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Academy Actions

On July 13th the Academy signed onto a le�er reques�ng Congress add maternal and infant health
components to the Cures 2.0 Act. The le�er stressed that issues related to access to maternity care, workforce
shortages, and outcome dispari�es must be addresses as part of the pandemic response. Read the letter.

 
The Academy will be accep�ng art submissions from Fellows through September 1, 2020. Learn more and
submit your artwork here.

Fellow Highlights

Lauran Hardin, MSN, CNL, FNAP, FAAN, and Diana Mason, PhD, RN, FAAN, co-authored an article �tled
“Lessons From Complex Care in a COVID-19 World.”
 
Time published an article �tled “Amid Social Upheaval and COVID-19, Black Women Create Their Own Health
Care Support Networks” in which Monica McLemore, PhD, MPH, RN, FAAN is quoted for her work.
 
Linda Norman, DSN, RN, FAAN, participated in a panel focused on the medical aspects of COVID-19 with
Vanderbilt University and Vanderbilt University Medical Center.
 
Academy President-Elect Ken White, PhD, AGACNP-BC, FACHE, FAAN, co-authored an article �tled “Pallia�ve
care ci�zenship.”
 
Kelly Wolgast, Col (Ret.), DNP, RN, FACHE, FAAN, was named director of the new Penn State COVID
Opera�ons Control Center.
 

Jian Zhang, DNP, MS, FNP-BC, FAAN, was featured in a PBS News Hour interview,
"How planning and early ac�on helped San Francisco’s Chinatown control
coronavirus."

Featured Fellow
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As coronavirus cases have surged throughout Arizona in recent weeks, Anabell
Castro Thompson, MSN, APRN, ANP-C, FAANP, FAAN, has been instrumental in
implemen�ng a culturally competent care model to reduce health inequi�es by
improving access and trust within underserved communi�es in her role as Senior
Vice President of Health Equity at Equality Health.
 
Equality Health, through support of its founda�on, is providing coronavirus tes�ng,
educa�on, care, and access to vital resources to community members and
partners in areas impacted the hardest, par�cularly in the greater Phoenix region.
During the pandemic, the organiza�on has been hos�ng free COVID-19 drive-thru
tes�ng events to provide the predominantly La�nx communi�es of Central and
West Phoenix access to quality services. Ms. Thompson shared, however, that the
services go beyond tes�ng. In addi�on to conduc�ng COVID tests, the Equality
Health Cultural Care Model ensures individuals also receive educa�on on self-
isola�on and preven�ve measures to keep their families safe (the informa�on is
both culturally and language appropriate), access to Equality Health’s network of
over 4,500 providers, and connec�on to social resources such as rental and u�lity
assistance, internet access, and food security programs to name a few.
Addi�onally, the organiza�on deployed free telehealth technology to its medical
and behavioral health network providers to ensure that they could offer telehealth
services during the pandemic.
 
The success of the ini�al drive-thru event prompted the City of Phoenix and City of
Glendale, Sonora Quest Laboratories, and other local organiza�ons to partner with
Equality Health to launch addi�onal tes�ng events. Ms. Thompson noted that one
of the first events they offered was scheduled to be conducted over a four-hour
period and they expected to test 500 individuals. The event went on for twelve
hours and provided tes�ng to over 1,100 people. A�er wai�ng in the Arizona heat
for hours, one of the last cars in line was a mother-son pair who had driven an
elder member of their community to get tested because he had been experiencing
COVID-19 symptoms. “Doing this kind of work, seeing their gra�tude and
apprecia�on, shows that there are sectors of our popula�on that are forgo�en,”
said Ms. Thompson. “This experience was a reminder of the important work we
are doing and the work we have ahead.”

Anabell Castro Thompson 
(Source: Equality Health)

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One of the last cars to be tested
during Equality Health's second

drive-thru tes�ng event. 
(Image provided by Equality

Health)

News & Updates from National Organizations

American Nurses Associa�on (ANA) published a webinar: “COVID-19 Webinar Series: Racial Dispari�es
Webinar.
 
Elsevier launched the Coronavirus Research Hub to offer researchers and data scien�sts focused on a COVID-
19 vaccine, drug, clinical and other related research access to ar�cles and chapters for free.
 
The Interna�onal Centre on Nurse Migra�on (ICNM) is hos�ng a webinar �tled “Nurses on the Frontlines of a
Crisis: The Future of Nursing in a COVID-19 World” on July 31st at 9:00 AM EST.
 
