
VISION 
A STORY OF 
PREVENTION
One child’s path to 
seeing clearly

ALL 
CHILDREN 
SEE
Supporting good 
vision for all



Our mission 
is to end 
preventable 
vision loss 
in children.

The eyes of a child are small miracles.

Preventable vision loss is a huge tragedy. 

If we can look into the eyes of every child, we can 

prevent the preventable. We can treat the treatable. 

We can correct the correctable. It starts with an eye 

screening, it continues with proper treatment, and 

ends with a child who sees clearly for life.



A Story of
Prevention

Children don’t know how well they are supposed to see. 
Parents don’t always know that their child has a vision issue—
there are often no obvious signs that a child is struggling to 
see the world clearly.

One of the most common childhood vision problems is 
Amblyopia, or “lazy eye.” Amblyopia occurs when the brain 
tells an eye to stop seeing. Vision is lost, and because of 
the way the brain develops, vision correction becomes 
T\JO�TVYL�KPɉJ\S[�I`�[OL�[PTL�H�JOPSK�PZ� �`LHYZ�VSK·
sometimes impossible.

This is precisely why early vision screening in children is so 
important. Vision screening instruments detect abnormalities 
PU�JOPSKYLU»Z�L`LZ�HUK�JHU�IL�LɈLJ[P]L�VU�PUMHU[Z�HZ�`V\UN�HZ�
six months of age. The earlier the treatment, the better the 
vision outcome.

Four-year old Aila is a vision screening success story. During 
a routine visit to her pediatrician, when Aila was only three 
years old, she failed a vision screening test. Her mother, 
Bonnie, had absolutely no idea that Aila had a vision problem. 
As is common, there were no signs that one of Aila’s eyes 
^HZ�ZPNUPÄJHU[S`�^LHRLY�[OHU�[OL�V[OLY��

Above: Patching helps prevent vision loss. 
Left: All children deserve to see the world clearly.

If you see with 
innocent eyes, 
everything is divine. 

Federico Fellini



Aila’s pediatrician referred her to a Pediatric 
Ophthalmologist. Careful examination showed that 
Aila’s left eye was normal, but her right eye was 
ZPNUPÄJHU[S`�MHYZPNO[LK��JH\ZPUN�H�WYVMV\UK�KLJYLHZL�PU�
her vision. With the vision discrepancy between her two 
eyes, her brain was starting to exclusively rely upon the 
stronger eye. Without treatment, Aila would have never 
been able to restore the vision in her right eye.

If it weren’t for the screening, 
she could have lost vision in 
one eye,” said Bonnie. “I am 
just so thankful.” 

There are multiple causes of Amblyopia, and all 
of them can lead to permanent vision loss if left 
\U[YLH[LK��(TIS`VWPH�LɈLJ[Z�HIV\[������VM�JOPSKYLU��
In the United States alone, this translates to 100,000 
children with vision loss each year! If every child’s 
vision is screened and the child receives appropriate 
follow-up care, we can prevent this vision loss. 
It is preventable!

Aila was treated with glasses to correct the unequal 
farsightedness between her eyes.Her stronger eye was 

patched to “wake up” the brain, which forced her to 
use her weaker eye. (Patching is a process where the 
strong eye is covered to force the brain to reengage 
with the weaker eye so as to retrain it to use that 
eye and restore its vision). After a little over a year of 
treatment, Aila’s vision is now strong in both eyes. 

For best results, early detection and treatment of 
children’s eye problems are critical. It also helps avoid 
the possible social stigma of wearing a patch and can 
often shorten the duration of treatment.

Aila was extremely fortunate. Some children in the 
US do not have access to comprehensive eye exams 
after a failed vision screening simply because of 
socio-economic circumstances. The Children’s Eye 
Foundation of the American Association for Pediatric 
Ophthalmology and Strabismus is dedicated to 
ensuring that all children have early vision screening 
and treatment. Through education and direct patient 
care, we save children’s sight. 

