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Lakshmi Amaravadi, Ph.D., is vice president and head of Translational Medicine at Boston Pharmaceuticals, 
Cambridge, Mass. Her industry experience includes leading teams of scientists in the biotech and pharmaceutical 
industry who are responsible for developing and implementing biomarker and bioanalytical strategies from the 
late preclinical stage through clinical development and post-marketing phases including the development of 
diagnostic/chemiluminescent immunoassays.  
 
Her experience spans multiple therapeutic areas including inflammation, neurology, oncology, and rare diseases. 
Amaravadi is a recognized expert in the area of translational biomarkers, pharmacokinetics (PK), and 
immunogenicity assessments in support of drug development from late research through registration.  
 
Amaravadi earned her doctorate in cell and molecular biology from Indiana State University, Ind. She then 
continued her academic research as a postdoctoral fellow at the Walther Oncology Center, Indiana University 
School of Medicine.  
 
Amaravadi entered industry as a postdoctoral scientist at Eli Lilly & Company, Indianapolis, Ind., following which 
she continued her industry career as a scientist at Millennium Pharmaceuticals, Cambridge, Mass (1998‒2003).  
 
She later joined Biogen, Cambridge, Mass., as a senior scientist in the Clinical Sciences Department, overseeing 
and executing immunogenicity and PK analysis of the biologics pipeline. After assuming positions of increased 
responsibility, she built and led a strong scientific group responsible for developing translational biomarker 
strategies including bioanalytical immunogenicity and biomarker analysis (2003‒2015).  
 
Amaravadi then held roles as head of biomarkers and clinical bioanalysis in the Translational Medicine 
Department at Sanofi Genzyme and global head of Biomarker & Bioanalytical Development at Shire, both of which 
focused on development of rare disease therapies. During her career, she authored several publications, 
contributed to several white papers, and became a well-recognized expert in the area of biomarkers, 
immunogenicity, and bioanalysis.  
 
Throughout her career, Amaravadi contributed actively to various AAPS activities and programming. Below are 
some notable roles and accomplishments. 
 
Amaravadi was nominated for and elected as the leader of the well-reputed AAPS Ligand Binding Assay 
Bioanalytical Focus Group (LBABFG). During her time as chair-elect (2012‒2014) and chair (2014‒2016), she led 
the organization of this large team with a broad scope into sustainable PK assay, immunogenicity, and biomarker 
tracks, all of which transitioned into the current AAPS Communities structure. During her tenure, LBABFG 
strengthened their scientific leadership by publishing several white papers and engaging with regulatory agencies 
around the world on several guidance documents. 
 
Amaravadi contributed various programming proposals at AAPS meetings. She served as the Biotechnology 
Section representative on the National Biotechnology Conference Programming Committee (2015‒2016) and the 
bioanalytics track chair on the PharmSci 360 Scientific Programming Committee (2018‒2019). 
 
She is a member of the University of Wisconsin – Land O’Lakes Bioanalytical Organizing Committee and served as 
the committee’s chair in 2018.  
 
As an active leader in the AAPS Bioanalytical Community and AAPS Biomarkers and Precision Medicine 
Community, Amaravadi is engaged in strengthening cross-functional collaborations and impact with other 
communities. 


