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Contact us: FloridaInterestNetwork@aamft.org

In 2017, AAMFT Members voted to adopt a different membership structure tailored to support career development. Members were invited to participate in a survey to assess particular areas of interest, focus groups, as well as leadership positions on a voluntary basis. As a result, 15 topics emerged and an additional eight (see below) has been added on the AAMFT website for 2019.  Topical Interest Networks are Member-led and focus on specializations within the practice of family therapy. 
· Couples and Intimate Relationships
· Family Therapists in Healthcare
· Family Therapists in Schools
· MFTs Working in trauma
· Queer and Trans Advocacy Network
· Systemic Therapy Across the Lifespan
· Telehealth and Technology
· Working with Military Personnel and their Families
Benefits of joining a TIN 
The benefits of joining is specific to each Member area of interest, focus or specialization. 
How can one join?
There are two ways of joining: The first is during the annual renewal. There is an option for Members to join in the application for a specific TIN and the second is for Members to join before the renewal period, simply go online to aamft.org or call 703-838-9808. 
Topic of Interest not listed?
No worries, each spring applications will be sent to Members to submit new topics of interest. The Component Evaluation Committee will meet to evaluate new topics submitted. Check out the eNews for information about the application process for spring 2019.
  
GINs 
AAMFT offers Members the option of joining their state Interest Network. Canadians also can join their provinces. The purpose is that members in each state or province have their own wants and needs as well as challenges and opportunities. Think strength in numbers! The focus is on local advocacy, education, and networking. Think state or province specific! These state or province programs are listed in the Engagement Programs Directory and are linked on membership applications and online renewal forms.     
State of Florida: Marriage and Family Therapy Interest Network
AN INTEREST NETWORK OF AAMFT


The Florida Interest Network aka FIN became operational July 2018. FIN plans to continue the long history of the division in being a strong leader in Florida for the MFT profession by providing professional development opportunities and dedicated advocacy and professional lobbyist representation efforts in the state legislature. FIN will be housed in cyberspace, a virtual home base for members who are without a local chapter and/or want the convenient presence of being a part of an online community. Think no commuting! FIN will provide and support professional educational opportunities for Student Members as well as licensed professionals in behavioral healthcare fields (LCSW, LMHC, Psychologists, Psychiatrists, Nursing, and Case Managers) and collaborate with other family-friendly organizations for the care of families. Think inclusive! FIN provides a way for professionals to connect and access resources and training that focus on the systemic perspective. FIN will have a quarterly eNewsletter to apprise members of news in Florida regarding the profession. There will be biannual training/workshops with CEUs beginning in 2019. And more!  


Legislative Update
The FL State 2019 legislative session    
An interest network of AAMFT



