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Our Mission 

The pUfRose of the AmericaJ1 Associati~!l of Law Libraries Nativ~ 
Peoples" Law Caucus is to encourage and fac1htate the analysis, cat_alogmg, 
collection, djssemination, m~nagement. org~ization, and prese~vat1on of 
Native Law m accordance w1tJ1 cultural trai:l1t1ons. The Caucus is concerned 
with the law of all indigenous peoples. 
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2002-2003 Annual Meeting. Orlando, Florida 

Florida. lhe si1e of the AALL Annual Mecling, is a place that ha~ 
genera1ed landmark Jaw both in tJ1e pnst and in the present. The largest 1nbe 
m Florida is 1he Scm.inole tribe. The Seminole 1ri be is fomuus for i t ~ role in 
the recent case of Seminole Tribe nf Florida v. Florida 5 17 U.S. 44 ( 1996), a 
case abour gaming and sovereign Jmmunity. The heart-wrenching Indian 
Remo val Act of 1838 set the s1age for Prrs it.lent Andrew Jackson lo o rder 
the m~jodty of the Seminole people to leave Florida. You can t.lri ve co a 
portion of the Seminole reservation in less than two hours fmm the Orlando 
meeting. 

Today, the Seminole Tribe of Florida hai. iL5 own libr:iry system wi th a 
large number of works on Lht e and other cases lhal document the re lat.ions 
between the United States government and 1he Seminoles. Many sources on 
the interesting hjs1ory of the tribe can be found in a bibliogr.iphy offered by 
the library at <www.scminolel ribc.com/history/bibliography>. TI1e 
presentment of the bibliography comes wi th a caveat that should be heeded 
goncrnl ly by legal researches in the lield of Native Peoples Law." Much of 
lhc information concerning the hjs tory o f the Seminqles and their ancestors . 
as written by Euroamer ican researchers is controversial. Pleuse be critical 
readers.'' 

Our annual meeting is also dose to the Saint Thomas Law Library 
in Miami. That academic law library sup(>\)rlS a LLM program with a 
myriad of courses on the study of Native Peoples Law focusing particularly 
oo the subject of human rights. Tf you see Gordon Russell, Director ot U1e 
Library and fufonnation Technology o r Paula Tejeda, Associale Law 
Librarian at St. Thomas. ask them abou1 U1eir services and collection that 
foster innovative study. At St. TI10mas, the librarians suppo rt such studies 
as global patent law for indigenous knowledge and tl.Je intercultural rights of 
buman peoples. They collect a good deal of infonnation on activity by the 
United Nations and intematiooaJ courts Lhat consider the rights of people all 
over the world. 

Caucus Business Meeting 

The Annual Business Meeting of the Caucus will be held on Tue day. 
July 23, 2002 in Orlando. Check lhe first edition of the AALL meeting 
newspaper for the time and location. Bring your ideas and your energy. An 
update will be given on the campaign LO induce Tn'bal members to become 
law librarians. 



Upcoming Program on 

Alaska Native La'v 

Consider joining law librarians from aJJ over the Wes tern Uni ted States, 
and attend the aex1 AALL Western Pacific Regional Chapter Meeting.1 The 
\.VestPac meeting often feat11res a program on Native Peoples Law. The next 
meeting, to be held September 19 - 2 1, 2002 in Anchorage, Alaska w ill be 
no exception. 

\Vitb the tbeme of "New Frontiers in Law Libraries,'' it offers a program 
on Alaska Native Sovereignty issues. Cynthia Fellow, Alaska State Court 
Law Librarian, organized the program, and Judy M eadows, the Montana 
State Librarian and former AAL.L President wiU be Jhe moderator. 

Four Alaska attorneys will discuss tbe history of AJaska Native 
sovereignty and current developments in the area. Those who attend wi ll 
also. dine at the Anchorage Museurn of History where tJ1erc are ilisplays 
focusing on earl y Alaska Native culture, and contemporary works by Native 
artists. 

• 

Speaker H eather Ke ndall-M iller is a graduate of the University of • 
Alaska, Fairbanks and the Harvard Law School, a shareholder in the Bristol 
Bay Native Corporation. and a member of the Dillingham tribe. She has 
clerked for Alaska Supreme Court Justice Jay Rabinowi tz, and worked for 
both for Alaska Legal Services and the Native American Righ1s Fund. 