Join us! Make a gift and help us save children 
from preventable vision loss through early 
vision screening and appropriate treatment. 

Aila at home with her family.

MAKE A GIFT!
,]LY`�NPM[�THRLZ�H�KPɈLYLUJL�PU�ZH]PUN�JOPSKYLU»Z�ZPNO[��1VPU�*,-�VM�
AAPOS by making a gift today. There are many ways to make a gift. 
:VTL�KVUVYZ�WYLMLY�[V�NP]L�TVU[OS �̀�V[OLYZ�ÄUK�H�WSHUULK�NPM[�HSSV^Z�
them to give more generously. Friends of CEF of AAPOS have also 
planned fundraising events on our behalf and generated donations 
through Facebook fundraisers or cause-related marketing. 

SPREAD THE WORD!
Learn about our important work by joining us on social media  
and sharing our posts with your friends and family. 
Facebook: Facebook.com/childrenseye/
Twitter: Twitter.com/childrenseyefou

VOLUNTEER!
We are always looking for ways to amplify our message.  
Reach out to us and learn more about how you can help 
disseminate information about All Children See—our direct  
patient care program—and share the message about the 
importance of early vision screening. 

DONATE ONLINE
ChildrensEyeFoundation.org

DONATE BY PHONE
������������� 

DONATE BY MAIL
655 Beach Street
:HU�-YHUJPZJV��*(� ��� 

DONATE BY EMAIL
JLɈHHWVZ'HHV�VYN

There are many ways you can help 
CEF of AAPOS:

CEF of AAPOS funds a broad spectrum of initiatives necessary to 

end preventable vision loss in children, from educating the public, 

to funding innovative research, to training physician-scientists, to 

developing delivery systems of care to underserved populations, to 

providing comprehensive eye exams to children in need in the US. 

How you can 
Help CEF of AAPOS



All Children See (ACS) is a public service program 
of the Children’s Eye Foundation of AAPOS. ACS is 
ILPUN�SH\UJOLK�PU������[V�WYV]PKL�H�JYP[PJHSS`�ULLKLK�
pathway to quality eye exams for all children (18 and 
under), regardless of socioeconomic circumstances. 

4VYL�[OHU����VM�JOPSKYLU�\UKLY�[OL�HNL�VM����HYL�ISPUK�
VY�]PZ\HSS`�PTWHPYLK��HUK�\W�[V����VM�`V\UN�JOPSKYLU�
are at risk for permanent vision loss from conditions 
such as amblyopia (also known as “lazy eye”) and 
strabismus. Nearsightedness, farsightedness, and 
astigmatism are the most common vision disorders in 
JOPSKYLU��������VM�WYLZJOVVSLYZ�HUK�����VM�ZJOVVS�
HNL�JOPSKYLU�OH]L�]PZPVU�WYVISLTZ�[OH[�HɈLJ[�[OLPY�
SLHYUPUN�HUK�X\HSP[`�VM�SPML��)LJH\ZL�����VM�SLHYUPUN�
is visual, vision plays a critical role in the cognitive, 
physical, and social development of a young child.  

For a variety of reasons, many children in the US have 
eye care needs that are not being met. Approximately 
����TPSSPVU�JOPSKYLU�KPK�UV[�OH]L�HU`�OLHS[O�PUZ\YHUJL�
JV]LYHNL�PU�������HU�PUJYLHZL�VM���������JOPSKYLU�MYVT�
[OL�WYL]PV\Z�`LHY��>L�JHUUV[�HɈVYK�[V�HSSV^�V\Y�JOPSKYLU�
to forgo care. The consequences of delaying treatment 
for children with visual impairment can be life-long—
including vision loss.

