Quality in Pharmaceutical Development Drug Product Leadership 
Group, a member of the Product Quality Research Institute working group on Process Robustness and a 
member/meeting chair for the University of Wisconsin - June Land O’Lakes Teaching Conference planning 
committee.  
 
Oksanen has been a member of AAPS since 1992. Throughout her career, she contributed actively to various AAPS 
activities and programming. She has been a member of the AAPS Audit Committee, Finance Committee, Content 
Advisory Committee, and the Publications Committee. She was co-chair of the 2009 AAPS Workshop on Process 
Modeling. Oksanen was chair of the Manufacturing Science and Engineering (MSE) section of AAPS. 
 