KendnJJ-MiJler was the first Alaska Native to argue before tht: U.S. 
Supreme Court. She is famous for ber representation in the famous Venetie 
case. Alaska v. Native Village of Venetie Tribal Government 522 U.S. 520, 
118 L. Ed. 30 (1998). In Venetie, U1e Court found that tbe primary purpose 
ofche Alaska Native Clainls Settlement Ac t ("ANCS"), 118 U.S.C. section 
1151 . was to effect Native self-determination and to end paternalism in 
Federal l mlian Relations. 

111e program wi_U also feature attorneys David S. Case, Andy 
H a rrington and Etjc Johnson. With David Avraham Voluck, Da vid Case 
wrote Alaska Native and American Law, 2nd ed., University of Alaska.Press, 
forthcoming 2002. Thal book is the succinctly outUnes the modem history 
of law between A laska natives and R ussian, federal and state governments 
until the p resent., and outlines curren t legal issues. 

1 
AALL "WeslPac" covcr.1 lhe Slale~ of Alaska, Cillifomio, Hawai~ JdaJ10, Montano. Nevoda. Oregon, • 

Uroh. Wnshin!'ton, and Wyoming. in addition to the U.S. Pacrfic 'T'errilories and w .. .st~rn Oraodo. 
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United States Tribal Courts Directory 

We've 11ecded a reliable one-stop suun:c: where we <.:oulu find ba~ic 
infomi::ition about uihal courts at a glanci:. we·,·e even '"ished for it. No\\ 
two of our colleag11c$ have met the chalJcngc of meeting the need for a 
reference book i-howi ng basic infonnatio11 nn lhe multiplying numl1er of 
tribal courts. They wrote the hook themselves. 

pril Schwartz, Busines:; Law Librarian at the University of Minnesota 
Law Library aod Mary .Jo B. Hunter, Chief Justice of the Ho-Chunk Nation 
Supreme Court aod Associate Clinical Professor at the Hamlinc University 
School of Law, nave compiled facts about uial cou11s by contacting every 
~ucb court in the country. They have authored the Uni1ed States Tribal Court 
Di.rectory. The Directory is much anticipated. and will be published in the 
upcomir1g year by the Hein Publishing Company. 

The authors divided the tribal court listings by State and then by the 
name of the governing tribe, band. village. or community. 111ey also 
mcluded the court·~ address. names of admini•arator" nm.I j udges. any court 
website, telephone and fax numbers. and e-mail addresses. For most court~. 
there is a descriptjon of the court 's location, a notation of whether U1e court 
is on fndian Land, requirements fo r admission to the court, and fl notation ol 
whether the court's opinions are published. 

( conri11ued 011 puge six) 

Shown Here: A beautiful quilted shirt with trHditionnl Seminole design. From: Plate 2. 
Bureau of American Ethnology. Bulletin 161. in Dens-more. Frnncc.s, Seminole Music, 

Washington D.C.: US Government Printing Office, 1956 
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The new United S101es Tribal Co11rt.~ J)irertary represenls 1hirty-two f 
~tales. l ts' fomJal follows 1he ouUjrn: uftJ1e 1\lfinnesota American l11dlw1 Bur 
Association Directory. found at <Www.maiba.org> and described in tbe 
2002 Native Penplcs Law Caucus Ne1vs/e1ter. 

Jill Tompkins, Executive Director of U1e National Tribal Justice 
Resource Center. in Boulder, Colorado, fumished the authors with the 
Center's comprehensive list of tribal couns. That list, in tum. was used as a 
protolype for the new Directory. April and Mary drafted a questionnaire that 
they mailed to :ill courts listed in UJe Resource Center's initial List. There 
were courts that did not return a completed questionnaire; however, I.he 
authors later surveyed those courts by telephone. 

For each court, U1e resulting directory lists, at a minimum, the addresses 
and phone numbers first g:llhered by the Resource Center. But it 
substantially augments thar basic infonnntion by presenting facts found 
tl1rough the questionnaire submissions and backup telephone survey. Full 
entries contain all infonnation submitted by each responding courL 

The authors enjoyed support from their employing libraries. The library • 
directors alfowcd staff to help in preparing the mailing questionnaires, 
provided editorial assistance, and funded follow-up phoae calls and supplies. 

