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AAHOA Announces 2022 Award Winners
Baltimore, MD, Apr. 15 – On the third day of the 2022 AAHOA Convention & Trade Show, the
association recognized achievement and excellence in the hospitality industry with its annual
awards.

Each year, AAHOA honors hoteliers who go above and beyond in service to the hospitality industry.

The annual AAHOA Awards Program recognizes the best of the best, and AAHOA is honored to
highlight this year’s award winners’ service and commitment to excellence.

Their hard work and dedication does not go unnoticed, and it is through their leadership, grit, and
determination that our industry – and association – continues to thrive.

Winners received their awards on the main stage during the general session on Thursday. The 2022
award winners are:

AAHOA Award of Excellence

This award recognizes a hotelier who has demonstrated strong leadership, has high standards of
excellence, and is making a significant contribution to the lodging Industry.

● Vimal Patel, President and CEO, QHotels Management, AAHOA Ambassador, Gulf
Region

Cecil B. Day Community Service Award

Named in honor of Cecil B. Day, the founder of Days Inn known for his commitment to community
service, this award recognizes someone who has demonstrated a strong commitment to serving
his or her community.

● Manhar (MP) Rama, CEO, Sima Hospitality; AAHOA Past Chair (2005-2006)

Outreach Award for Philanthropy

This award is given to an individual deeply involved with helping humanity through philanthropic
and charitable activities, domestically or overseas.

● Babu Patel, Trustmark Park Hospitality



Outstanding Woman Hotelier of the Year Award

This award recognizes a woman hotelier for strong leadership and a commitment to lodging
excellence, and for her significant contributions to the industry and to her community.

● Pinky P. Bhaidaswala, SSN Hotel Management, LLC

Outstanding Young Professional Hoteliers of the Year Award

This award is for young hoteliers under the age of 30 who have exemplified the spirit, dedication,
and achievement of a professional hotelier.

● Armaan Patel, AGA Hotels
● Taran Patel, Managing Principal, A1 Hospitality Group; AAHOA Ambassador, Northwest

Region

“This year’s AAHOA award recipients are movers and shakers in their communities and have gone
above and beyond to enhance the hotel guest experience,” said Chairman Vinay Patel. “The
hospitality industry has changed over the years, especially throughout the pandemic. Despite that,
these individuals have been forward-thinking and proactive in their contributions to hospitality.
Congratulations to every award recipient; your commitment to excellence is what sets you apart
from the rest.”

“Congratulations to the six award recipients who demonstrated exceptional work, and strived for
excellence, through two unprecedented years to ensure our industry thrives and creates
generational success for years to come,” said incoming AAHOA Chairman Nishant (Neal) Patel, “We
are proud to honor and recognize these individuals for their tremendous impact at AAHOA and in
the hospitality industry.”

###

About AAHOA
AAHOA is the largest hotel owners association in the nation, with Member-owned properties representing a
significant part of the U.S. economy. AAHOA's 20,000 members own 60% of the hotels in the United States
and are responsible for 1.7% of the nation’s GDP. More than one million employees work at AAHOA
member-owned hotels, earning $47 billion annually, and member-owned hotels support 4.2 million U.S. jobs
across all sectors of the hospitality industry. AAHOA's mission is to advance and protect the business interests
of hotel owners through advocacy, industry leadership, professional development, member benefits, and
community engagement.


