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American Academy of Nursing Announces 2011 Living Legends 
Five distinguished nurse leaders will be celebrated during the Annual Conference 

and Meeting on October 13, 2011 
 

Washington, DC (August 25, 2011) – The American Academy of Nursing is proud to honor five nurse leaders as 
Living Legends for their extraordinary accomplishments and life-time achievements.  Designation as a Living 
Legend represents the Academy’s highest recognition. 
 
The 2011 Living Legends include: 

• Patricia Benner, PhD, RN, FAAN, Professor Emerita in the Department of Social and Behavioral 
Sciences at the University of California, San Francisco and former Senior Scholar at the Carnegie 
Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching; 

• Suzanne Feetham, PhD, RN, FAAN, the first non-physician chair of professional and policy 
organizations including the Michigan Myelodysplasia Assoication, the Spina Bifida Association of the 
America-Medical Advisory groups, and the Michigan Governor’s Commission on Crippled Children; 

• Ada Sue Hinshaw, PhD, RN, FAAN, current Dean and Professor at the Graduate School of Nursing, 
Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences, former Dean/Professor Emerita at the University of 
Michigan School of Nursing, and President of the Academy from 1999 to 2001; 

• Meridean L. Maas, PhD, RN, FAAN, Director of the inaugural John A. Hartford Center of Geriatric 
Excellence and inaugural executive board member of the Regent's Center for Nursing Classification and 
Clinical Effectiveness; and, 

• May L. Wykle, PhD, RN, FGSA, FAAN, first and former African-American Dean of the Frances Payne 
Bolton School of Nursing at Case Western University, the 24th President of Sigma Theta Tau International, 
and a recipient of the National Black Nurses Association Lifetime Achievement Award. 

 
Since the initiation of the award in 1994, the Academy has honored 82 Living Legends as a way to commemorate 
distinguished careers that have impacted health care through notable contributions to nursing practice, research, 
and education. A recognition ceremony is scheduled for Thursday, October 13, 2011, the opening night of the 
American Academy of Nursing 38th Annual Conference and Meeting at the Hyatt Regency on Capitol Hill in 
Washington, DC. A reception will follow. For more information visit www.AANnet.org. 
 
“We unite across generations of leadership as we celebrate the career contributions of these distinguished nurse 
leaders,” said Academy President Catherine L. Gilliss, DNSc, RN, FAAN. “We are inspired by their values and 
commitment and we hope to build on their success as we lead into the future to improve the nation’s health.” 
 
Each year, the Academy Board of Directors solicits nominations for Living Legends, vets the qualifications of each 
candidate, and selects a class of Living Legends. To be eligible, a Living Legend must have been a Fellow for at 
least 15 years and have demonstrated sustained influence and contributions of great distinction to nursing, health 
care, or the health care community. 
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Contact: Kat Piscatelli  
              Kat_Piscatelli@AANnet.org 
              (202) 777-1174 
 

### 
 

The American Academy of Nursing (www.aannet.org) anticipates and tracks national and international trends in 
health care, while addressing resulting issues of health care knowledge and policy. The Academy’s mission is to 

serve the public and nursing profession by advancing health policy and practice through the generation, synthesis, 
and dissemination of nursing knowledge. 
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