Here 1s a sample cmry from the new directory; 

ALABAMA 
Poarch Band of Creek Indians 'fribal Court 

5811 Jacksprings 

Coun Administrator: 
Honorable Judge: 
Honorable Appeals Judge: 

Atmore. AL 36502 
Telephone: 334-368-9135, ext. 2622, 2653 
Fax: 334-446-8086 
Email: dwhite@poarchcreekfodions.org 
Webpagc: www.poarchcreekindians.org 

Donna M. \>Vhite, Tribal Court 
E:imest R. White 
George B. Jones 

• 



• The cnurt was established in 1987. 11.ic court exercises j urii;Jiction. over 
criminal, civil. traffic and juvenile cases. The Tribal Supreme Coun hears 
appeals cases. Judges must be licensed attorneys iu lhe sratc:: uf .residence, 
and atlend various Native American Tndjan training sessions. The court is 
located i11 the Tribal Courtroom, on the Poarch Creek Indian Reservation., 
Building 300. RequiJements for admission lo the court: Membership in 
good Slanding witb the state Bar Association, three ktters of 
recommendation from attorneys not in the same firm; personal appearance 
before the Tribal Judge; licensed attorney in one's state of residence; 
payment of an iillJluaJ license fee. The court's opinions are uot published. 
The tribe aJso has established a Tribal Drug Court which has been in 
operation since 1998. 

lVf ateriaJs on the 

BIA Trust Fund Cases 

Compiled hy Maria Protli 

• lo a series of actions known as the Cobell cases, I.he f ederal couns recognized that 
tbc Unit«tl States' government mismanages the Indian Individual Monies (("UM") 
system. The JIM system received and distributes fond from Land aflolIJlenrs In Indian 
C' 011111.rv. 

I he l:lureau vf Jndian Al fairs ("BIA" / adminisrers the coUection ai1d distribulfon of 
the funds. The Bureau of Indian Affairs ("BIA") was established in 1824 as a subsection 
nf the U.S. Department of the Tnterior (25 U,S.C. l et seq.). Itconcems U.S. government 
relations with Amedcan Indians. HowevN, treaty making is not relegated to the Bureau. 

Eliose Cobel l sued the federal government, o n behalf of llldlnns whose money is held 
by the Bureau of J.ndian Affairs and managed under the lndian Individual Monies system. 
The resulti ng court opinion, ~s a group, mandate that the mon1cs be better trac)ced. 

Here is a short list of !ego.I materials that are either at lhe heart of the litigated trusl 
fund controversy or help to throw ligbt on the controversy. Because the subject litigation 
is not completed resolved, more material is sure to be written. Ths compilation is not 
exhaustive 

I. Statutes 

Many jurists are surprised to find that many o f the controlling statutes are quite old. 

The American !ndi!II! Trust Fund Management Reform Act of 1994. 25 U.S.C. sections 
402443 
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.. rhc Curus Act," Acl nf June :!8, ch. 517. JO Stm. 495 

"The Dawes Act." ch. 9. 2.4 State. 38R (as amended al '.!5 U.S.C. ;ec11on 33 et \~I ·> nu, 
Act allowed nonal\olcd rese..vation land to l>e made available to non-Jndlan~. 

The lnJian Reorgan.it.:llton Act of 1934. 48 Stare. 9S-I , '.!5 U.S.C. sec11C1n 461 et ~eq. 

·'Th<' Indian Tucker Act," 28 U.S.C. section 1505 

II . Cnses 

The most pen:inent case..~ arc a pan of a string of cases that have developed over 
lime, nml io tbe vernacular are called "Cobell I, Cobell ll. Cobell fl. Cobell IV. and 
Cobell V." 

Cobell v. Babbit, 9 F. Supp. 2d 24 (D.D.C. 1998) (Cobell/) 
Cnbt// II, 31 F. Supp. 2d 6 (D.D.C. 1999) (holding that defendnms in contempt of Court 
for foiling to make goC1d effort 111 comply with discovery order) 
Cobell Ill, 52 f . Supp. 2d I l (D.0.C. 1999) 
Cnbe/I v. Nortt)11, 188 F R.D. J 22 (D.D.C. 19991 (Cobell IV') (~wailing sanctions) 
Cobell V., 91 F. Supp. '2.d I (D.O.C. 19Q9) 

1l1e mo51 recent related Cll.\C is Cobell v. Nomin. 30 F. Supp. (D.O.C. 2001 ). ll involved a 
das, action suit by beoeficiaries of !IM trust accoulll against past Department of Interior 
Se<:retary Gale A. Nonon and other federal officials who serve in official capacities as • 
1n1s1cc delegate~ on behalf or the federal government. 

rn. Reports 

Mi.splared Tru:rt: nie. Uureau of Indian Affair.•' Mismanagement oftl1t· bufil1JI Trust 
Fnn<ls, li .R. Rep. No. 102-499 ( 1992) 