By Dr. Melinda Piller
January has been a very busy month for the Florida Legislature, as early filed bills are now referred to committees, where they will be reviewed and debated.  
Last session, the FAMFT filed a comprehensive FS 491 revision, which addressed two major issues.  
The first proposal addressed a statute update in educational requirements, so Florida law reflects current Marriage and Family Therapy higher education programs.  
The second proposal addressed new streamlined requirements, experienced Marriage and Family therapists who wish to move to Florida, need to meet for licensure.   
Our House sponsors, Representative Amy Mercado (D) and Senator Victor Torres (D), both from the Orlando area, have agreed to re-file our good bill this year.   The House bill is HB 247.  Our senate bill is in drafting. 
We are also appreciative of Representative Tommy Gregory (R), a newly elected House member, from the Bradenton-Sarasota area, who agreed to sponsor the FS 491 Regulatory Board 2019 Legislative package.   This package also includes our bill language (HB 509).
Please send them each a thank-you, via phone or a personal written note.  Let them know how much their support, for Florida’s Marriage and Family Therapists, means to all citizens in need of mental health services.  
Senator Torres’s District Office
101 Church Street Suite 305
Kissimmee, FL 34741
(407) 846-5187
Representative Mercado’s District Office Suite 101 
6000 South Rio Grande Avenue 
Orlando, FL 32809-4650 
Phone: (407) 251-2388
Representative Gregory’s District Office 
5228 East State Road 64 
Bradenton, FL 34208-5524 
Phone: (941) 708-5660
The following bills of interest are for your review and consideration:   
HB 247: Marriage and Family Therapists
Marriage and Family Therapists; Provides equivalent education requirements for licensure by examination; removes certain education requirements for licensure or certification by endorsement.
Note:  This is our bill.  The Senate companion is still in bill drafting.  This bill has three committees referrals
HB 509: Clinical Social Workers, Marriage and Family Therapists, and Mental Health Counselors
Clinical Social Workers, Marriage and Family Therapists, and Mental Health Counselors; Revises provisions relating to licensure & regulation of clinical social workers, marriage & family therapists, & mental health counselors; revises provisions relating to interns in mental health profession.
Note:  This is the FS491 House bill, filed by a freshman legislator, which has our language included.  This bill has not been referred to any committees at this point and does not have a Senate companion
HB 313: Marchman Act
Marchman Act; Revises provisions & terminology relating to petitions for involuntary assessment & stabilization & involuntary services for substance abuse impaired persons.
Note:  This bill does not have a Senate companion.  The bill has three committee referrals, including appropriations.
HB 307/SB 360: Insurance Coverage Parity for Mental Health and Substance Use Disorders
Insurance Coverage Parity for Mental Health and Substance Use Disorders; Requires managed care plans to submit annual report to AHCA relating to parity in mental health & substance use disorder benefits; requires certain insurers, HMOs, & nonprofit hospital & medical service plan corporations to comply with specified requirements for mental health & substance use disorder benefits; requires such entities to submit annual report to OIR containing specified information; requires OIR to issue report to Legislature; repeals provisions relating to optional coverage required for substance abuse impaired persons.
Note:  This bill has three committee referrals, including appropriations
HB 361: Admission to Mental Health Facilities
Admission to Mental Health Facilities; Requires receiving facility to refer cases of certain minors admitted for mental health assessment for appointment of public defender within specified timeframe; requires hearings involving children under specified age to be conducted in physical presence of child; requires administrator to petition for voluntary placement within specified timeframe after person under age 18 is admitted for services or transferred to voluntary status; requires hearing within specified timeframe.
Note:  This bill does not have a Senate companion and has not been referred to committees.
HB 363: Pub. Rec./Admission to Mental Health Facilities
Pub. Rec./Admission to Mental Health Facilities; Provides exemption from public records requirements for petitions for voluntary & involuntary admission for mental health treatment, court orders, related records, & personal identifying information regarding persons seeking mental health treatment & services; provides for retroactive application; provides for future review & repeal; provides statement of public necessity.
Note:  This bill is filed by the same legislator, Representative Silvers, who also filed HB 361 above.  This bill has not been referred to committees.
HB 369: Substance Abuse Services
Substance Abuse Services; Authorizes DCF & AHCA to grant exemptions from disqualification for service provider personnel to work solely in certain treatment programs, treatment facilities, or recovery residences; revises provisions relating to background checks & exemptions from disqualification for certain service provider personnel & owners, directors, & CFOs of recovery residences; provides qualifications for certification as peer specialist; authorizes DCF to approve certain credentialing entities to certify peer specialists; provides certain prohibitions & penalties; prohibits recovery residences from benefitting from certain referrals; requires DFS to establish uniform firesafety standards for recovery residences.
Note:  This bill does not have a Senate companion and has not been referred to committee.

