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Academy News

February 5: The Academy sent a le�er to Representa�ve Lauren Underwood (D-IL-14) suppor�ng her bill,
the Black Maternal Health Momnibus Act of 2021 (Momnibus). The Momnibus is a set of 12 individual bills
that aim to improve maternal health outcomes in the United States, par�cularly among Black mothers. Of
note, the Maternal Health Pandemic Response Act will invest in federal programs to address the unique risks
for and effects of COVID-19 during and a�er pregnancy. Read more.

Featured Fellow

Dawn Aycock, PhD, RN, ANP-BC, FAHA, FAAN, Associate Professor, Director
of PhD in Nursing Program, Byrdine F. Lewis College of Nursing and Health
Professions, Georgia State University, is using her Be�y Irene Moore
Fellowship for Nurse Leaders and Innovators to tailor her Stroke Counseling
for Risk Reduc�on (SCORRE) interven�on for young African-American men,
an increasingly at-risk, understudied popula�on. Since the pandemic, Dr.
Aycock has studied the dispropor�onate impact the disease has had on her
popula�on.

“COVID-19 and systemic racism have really changed the way that I look at this study because we’re seeing an
increase in stroke related to COVID,” she says. “More young adults are presen�ng to hospitals with strokes.”

Dr. Aycock intends to further study the exacerba�on of stress and mental health issues as a result of the
pandemic and ways to increase awareness of personal stroke risk and healthy lifestyle behaviors in a study
beginning early this year. Read more.

Fellow Highlights

Mary Ann Fuchs, DNP, RN, NEA-BC, FAAN, Diana Mason, PhD, RN, FAAN, and Honorary Fellow Rev. Dr. Lorina
Marshall-Blake, MGA, FAAN will par�cipate in a webinar �tled “Nurses on the Frontline: Strengthening
America’s Health Care Workforce” on Monday, February 22nd at 2pm ET hosted by The Na�onal Ins�tute for
Health Care Management (NIHCM) Founda�on.

https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/AANNET/c8a8da9e-918c-4dae-b0c6-6d630c46007f/UploadedImages/Momnibus_Support_Letter.pdf
https://www.aannet.org/resources/scholars/nam-scholar-in-residence
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhealth.ucdavis.edu%2Fnursing%2FNurseLeaderFellows%2F2020fellows.html&data=04%7C01%7Cdaycock%40gsu.edu%7Cf3e7dd0568cf4267cb4908d8cf627586%7C515ad73d8d5e4169895c9789dc742a70%7C0%7C0%7C637487370121878976%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=0TkCNOqbOwhtyXJIHZnyPDADOStxpHgA5WeXaNGJClA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.gsu.edu%2Fresearch-magazine%2Fthe-problem-we-all-live-with-systemic-racism-public-health&data=04%7C01%7Cdaycock%40gsu.edu%7Cf3e7dd0568cf4267cb4908d8cf627586%7C515ad73d8d5e4169895c9789dc742a70%7C0%7C0%7C637487370121888930%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=aWY4mz5goI0mj6MOV5tXLNCrOupucWP5giBmpkJqQhs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.gsu.edu%2Fresearch-magazine%2Fthe-problem-we-all-live-with-systemic-racism-public-health&data=04%7C01%7Cdaycock%40gsu.edu%7Cf3e7dd0568cf4267cb4908d8cf627586%7C515ad73d8d5e4169895c9789dc742a70%7C0%7C0%7C637487370121888930%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=aWY4mz5goI0mj6MOV5tXLNCrOupucWP5giBmpkJqQhs%3D&reserved=0
https://nihcm.org/events/nurses-on-the-frontline-strengthening-americas-health-care-workforce


Fellow Vaccine Efforts

Chris�ne Kovner, PhD, RN, FAAN, Mathy Mezey Professor of Geriatric Nursing, NYU Rory Meyers College of
Nursing, has been volunteering in New York. "I hadn't provided direct pa�ent care for many many years and
felt badly that I didn't have the skills to work on inpa�ent units during the height of the Covid pandemic in
New York City. In my early days as a nurse I had occasionally worked in an "immuniza�on clinic" in my job at
the NYC health department, so I was confident that I could help provide Covid immuniza�ons. And now I am
back to direct care, immunizing people at NYU Langone Health's covid vaccine center on a per diem basis. I
love it!"
 

