
 

 

 

 

 

 

November 21, 2014 

 

 

 

Dr. Thomas A. Rakes, Chancellor   Dr. Todd A. Winters, Dean 

325 Moody Administration Building   College of Agriculture and Applied 

University of Tennessee – Martin   Sciences 

Martin, TN  38238     251 Brehm Hall 

       University of Tennessee – Martin 

       Martin, TN  38238 

Dr. Sue G. Byrd, Interim Chair 

Department of Family and Consumer Sciences 

340B Gooch Hall 

University of Tennessee – Martin 

Martin, TN  38238 

 

 

Dear Chancellor Rakes, Dean Winters, and Chair Byrd: 

 

In its November 7, 2014 meeting, the Council for Accreditation of the American 

Association of Family and Consumer Sciences voted to grant accreditation to the 

Department of Family and Consumer Sciences at the University of Tennessee - Martin. 

This action followed careful review and consideration of the Self-Study Report, the report 

of the site visit team, and the institution’s response to the site visit report. 

 

The Council for Accreditation commends the Department of Family and Consumer 

Sciences and faculty members for providing high quality Family and Consumer Sciences 

programs. The following strengths are particularly noteworthy: 

 

1. The Unit Chair is to be commended for being a highly skilled and effective leader 
who has the respect of University administrators, colleagues across the campus, 
Unit faculty members, students, and alumni. 
 

2. Faculty members are forward thinking in exploring new options for future growth. 
 

3. Faculty members participate in retreats to review the mission statement and 
short/long-term goals. 

 
 



4. The Unit’s Advisory Council is active and effective. 
 

5. The Unit is developing online courses to meet student needs. 
 

6. The department has a set of codified bylaws that clearly outline departmental 
governance. 

 
7. The department supports and encourages participation in three active student 

organizations. 
 

8. Faculty members engage students in a variety of scholarly and outreach activities. 
 

9. Faculty members effectively collaborate across campus. Service learning and 
community involvement are encouraged in many courses. 

 
10. Faculty members offer students quality advisement that includes employment assistance 

following graduation. 
 

The Council for Accreditation makes the following recommendations to strengthen compliance 

with accreditation standards and to assist in further enhancement of the programs in the 

Department of Family and Consumer Sciences: 

1. Provide documentation in the first interim report that the department chair’s teaching 
load has been reduced to be consistent with university and college workload policies.  
[Criterion 1.4(3)] 

 
2. Provide clarification regarding the administration of the Hospitality and Foodservice 

Management program.  [Criteria 1.4(7); 1.4(8)] 
 

3. Monitor new initiatives to ensure adequate funding is available while sustaining existing 
offerings.  [Criterion1.5(1)] 
 

4. Continue to implement the plan in which reliable information on Department of Family 
and Consumer Sciences aggregated student achievement data and other measures are 
updated at least annually and provided to the public on a timely basis using the 
homepage of the Unit website.  [Criteria 2.2(1); 2.2(3)] 
 

5. Evaluate rubrics/assessment tools to insure assessment methods address student 
learning outcomes with specificity.  [Criterion 2.2(1)] 

 
6. Establish policies and procedures outlining eligibility for students not completing the 

culminating experience.  [Criterion 2.3(1)] 
 

7. Define criteria for achieving “satisfactory” rating for post-tenure review teaching 
performance. [Criterion 4.2(1)e] 

 
8. As funds become available, increase the number of full-time faculty members to 

enhance program quality and reduce program reliance on adjunct instructors.   
[Criteria 4.2(4); 4.3(1a)] 

 



Actions taken in response to these recommendations are to be described in the Unit’s first 

interim report which shall be submitted in year three (2017) of accreditation. You will receive 

notification of the specific date the report will be due to arrive in the Office of Accreditation for 

consideration in the Council’s subsequent meeting. 

 

Accreditation is granted by the Council for Accreditation for a period of ten years. Any extension 

and/or provisional accreditation periods are counted as part of the ten year period. Therefore, 

this accreditation expires Fall 2024. The next Self-Study Report will be due September 1, 2023. 

 

When accreditation is granted, the Unit is eligible to use the AAFCS Seal of Accreditation. This 

seal indicates that the Unit has been found to meet or exceed stated criteria and can be used in 

all communications, both print and electronic. You will be sent an electronic file containing the 

seal graphic with protocol for use information. 

 

Members of the Council for Accreditation join us in congratulating you and the faculty on the 

quality of programs offered by the Department of Family and Consumer Sciences. This comes 

with our good wishes for continued success of the programs. 

 

With best wishes, 

        
Billie J. Collier, Ph.D.    Gay Nell McGinnis, CFCS, Director 

Chair, Council for Accreditation Credentialing, Professional Development, and 

Research 

 