GAO/f-AIMD-93-4, U.S. General Accounting Office: Finimcial Managernent: BlA 's 
Management oflhe Indian Trust Funds and GAOfr-AIMD-94-99 (1994) 

Depanmeol of the lnterior, Assistant Sccreiary for Indlao Affai rs. Bureau oJ' Indian 
Affair.;. Historical A1ialysis of /11dividJ.wl lndinn Money Arcoui11, 65 Fed. Reg. 1752 
(Apnl 3, '.WOO) 

IV. Websites 

A number of sites center on lhe suhject but lhcse are I.he rnoslcurrenr, and continue 
to e~olve as new developments in rbe oversight of IIM record management and claims for 
rniimanngemem mount. Genernlly tJ1ese websites track. proposc:d legislation, nc1\I 
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m.:thuds of munltoring. a1gu.: tLir rt;,aulatory control. anti fcawre commentary Je.:ry1ng 
the lu<:k of dtlhercncc to ilccountmg sllllltl.1rtl.' 

V. Select~rl Commenlur)' 

Reirl Peyton Chrunberi;, Judiciul Enforcement of the Federal Trust Responsibili ty \11 
lullians, 27 Swn. L. Rev. 111 3 t 197.51 

Edward Curtis's Photographic 

Images No'v Online 

The North American Indian, a twenty volume se1 by Edward S. 
Cunis. is important for its representation of American Indian cultures in Lhe 
years from 1907 to 1930. To create this work, Edward S. Cmtis traveled 
throughout lhe United Stutes photogrnplling the everyday activities of 
American Indians. Librarians have digitized the first generarfon print 
photogravure plates and narrative included in the original volumes. Those 
images can now be found al the Library of C~1ngress website: 

<http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award98/ienhtml/curthome.html > 

TI1e images in tl1ese volumes became world famous. Together, they 
signify the controversial perception that traditional American lndJan culture 
is vanishing. The photographs influenced, and lhe creation of the 
photographs was inspired by, an emergence of contemporaneous law !hat 
made iJlegaJ many Kinds of Native American trnditim1al assembly, 
ceremonial activities, dancing, cooking, hunting, medicine, praying, singing, 
and teaching. Generally, Curtis photographed tribes in the Great Pia.ins, 
GfC<lt Basin, Plateau Region. Southwest. California, the Pacific Northwest 
a11d Alac;ka. 

But not all of the photogravure plates were taken from scenes that were 
na1ural. Curtis s1aged much of the scenery and dressed many people that he 
photographed. By browsing Curtis' presented images, the viewer wiJI get a 
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sense of not only the breath of Cunis work, the viewer will gain a sen~e of 
U1e overly-romanticized portrayal of the people sbown. 

The online collection contains 2.226 images, with comprehensive 
cataloging description including identification such us plait: numbering. 
dimensions. <1nd the captions originally penned by Cunis. One can brose the 
newly digitized images by subjecl in prcdelermined terms for artifacts. 
activities. and social swtus group in Lhematic categories, for example, 
occupations, buildings. and customs and rituals. 

An outline of the contents of the original volumes can also be found, 
along with the titJcs and publication dates of each volume, the plates in U1e 
volume, and the plates in each portfolio. Dates shown represeDL U1e tilne of 
recording, not the dates the images were created. 

A descriptive typical entry gives the item number of the picture. a link 
to infonnation on th~ creator, "Curtis. F..dward S., 1868-195'.!" and many 
noles. the type of photograph, the color of ink. the size, where the photo was 
originally produced and the original source of the photograph. A list of 
de1ailed subject tenns is given along with the current repository and the web • 
URL location of lhe print Once the image is called up on a computer screen. 
a unique di!tilal identification and a note on the degree tif resolution will 
appear. 

Ethnic News,vatch: On-line Native News 

Ethnic Newswmch is a fu ll text online collection of articles from over 
200 newspapers, magazines, and journals. Many of U1c sources are 
publica1ioas with a Native American Indian focus. Using Ethnic Newswatch 
is an easy way to get in-deptl1 news stories covering events and opinion in 
Indian Country. 