The Kaiser Family Founda�on (KFF) released a “Health Tracking Poll for July 2020 - Coronavirus: Reopening,
Schools, And The Government Response." (Image below.)

http://send.aannet.org/link.cfm?r=Gpah46C-n36RkG3WtKawUg~~&pe=W526Fi2YfRlBWC5_SRtXV5GgYQr1Q7J03j9j9KdmXB-RZCIhryZRbRnvHJRfHtpsfvOHZrDEqJupS_s4spgIPw~~&t=lSru9nHG5psNV5B-whqn2g~~
http://send.aannet.org/link.cfm?r=Gpah46C-n36RkG3WtKawUg~~&pe=1OpimqVaT72IppuLNH3R0BuyiuAvS2qQpXkXZQ-fiQe-nzpCDSUG1vv8BaiaUbGlxL9P0oJbdGswGR2H3KvoLw~~&t=lSru9nHG5psNV5B-whqn2g~~
http://send.aannet.org/link.cfm?r=Gpah46C-n36RkG3WtKawUg~~&pe=rGavtPHc_QbAoTfQqZMX6uOA5TK0iCkbvuBNsirzUt07Q9AZdpZhkGw6DwZ92uDJW7lTWAplvDud6-RqbMik4Q~~&t=lSru9nHG5psNV5B-whqn2g~~
http://send.aannet.org/link.cfm?r=Gpah46C-n36RkG3WtKawUg~~&pe=5B7OJMgk25_1whaFr9VIvDSmOF20y_FqCkl1EmZ_nqieOBeJ71FA6VGuAV_yBpV6unNikjXuEscLxsELv4HoHQ~~&t=lSru9nHG5psNV5B-whqn2g~~
http://send.aannet.org/link.cfm?r=Gpah46C-n36RkG3WtKawUg~~&pe=4A00Mr_0bBPhegftfcqoOUiu_MN2-CKVNd69qGcNbR09xo25-fmzYGV6-e92HTBJ6usWehWA3fYGpTJEnmbS-g~~&t=lSru9nHG5psNV5B-whqn2g~~
http://send.aannet.org/link.cfm?r=Gpah46C-n36RkG3WtKawUg~~&pe=fgiMENzTteuhs4ApdMwLcNF4cSvsiuwByVDuv-YHClnswgrsGCDHfpL9dVUB0BGS1otRtAgyRzi_XsPZuZQ6dg~~&t=lSru9nHG5psNV5B-whqn2g~~
http://send.aannet.org/link.cfm?r=Gpah46C-n36RkG3WtKawUg~~&pe=6uSX5XWAvL2TmeD5bYBA6ffxGyZzRWk_9LDD9TD_GJLxBo0Sfj-lguRQUb4okqDgPE2SEJWoiJ43req4fOJ-hw~~&t=lSru9nHG5psNV5B-whqn2g~~
http://send.aannet.org/link.cfm?r=Gpah46C-n36RkG3WtKawUg~~&pe=iGmzjI-VbtMPw0vbMaidB-a1nzE_pLzEZKQOW3y-YT2bD0sWRLKp54Q23a4vM-FR9g3yy7WS08iKZzqXXs4GHw~~&t=lSru9nHG5psNV5B-whqn2g~~
http://send.aannet.org/link.cfm?r=Gpah46C-n36RkG3WtKawUg~~&pe=rN-mvwBVu3EfQ_4a58kUYCwFv2NMu0RssonbuAJ-yNp3NMa02JYiEd4qaL744cDQga8d5SWB3WWd75o9CvRWUg~~&t=lSru9nHG5psNV5B-whqn2g~~


The Kaiser Health News (KHN) published an article �tled “As Long Waits for Results Render COVID Tests
‘Useless,’ States Seek Workarounds.” KHN published an article �tled “As Coronavirus Pa�ents Skew Younger,
Tracing Task Seems All But Impossible.
 
Medscape recorded a podcast with Anthony Fauci, MD, on the show “Medicine and the Machine." In
providing updates on the current surge in coronavirus cases, Dr. Fauci stated, "We're all in it together and we're
gonna get through it." 
 
The Na�onal Academy of Medicine (NAM) and the American Public Health Associa�on (APHA)’s COVID-19
Conversa�ons will host it 12th webinar �tled “Managing Ongoing Surges — Lessons From the Front Lines” on
Wednesday, July 29, 2020 at 5:00 PM EST.
 
The Na�onal Academies of Science, Engineering, and Medicine (NASEM) will host a webinar �tled
“Commi�ee on Equitable Alloca�on of Vaccine for the Novel Coronavirus” on Friday, July 24th at 4:30 PM EST.
NASEM published a blog �tled “The Search for a COVID-19 Vaccine — ‘There’s No One Winner.’”
 
The New York Times (NYT) published an article �tled “Coronavirus in the U.S.: Latest Map and Case Count,"
more than 4 million people in the United States have been infected with COVID-19. (Image below from the
ar�cle shows hot spots across the United States.) 
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Poli�co published an article �tled “Vaccine-makers’ ‘no profit’ pledge s�rs doubts in Congress.”
 
The Robert Wood Johnson Founda�on (RWJF) published an article �tled “Changes in Health Insurance
Coverage Due to the COVID-19 Recession: Preliminary Es�mates Using Microsimula�on.”
 