Rhonda Collins, DNP, RN, FAAN, Chief Nursing Officer, Vocera
Communica�ons, has been volunteering to deliver vaccines in the Aus�n, Texas
area. (Pictured Le�)
 
Vickie Niederhauser, DrPH, RN, PPCNP-BC,
FAAN, Dean, University of Tennessee
Knoxville, College of Nursing, with four BSN
students are par�cipa�ng in vaccine clinics in
the Knoxville area. "On this day, we

vaccinated over 400 Covenant Health employees in 3.5 hours!" (Pictured
Right)
 
Anne Turner-Henson PhD, RN, FAAN (Re�red Professor, UAB School of Nursing) is working with UAB nursing
colleagues, re�red nurses and others in providing COVID vaccina�ons for the UAB community.  She received
her second vaccina�on from her former UAB student, Stephanie Austell Lima BSN, RN. (Pictured Below) 

 
If you have also been ac�ve with the vaccina�on rollout, the Academy wants to hear from you! Share your
experiences to be featured in upcoming edi�ons of COVID Digest.

News & Updates from National Organizations

American Associa�on for the Colleges of Nursing (AACN) will host a webinar �tled “Boos�ng Resiliency and
Well-being During COVID-19: Evidence-based Interven�ons that Work” on Thursday, February 18 at 2pm ET. 

American Hospital Associa�on (AHA), American Medical Associa�on (AMA), and American Nurses
Associa�on (ANA) released a statement �tled “AHA, AMA & ANA Release Public Service Announcement Urging
the American Public to Take Covid-19 Vaccine When It Is Their Turn.

Na�onal Governors Associa�on (NGA) released guidance �tled “Suppor�ng A Trained Direct Care Workforce
In Facility Se�ngs During And A�er The Covid-19 Pandemic.” NGA released a policy memo �tled “State COVID-
19 Vaccine Resources.”

Na�onal League for Nursing (NLN) and the American Associa�on of Colleges of Nursing (AACN) published a
press release �tled “Vaccina�ng America Against COVID-19.”

mailto:ecook@aannet.org?subject=Vaccine%20Efforts%20for%20the%20Academy%27s%20COVID%20Digest
https://www.aacnnursing.org/Professional-Development/Webinar-Info/sessionaltcd/WF21_02_18
https://www.nursingworld.org/news/news-releases/2021/aha-ama--ana-release-public-service-announcement-urging-the-american-public-to-take-covid-19-vaccine-when-it-is-their-turn/
https://www.nga.org/center/publications/supporting-a-trained-direct-care-workforce/
https://www.nga.org/memos/state-covid-19-vaccine-resources/
http://www.nln.org/newsroom/news-releases/news-release/2021/02/08/vaccinating-america-against-covid-19


New York Times (NYT) published an ar�cle �tled “Facebook says it plans to remove posts with false vaccine
claims.” NYT published an op-ed �tled “60 Black Health Experts Urge Black Americans to Get Vaccinated.”

The Guardian published an ar�cle �tled “Black Americans receiving Covid vaccines at lower rates than whites.”

The Johns Hopkins Disability Health Research Center and Center for Dignity in Healthcare for People with
Disabili�es posted a new dashboard to understand how each state is priori�zing the disability community in
COVID-19 vaccine distribu�on.

Kaiser Family Founda�on (KFF) released a policy memo �tled “At This Early Stage of the COVID-19 Vaccine
Roll-Out, Most Older Adults Have Not Yet Been Vaccinated As Supply Remains Limited.” KFF released an issue
brief �tled “The Implica�ons of COVID-19 for Mental Health and Substance Use.”

Kaiser Health News (KHN) published an ar�cle �tled “Vaccine Hesitancy vs. Vaccine Refusal: Nursing Home
Staffers Say There’s a Difference.” KHN published an ar�cle �tled “Community Health Workers, O�en
Overlooked, Bring Trust to the Pandemic Fight.”