An average of eight thousand new articles are added each month. Along 
wiU1 the capability for inputting advanced directional symbols and 
connectors, 1his cominuous augmentation allows for sophisticated searching. 
The database compiler is Softline fnfonnation. lnc. Serials in Erhnic 
Ncwswarch include; 
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Akwe:kon J ournal (rc11anu:d Nalive Americas) 
lSS 8756·369x; Citnti1rn Start March 1994 - C'itation End June 1994; 
l'u ll Text St:ut March 1994 - Full Text End June I 994 
Akwesasne Notes 
ISSN 0002-".\949: Citation Start January l 985: Full Text Start January l 985 
Char -Koosta News 
TSSN 0528-R592: Ciw1ion Stan October 199 1: Full Text Srnrt Octobe r 199 1 
T he Cherokee Observer 
lSSN 1077-0968; Citation Stan January 1994; Full Text S1art January 1994 
ladian Country Today (Lakota Times) lSSN I 066-550 I: Citation Stan 
.January t993; Full Text Start January 1.993 
NAJA News ISSN 1085·6757; Citation Start December 1994; Full Text 
Start December J 994 

Native Americas (Fom1erly Akwe:kon Journal) JSSN J092-3527: Citation 
Start December J 994: Full Text Start December 1994 
Native Nevadan ISSN 0028-0534; Citation Start October L99 I- Ci.ration 
End June 1992; FuU Text Start October 1991 - Full Text End 1992 
Navaj o Nation Today no ISSN; Oitalion Start October 1991 - Citation End 
February 1992; Full Text Start October J 99 1; Full Text End February 1992 
Navajo Times No lSSN; Citation Start February 1995; 
Full Text Start February 1995 
News from Indian Country no ISSN; Citation start August 1991 ; 
Full Text Start August 1991 
Ojibwe Akiing no ISSN; Citation start December 1996; 
Full Text Strut December 1996 
The Ojibwe News no ISSN; Citation start January 1994; Full Text Start 
Jnnuary 1994 
Seminole Tribune ISSN 0891 -8252; Citarion Start April 1993; FuJ1 
Text Start April 1993 
Sho·Ban News ISSN 0197-7954; Citation Start November 199 l; Full Text 
Start November J 991 
Tribal College Journal of American Indian Higher Education ISSN 
lO'i?-'i 'iO'i· r.it::ition Siart .lulv 1989: Full Text Julv 1989 11 



T he Notional l ndian Law l ,ibrary 
\Vorks on Its' Strategic Plan 

B> o,., iii Shd<lon. Nll L um Libr:trinn 

fh~ No1io11JI Indian Low l.ihr.iry fNlLL) at ihe Native American 
Rig.his Fund. is u public law libr:iry dcvoled lo fodc.rol Indian and t rib~l l~w. 
Our mirnon is 10 develop a 11J ma~c accessible unique and vehmblc 
c:.ollection of infornmcion and Lo Jssist people with their Indian low-relule,IJ 
in rormation nccJ;. f:pccial emJlhnsis is plac~d on helping individuals nnd 
organization~ who arc wMking on behaff of Nalive Am~rko11s .md hnve the 
potentlnl to p<>Silivd .v inlh1cnoc 1hcir lives . 

NlLL is cum:ntly revising its slraleglc plan for Sl'rvicc 10 the public. 
TI1e strategic plan will include s1g11ircantf.Y. developing and t1plla1ing ii$ 
ext1tnsive 1ribal law collec1 ion. d1glhzing tribal law and otht'T materials for 
its web site http://www.nnrf.orgnill/NilhndeJLhtml). and 11-rcatly ex113nding 
its web site offering~ on Native American law research in the next few vears 
The National Indian I.aw Library plans 10 write an in-deplh artlde detailing 
1h~ lihrary's projcclS. g<>als, ~1rotegies nnd oppcirtunities for collaborati<"' in 
a lulure!> ,,.,uc oflh1> nc'"leurr. 

YoUT inout on the fu1urc Jirecuon ofihe Nati<•nal Indian Law l ibrary ts 
CJ1couragedr Please co!ll~cl: Oavid Selden. Law Libratimn 

~
dseldenLiilnnrl'.org) or Mnnic:i l\lartens. A;si5tant l JW Librarian 
mmolensl@norf.orR) 311he Nation•l lndian Law LibrJr)'INali\e American 
ights Furu!, 1522 U1ondway. Boulder. C'O 803Cl2, 003) 4.J7-ll760 tn \loi~e 

vo11r suggestions and/or ciincerm 

For more generJ I informulilln about NILL including our :.er.i icc~ and 
cnllcction. pleas~ see our wcbsi1e s1: http://www.narf.c>rgtni ll/abouuil l.html. 

Editor / M ll Native Pecw leslaw Caucus News etter 
53 West Jackson Bid .• Suite 940 
Chicago. IL 60604 - -
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