The Washington Post published an article �tled “La�nos hit hard by coronavirus, but Chicago suggests it’s
even worse than it looks.”
 
The World Health Organiza�on (WHO) released “A guide to WHO’s guidance on COVID-19” to provide further
guidance on the novel coronavirus. WHO also released an article �tled “New COVID-19 Law Lab to provide
vital legal informa�on and support for the global COVID-19 response”

Federal Government Response

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

CDC Director, Robert Redfield, MD, released a statement in response to
misleading media reports of unreported cases. Dr. Redfield reinforced the
CDC's es�mate that there were 10 �mes more cases than reported.
CDC will host a webinar �tled “Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) and
Diabetes: The Importance of Preven�on, Management, and Support” on
July 28, 2020 at 2:00 PM EST. 
CDC continues to release guidance on a range of issues as states reopen
including “Interim Guidance on Management of Coronavirus Disease
2019 (COVID-19) in Correctional and Detention Facilities” and
“Considerations for Restaurants and Bars.”
CDC con�nues to update data on the number of COVID-19 cases and
deaths in the United States.

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS)
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CMS announced new ini�a�ves designed to protect nursing home
residents from COVID-19.
CMS announced the agency’s targeted approach to provide addi�onal
resources to nursing homes in COVID-19 hotspot areas.
CMS Administrator, Seema Verma convened a roundtable
discussionwith Detroit health care leaders, representa�ves from long-term
care facili�es, and other community stakeholders to discuss the impact of
and response to COVID-19 in nursing homes.
CMS continues to hold calls with clinicians, hospitals, other facili�es, and
states in an effort to keep stakeholders updated on COVID-19 efforts. Find
more general information on COVID-19.

Department for Health and Human Services (HHS)

HHS and the Department of Defense (DoD) announced an agreement with
U.S.-based Pfizer Inc. for large-scale produc�on and na�onwide delivery of
100 million doses of a COVID-19 vaccine in the United States following the
vaccine’s successful manufacture and approval.
HHS announced a new program, the Na�onal COVID-19 Tes�ng
Implementa�on Forum, to capture feedback between federal officials and
the private sector.
HHS Office of Minority Health (OMH) published a blog �tled “Hospitals
must do be�er to address minority mental health.”
HHS OCR issued guidance to ensure that recipients of federal financial
assistance comply with applicable federal civil rights laws and regula�ons
that prohibit discrimina�on in HHS-funded programs during COVID-19.
HHS announced it will begin distribu�ng $10 billion in a second round of
high impact COVID-19 area funding to hospitals star�ng next week.
HHS Chief Informa�on Officer, Jose Arrieta and CDC Director, Robert
Redfield, MD, provided an update for members of the media on HHS
efforts to gather and disseminate real-�me hospital data on COVID-19.
HHS announced a large-scale procurement of FDA-authorized rapid point-
of-care diagnos�c test instruments and tests to be distributed to nursing
homes in COVID-19 hotspot geographic areas.
HHS announced over $4 billion in addi�onal relief payments to healthcare
providers impacted by the coronavirus pandemic. 
HHS released the May and June COVID-19 state tes�ng plans. “The plans
include details on response to surge cases and how to reach vulnerable
popula�ons including minori�es, immunocompromised individuals and
older adults."

Food and Drug Administration (FDA)

FDA announced “Findings from Real-World Data Study Reveal Higher Risk
of Hospitaliza�on and Death Among Cancer Pa�ents with COVID-19,
Underscore Health Dispari�es.”
FDA released the fi�h episode of its podcast �tled “FDA Insight: Vaccines
for COVID-19, Part 1.”
FDA, along with CDC’s Na�onal Ins�tute for Occupa�onal Safety and
Health (NIOSH) and the Occupa�onal Safety and Health Administra�on
(OSHA), hosted a webinar on Respirators for Health Care Personnel Use
during the COVID-19 Pandemic.
FDA will host a virtual Town Hall for clinical laboratories and commercial
manufacturers that are developing or have developed diagnos�c tests for
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SARS-CoV-2 on July 29, 2020 from 12:15 - 1:15 PM EST. 
FDA released the fourth episode of its podcast �tled “FDA Insight: Clinical
Trials and Treatments for COVID-19.”

National Institutes of Health (NIH)

NIH announced an increase in the number, quality and type of daily tests
for detec�ng SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19, and help reduce
inequi�es for underserved popula�ons that have been dispropor�onately
affected by the disease.
NIH published new guidelines related to the novel coronavirus (COVID-19)
with updated epidemilogic data and new sec�ons on Remdesivir,
Cor�costeroids, Mesenchymal Stem Cells, among others. 
NIH and the Na�onal Ins�tute on Allergy and Infec�ous Diseases
(NIAID)announced the experimental COVID-19 vaccine is safe and
generates immune response as an update to the ongoing Phase 1 trial. 

International Council of Nurses Releases Song to Celebrate Nurses Everywhere

(Source: International Council of Nurses)
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