HB 2045: School Based Mental Health Pilot Project
School Based Mental Health Pilot Project; Provides an appropriation for the School Based Mental Health Pilot Project. APPROPRIATION: $973,099.00
Note:  This bill does not have a Senate companion and has not been referred to committees.  The House sponsor, Representative Silvers, also filed HB 361 and HB 363.  Representative Silvers is a Democrat, from Palm Beach County and was elected to the House in 2016.
HB 499: Youth in Solitary Confinement
Youth in Solitary Confinement; Prohibits DOC or local governmental body from subjecting youth to solitary confinement; provides exceptions; provides requirements for such confinement when used.
Note:  This bill does not have a Senate companion and has not been referred to committees.
SB 84/HB 109: Conversion Therapy
Conversion Therapy; Prohibiting a person who is licensed to provide professional counseling or a practitioner who is licensed under provisions regulating the practice of medicine, osteopathic medicine, psychology, clinical social work, marriage and family therapy, or mental health counseling from practicing or performing conversion therapy for an individual who is younger than a specified age; providing that such licensee or practitioner is subject to disciplinary proceedings by the Department of Health and the appropriate board under certain circumstances, etc.
Note: This bill has four committee referrals





  TRENDING:  COULD YOUR LICENSE EVER GO PORTABLE?
License Portability is warming up in state and national discussions.
Portability means the ability to take the qualifications for licensure in one state and apply them for licensure in another state. As it stands now, the requirements for licensure must be “substantially equivalent” to existing requirements in the state statutes.  Portability is concerned with a variety of professions.  It is the Federal Trade Commission that investigates misconduct in the healthcare field, especially if that misconduct that promotes unfair favorability or hinders competition.  Other federal agencies paying sharp attention to portability are the Departments of Health and Human Services, Labor, and the Treasury.
As for our profession, AAMFT conducted a member survey in the spring of 2018 on licensure portability.  The majority of those who answered the survey were fully licensed as MFTs, but 16% were students and 9% held other licenses.
Ninety-four percent of respondents believed there were barriers to licensure portability; the preferred portability model was to include no other additional requirements.  Participants also answered questions about what sort of exemptions should be considered, like a clinical exam exemption for those MFTs licensed prior to the creation of a national exam.  There is already, as you know, a national MFT exam conducted by the Association of Marital and Family Therapy Regulatory Boards (AMFTRB), in 49 states; the exception is California.  This makes portability in and out of California very difficult.  
In January 2018 AAMFT, our professional home, adopted a model for portability.  The model itself only applies to Licensed MFTs, not associate MFTs, and is binding only in states adopting the model through regulatory or legislative action.  It does not overrule any disciplinary or ethics-related actions, background checks, fingerprinting, or other requirements like the state’s jurisprudence exam.  
Here are the advantages to the model:
1. MFTs would be able to practice where they live
2. The public would be protected at the same level, if not better than the current laws do, and
3. The model is pro-competition, making the license both more competitive and attractive.
State and professional trends are leaning toward portability in this and other professions to address the shortage of mental health providers across the nation.  AMFTRB developed a model in November of 2017.  

What can you do to help this process happen?

You have already started by reading this article and educating yourself about the AAMFT model and the reasons for it and its advantages.   A second step would be to work toward having an Interstate Compact of at least 7 states who recognize licensures and would agree to use the model.   Certain states might require extra fees and requirements.  This would help with the growing field of teletherapy.  While AAMFT is not currently considering Interstate Compacts as a strategy, AAMFT is proposing advocacy for this model in individual states. A third way to help this process along will be to join the FamilyTeam@aamft.org, the free grassroots advocacy network of AAMFT.  Family TEAM members can help to advocate for the model’s adoption in Florida. Lastly, please consider donating money to the Practice Protection Fund (www.aamft.org/ppf) along with your annual dues, or any time, to help advance this initiative for MFT license portability.
If you’d like to view the webinar on license portability offered by AAMFT recently, register first to be redirected to the recording. (https://aamft.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_JHsJbxzzTVC-bxrkOuDD7g).