Na�onal Academy of Medicine (NAM) will host a webinar �tled “A New Year of COVID — The State of the
Pandemic & U.S. Strategy in 2021” on Wednesday, February 24th at 5pm ET. 

The Na�onal Academies of Science, Engineering, and Medicine (NASEM) released a guide �tled “Strategies
for Building Confidence in the COVID-19 Vaccines.” NASEM will host a webinar �tled “Caring for People with
Serious Illness in the Home: Lessons from the COVID-19 Pandemic: A Webinar” on Tuesday, February 16th at
12pm ET. 

Robert Wood Johnson Founda�on (RWJF) released a policy brief �tled “Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on
Primary Care Prac�ces.”

The University of South Carolina College of Nursing released a series of three webinars �tled “Calming the
Chaos Around Us: A Team Approach to Support Children and Families.” Watch Part 1, Part 2, and Part 3.

The World Health Organiza�on (WHO) released a statement �tled “COVAX Statement on New Variants of
SARS-CoV-2.” WHO published a press release �tled “COVAX publishes first interim distribu�on forecast.”

Federal Government Response

Administration for Community Living (ACL)

ACL released guidance �tled “COVID Vaccina�on
FAQS for the Aging Network.”

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC)

CDC's Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report
(MMWR) released an ar�cle �tled “Maximizing Fit
for Cloth and Medical Procedure Masks to
Improve Performance and Reduce SARS-CoV-2
Transmission and Exposure, 2021.”
CDC's MMWR released an ar�cle �tled “COVID-19
Vaccina�on Intent, Percep�ons, and Reasons for
Not Vaccina�ng Among Groups Priori�zed for
Early Vaccina�on - United States, September and
December 2020.”
CDC updated guidance for vaccine considera�ons
for people with disabili�es. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/08/technology/facebook-vaccine-misinformation.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/07/opinion/covid-black-americans.html
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/jan/29/black-americans-covid-vaccines-lower-rates-whites
https://disabilityhealth.jhu.edu/vaccine/?fbclid=IwAR175yu1vfy_T6fAQAlJMeR2xnlyH7G3BGf8erZa_X8y8L1Cm18cdvy12U0
https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/issue-brief/at-this-early-stage-of-the-covid-19-vaccine-roll-out-most-older-adults-have-not-yet-been-vaccinated-as-supply-remains-limited/
https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/issue-brief/the-implications-of-covid-19-for-mental-health-and-substance-use/
https://khn.org/news/article/vaccine-hesitancy-vs-vaccine-refusal-nursing-home-staffers-say-theres-a-difference/
https://khn.org/news/article/community-health-workers-often-overlooked-bring-trust-to-the-pandemic-fight/
https://covid19conversations.org/
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/26068/strategies-for-building-confidence-in-the-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.nationalacademies.org/event/02-16-2021/caring-for-people-with-serious-illness-in-the-home-lessons-from-the-covid-19-pandemic-a-webinar
https://www.rwjf.org/en/library/research/2021/02/impact-of-the-covid-19-pandemic-on-primary-care-practices.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=76kxlAnc6rk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lxZgwWzf72s&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KKs7pg0cL3o&feature=youtu.be
https://www.who.int/news/item/08-02-2021-covax-statement-on-new-variants-of-sars-cov-2
https://www.who.int/news/item/03-02-2021-covax-publishes-first-interim-distribution-forecast
https://acl.gov/sites/default/files/common/Posted%20-%20COVID%20Vaccination%20FAQs%20for%20the%20Aging%20Network%20020521.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7007e1.htm?s_cid=mm7007e1_x
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7006e3.htm?s_cid=mm7006e3_w
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations/disabilities.html


CDC's MMWR released an ar�cle �tled “Sexual
Orienta�on Dispari�es in Risk Factors for Adverse
COVID-19 - Related Outcomes, by Race/Ethnicity -
Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, United
States, 2017 - 2019.”
CDC updated guidance for wearing masks
including any�me one is traveling on a plane, bus,
train, or other form of public transporta�on both
around and outside the United States. 
CDC updated guidance for opera�ng schools
during COVID-19. 
CDC published a new tool to iden�fy the Pandemic
Vulnerability Index (PVI) by County in the United
States. 
CDC published a new tool to track the distribu�on
of the vaccine throughout the United States. 
CDC updated the informa�on on tes�ng for past
infec�on for the virus that causes COVID-19. 
CDC updated the informa�on on the new variants
of the virus that causes COVID-19. 
CDC published a new tool to track the different
COVID-19 variants and the amount of known cases
in the country. 
CDC con�nues to update data on the number of
COVID-19 cases and deaths in the United States.