All Children See pairs children needing a comprehensive 
L`L�L_HT�^P[O�ULHYI �̀�OPNOS`�X\HSPÄLK�WLKPH[YPJ�
ophthalmologists. ACS prioritizes seeing children who 
have already failed a vision screening and partners with 
eyeglass companies, eye patching companies, and 
other organizations that provide any necessary follow-
up care. Together, we are ending preventable vision loss 
in children through our All Children See program.

Investment Opportunities

All Children See
PRINCIPAL PROGRAM



Innovation Fund

Investment Opportunities

Each year, the American Association for Pediatric 
Ophthalmology and Strabismus (AAPOS) hosts 
an annual symposium where leading experts and 
YLZLHYJOLYZ�PU�[OL�ÄLSK�ZOHYL�PUMVYTH[PVU�HIV\[�
cutting-edge technology and the latest innovations 
in care. Colleagues from around the world convene 
to learn from one another and build relationships that 
M\Y[OLY�HK]HUJL�WLKPH[YPJ�VWO[OHSTVSVN �̀�0U�������
thanks to the generosity of Dr. Marilyn Miller, CEF 
of AAPOS began underwriting the costs of pediatric 

ophthalmologists outside the US who were unable to 
cover the fees associated with attending the meeting. 
0U[LYUH[PVUHS�VWO[OHSTVSVNPZ[Z�M\Y[OLY�ILULÄ[�MYVT�H�
vastly expanded collegial network and develop skills 
they bring back to their respective countries, where 
they are encouraged to share what they have learned 
in their localities and beyond. In future years, we aspire 
to extend this award and sponsor the attendee for a 
one-week preceptorship, learning from a US pediatric 
ophthalmologist in his/her clinic and surgical practice.

Research is critical to advancing therapies, 
interventions, preventative measures, and, eventually, 
cures. The Children’s Eye Foundation of AAPOS has 
always placed funding promising research among its 
highest priorities and has funded nearly 80 scientists 
in its 50-year history. The funding we provide is 
often “seed funding” that helps young investigators 
demonstrate their ideas as viable and worthy of 
ZPNUPÄJHU[�JVU[PU\LK�PU]LZ[TLU[��;V�KH[L��MVY�L]LY`�
dollar we have invested in research, there has been a 
more than 10-fold investment from other grant-making 
entities thereafter.

Our grant awards are selective and directed to the most 
promising proposals, as determined by the AAPOS 
Research Committee. In addition to selecting grantees, 
[OPZ�ZLHZVULK�JVTTP[[LL�VM�YLZLHYJOLYZ�VɈLYZ�N\PKHUJL�
to the grant recipients throughout the process of their 
investigative work. 

Making an investment in research with the CEF  
of AAPOS enables the best and brightest researchers in 
[OL�ÄLSK�[V�YHWPKS`�YLZWVUK�[V�PUUV]H[P]L�PKLHZ�HUK�UL^�
opportunities to further our common mission of ending 
preventable vision loss in children.

Global Education and Training

Africa ROP

Investment Opportunities

Screening eyes early is critically important to CEF 
of AAPOS’ mission to end preventable vision loss 
in children. For this reason, we invest considerable 
resources to educate the public about the importance 
of early vision screening. Through videos, educational 
resources distributed in schools, daycares and 
community centers, as well as through other 

promotional materials, CEF of AAPOS provides 
meaningful, credible education for parents and 
other care providers to keep children’s eyes healthy. 
Increased investment in educational resources enables 
us to extend our reach and ensure that parents 
know how important it is to screen eyes early. Early 
detection leads to much better outcomes. 

Every year, thousands of newborn babies in Sub-
Saharan Africa (SSA) are going blind because 
physicians lack the training, supplies, and equipment 
they need to prevent blindness. This epidemic of 
blind babies is emerging in SSA from Retinopathy of 
Prematurity (ROP). 

