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Dear Affiliate Leader:

We hope that you have been continuing to take FCS skills and knowledge “to the streets” as an individual or affiliate.  As you know, the goal of the Taking it to the Streets (TIS) Initiative is to provide FCS professionals with resources on a topic of critical concern for families and communities. Some of you may be continuing your focus on obesity prevention while others are poised to work on the new campaign over the next year or two:  Impact of the Economy on Families: Strategies, Solutions and Resources.  Now in its 4th year, TIS is working with the FERM Community to provide AAFCS members with useful resources for this new campaign.  Here are our recent additions to the TIS portion of the website: http://www.aafcs.org/Advocacy/financialimpact.asp
1. Valuable listings of online resources:   compiled by Barbara O’Neil, noted author and expert in the field of finance, and Chair-elect of the FERM community. 
2. The ongoing 2013 TIS Resource Framework  includes curricula kits, grant opportunities, best practices, teacher-suggested curricula, professional development and relevant research.   We welcome any information you can share to enhance this framework.  

Please submit your resource suggestions for consideration by visiting the working draft framework at Google Docs:

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/ccc?key=0AvaNaMWTmXJ2dFNRRXp5bjVTRVdpMkFTb2NLNnVTMEE
Include your NAME and CONTACT information in the CATEGORY column on the left. Website descriptions and website addresses, online links and free quality materials are strongly encouraged.  If you have questions, please contact Barbara O’Neill at oneill@aesop.rutgers.edu or Marilyn Swierk at msinnovate@aol.com.

3. Lesson plans and online listings will be also provided for your use in the future.  Please help us enhance this section of resources by submitting these separately to Barbara and Marilyn.

If possible, send these in digital format including links and URL’s.

What you can do as an affiliate: 

· Provide the name of your affiliate’s current TIS contact

· Utilize the information and speakers for your meetings, workshops and classrooms.  Some are free!

· Share your resources, ideas and activities with TIS.  Visit the link above.

· Submit a brief yearly report to help us measure involvement and impact.  A report form will be coming soon.
Note:  TIS will become a community this spring.  Its role will be the same:  Empowering members and partners to act on a current issue of concern within the same time frame, bringing visibility to the profession and putting related resources all in one place.
Questions?  Suggestions?  Interested in involvement this year and/or in the proposed community?  
Contact Marilyn Swierk at  msinnovate@aol.com, or Mary Behrendt at bkehece@sd6.k12.mt.us
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