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
(CMS)

CMS published a press release �tled “2021 Special
Enrollment Period in response to the COVID-19
Emergency.”
CMS con�nues to hold calls with clinicians,
hospitals, other facili�es, and states in an effort to
keep stakeholders updated on COVID-19 efforts.
Find more general informa�on on COVID-19.

Department for Health and Human Services
(HHS)

HHS published a press release �tled “HHS
Announces Marketplace Special Enrollment Period
for COVID-19 Public Health Emergency.” 
HHS published a press release �tled “HHS Amends
PREP Act Declara�on to Increase Workforce
Authorized to Administer COVID-19 Vaccines.”
HHS's Office of Minority Health is leading a
campaign to create awareness around
Hypertension and COVID-19 during Black History
Month 2021. 

Food and Drug Administration (FDA)

FDA revised the Le�er of Authoriza�on for
COVID-19 convalescent plasma to limit the
authoriza�on to the use of high �ter COVID-19
convalescent plasma for the treatment of
hospitalized pa�ents with COVID-19 early in the

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7005a1.htm?s_cid=mm7005a1_w
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#pandemic-vulnerability-index
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/testing/serology-overview.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/transmission/variant.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/transmission/variant-cases.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/cases-in-us.html#demographic-characteristics
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/2021-special-enrollment-period-response-covid-19-emergency
https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Outreach/OpenDoorForums/PodcastAndTranscripts
https://www.cms.gov/About-CMS/Agency-Information/Emergency/EPRO/Current-Emergencies/Current-Emergencies-page
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2021/01/28/hhs-announces-marketplace-special-enrollment-period-for-covid-19-public-health-emergency.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2021/01/28/hhs-amends-prep-act-declaration-increase-workforce-authorized-administer-covid-19-vaccines.html
https://www.minorityhealth.hhs.gov/omh/Content.aspx?ID=9326&lvl=2&lvlid=12
https://www.fda.gov/media/141477/download


disease course and to those hospitalized
pa�ents who have impaired humoral immunity
and cannot produce an adequate an�body
response.
FDA published a press release �tled “FDA
Announces Advisory Commi�ee Mee�ng to
Discuss Janssen Biotech Inc.’s COVID-19 Vaccine
Candidate.”
FDA released a statement �tled “FDA Con�nues
Important Work to Support Medical Product
Development to Address New Virus Variants.”

Indian Health Service (IHS)

IHS published a press release �tled “IHS receives
an addi�onal $1 billion for the con�nued COVID-
19 response.”

National Institutes of Health (NIH)

Dr. Francis Collins, NIH Director, published a
blog �tled “Mapping Which Coronavirus
Variants Will Resist An�body Treatments.”
NIH published a press release �tled “NIH calls
for greater inclusion of pregnant and lacta�ng
people in COVID-19 vaccine research.”
NIH published a press release �tled “Clinical
trial in hospitalized COVID-19 pa�ents evaluates
long-ac�ng an�body therapy.”
NIH published a press release �tled “Janssen
Inves�ga�onal COVID-19 Vaccine: Interim
Analysis of Phase 3 Clinical Data Released.”
NIH published a press release �tled “Severe
COVID-19 in pregnancy associated with preterm
birth, other complica�ons.”

The White House

The White House released “Na�onal Strategy
for the COVID-19 Response and Pandemic
Preparedness.”

COVID-19 tore apart 'inseparable' couple, married for 63 years, so nurses
worked to reunite them for a date
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/National-Strategy-for-the-COVID-19-Response-and-Pandemic-Preparedness.pdf
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