Watch this column for updates on this issue and what you can do to nurture this along.
Meredith W. Neill, Th.M., LMFT, FIN Board Member and CFAMFT Legislative Liaison
MFT STUDENT CORNER
By Andrea Green-Soto

M
arriage and Family Therapy, and other behavioral and mental health professional students within the state of Florida should all be pleased to know that FIN is what we have been waiting for in terms of having the opportunity to network with established professionals in our local areas, using that networking to create mentorships, all the while developing more possibilities for future recognition for ourselves, and our field! But we are going to need your help. As students, your voice is needed in combination with FIN’s dedication to advocacy and its professional lobbyist representation in the state legislature: all of us help to determine the direction of MFTs in the state of Florida and in what ways do and will we make it to Licensure. For instance, why is that Florida does not currently allow any portion of gained pre-graduate internship hours to count towards post-graduate licensure hours in a similar manner to that of Georgia, Virginia, and New York? Let us know what you think is important. Let us know what it is you want and need as a student. The Florida Interest Network is ready to hear from you at FloridaInterestNetwork@aamft.org  

The Florida Interest Network will host a Town Hall meeting
JOIN US VIA ZOOM                 APRIL 11 AT 6PM ET 
The volunteer board of the Florida interest network has been laboring in obscurity for approximately a year now. In that time we have maintained the services of Melinda Pillar, lobbyist for all MFT’s in the state of Florida. We have attempted to clarify the mission and role of the Florida Interest Network as distinct from AAMFT and from the Florida Family Therapy Association. We have finally established an email address and website so that we can actually communicate with you, the membership.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The link to the meeting is https://aamft.zoom.us/j/202221847 and the Max size of the webinar on Zoom is 100 attendees so the access will close after 100 people log into the webinar.  
We ask that members who plan to attend submit questions before hand so we can answer them easier and more efficient. So bring your questions, ideas, hopes and dreams for our state wide interest network!






WELCOME TO THE FLORIDA INTEREST NETWORK!Logo Contest!!
We invite all Student and Pre-Clinical Members to submit a Logo idea for the Florida Interest Network. This logo will be used in all of our outward facing media: newsletter, website, Facebook, LinkedIn, etc.
Some interesting combination of Florida, Family and Therapy in words and/or images. Once selected, you will have bragging rights as the one who created the “look” of FIN! And we’ll have some other goodies for the winner too. Submissions accepted until we find one that works! Feel free to draw inspiration from other website, especially the other AAMFT interest Groups. Show us your creative side!!

Our nickname is FIN.  We were just born in July of 2018 when our former Florida Association of Marriage and Family Therapy division disbanded so that we could continue our work in two “twins”:  the Florida Family Therapy Association and the FIN.

Here’s what our genogram looked like prior to July 2018:  
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And since July, here’s what it is now:
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As you can tell by our Bowenian graphic, our slant will be distinctly systemic.  FFTA is not part of AAMFT, but will function independently and driven by the local chapters.

While we are related to FFTA and will collaborate on many things, FIN was created as part of the American Association of Marriage and Family Therapy with the following mission in mind: 

1. To be the virtual home for Members who are without a local chapter and/or who want the convenient presence of an online community,

2. To provide and support professional educational opportunities for Student Members as well as professional, Licensed Members,

3. To promote our profession through local, legislative, or academic efforts, and

4. To collaborate with other family-friendly organizations for the care of families.

This means we will begin to offer FREE webinars to Members on various subjects we polled you about, like how to apply MFT models to our work, what’s new in Florida about HIV, human trafficking, AND also keep you informed about how to take care of your license.  There are many new ideas that the 491 Board is addressing that will directly affect you or your supervisees.  We will be directly connected to our lobbyist, Melinda Piller, Ph.D., who will continue working on our legislative package to the 2019 session that starts on March 5.
Just to be clear, we welcome all mental health professionals. Whether you are LCSWs, Case Managers, LMHCs, Psychologists, Psychiatrists, or other Health professionals, if you are interested in the practice of systemic therapy, come join us!
It’s going to be fun!  Welcome, and thanks for your support!  We look forward to “meeting” you soon!

  STAY TUNEDAnnaLynn Schooley
An interest network of AAMFT









Website: we are building a brand new
CCC: Coffee & Case Conceptualization
Logo contest for Student members
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