967�^HZ�ÄYZ[�YLJVNUPaLK�PU�[OL�<:�HUK�,\YVWL�^OLU�
premature babies began to survive in newly created 
Neonatal Intensive Care Units (NICUs). Though 
survival rates increased, babies received excessive 
oxygen in these NICUs, which often led to blindness. 
;VKH �̀�KL]LSVWLK�JV\U[YPLZ�ILULÄ[�MYVT�T\S[PWSL�
enhancements in NICUs and treatments for ROP, 
^OPJO�OH]L�Z\IZLX\LU[S`�ZPNUPÄJHU[S`�YLK\JLK�[OL�
incidence of blindness.

In developing countries in SSA, ROP is becoming 
a more common cause of childhood blindness as 
survival rates for premature infants increase, but 
oxygen is not regulated properly. At present, many 
countries in SSA lack the infrastructure and equipment 
necessary to reduce the incidence of ROP, provide 
WYVWLY�ZJYLLUPUN��VY�[YLH[�P[�LɈLJ[P]LS �̀�

CEF of AAPOS, in partnership with The International 
Pediatric Ophthalmology and Strabismus Council 
(IPOSC), is seeking funding to develop protocols, 
educational materials, and screening techniques, 
as well as to provide equipment to neonatal centers 
in Africa. This critically important initiative, once 
executed, will give many thousands of children the 
joy of sight for life.

Educational Resources



AMBLYOPIA
Amblyopia is decreased vision in one or both eyes due to abnormal development of vision during 
childhood. With amblyopia, there may not be an obvious problem of the eye. Vision loss occurs because 
nerve pathways between the brain and the eye aren’t properly stimulated. The brain “learns” to see only 
blurry images with the amblyopic eye even when glasses are used. As a result, the brain favors one eye, 
usually due to poor vision in the other eye. Left untreated, total blindness can occur in the eye with poor 
vision. Another term commonly used for amblyopia is “lazy eye.” It is the leading cause of vision loss 
among children. 

PATCHING
6UL�LɈLJ[P]L�[YLH[TLU[�MVY�(TIS`VWPH�PZ�JHSSLK�WH[JOPUN��;V�Z[YLUN[OLU�[OL�^LHRLY�L`L�HUK�OLSW�YL[YHPU�[OL�
brain to use the weaker eye, a patch is used to cover the strong eye that sees better. Over time, with the 
eye that sees better covered for certain hours every day, the weak eye and brain relearn to work together. 
Eventually, the patch is not needed and the weak eye works together with the strong eye. Often glasses 
are still needed to correct the near-sightedness far-sightedness, or astigmatism in one or both eyes. This 
(TIS`VWPH�[YLH[TLU[�Z[HY[Z�[V�SVZL�LɈLJ[P]LULZZ�HM[LY�H�JOPSK�PZ�UPUL�`LHYZ�VSK��HZ�[OL�IYHPU�ILJVTLZ�SLZZ�
HISL�[V�HKHW[�HUK�JOHUNL��:VTL[PTLZ�L`L�KYVWZ�HYL�\ZLK�[V�[OL�ZHTL�LɈLJ[�HZ�WH[JOPUN��;OLZL�L`L�KYVWZ�
make the vision blurry in the eye getting the drop but don’t completely block the vision like a patch. 

STRABISMUS
This means that the eyes are not straight. This doesn’t tell you whether the eyes are crossed in, turned out, 
turned up, or turned down. Strabismus prevents the eyes from focusing or working together to see clearly. 
It is commonly referred to as cross-eyed or wall-eyed.

We want you to be informed. To better help you, we thought 
P[�NVVK�[V�WYV]PKL�H�ML^�KLÄUP[PVUZ�VM�]PZPVU�YLSH[LK�[LYTZ�

Helpful 'HðQLWLRQV

DONATE ONLINE
ChildrensEyeFoundation.org

DONATE BY PHONE
������������� 

DONATE BY MAIL
655 Beach Street
:HU�-YHUJPZJV��*(� ��� 
����������� 

DONATE BY EMAIL
JLɈHHWVZ'HHV�VYN


