
 

 

November 5, 2012 

 

 

 

Dr. Marilyn Sheerer    Dr. Judy Siguaw, Dean 

Provost & Senior Vice Chancellor  College of Human Ecology 

for Academic & Student Affairs  RW 246 

113 Spilman Building    East Carolina University 

East Carolina University   Greenville, NC  27858-4353 

Greenville, NC  27858-4353 

 

Dr. Katherine Swank, Chair 

Department of Interior Design and Merchandising 

108 Rivers 

East Carolina University 

Greenville, NC  27858-4353 

 

 

Dear Dr. Sheerer, Dr Siguaw, and Dr. Swank: 

 

In its November 3, 2012 meeting, the Council For Accreditation of the American 

Association of Family and Consumer Sciences voted to grant accreditation to the Family 

and Consumer Sciences Unit comprised of the Department of Child Development and 

Family Relations and the Merchandising program in the Department of Interior Design 

and Merchandising in the College of Human Ecology at East Carolina University.  This 

action followed careful review and consideration of the Self-Study Report, the report of 

the site visit team, and the institution’s response to the site visit report. 

 

The Council For Accreditation finds cause to give commendations for the high quality 

Family and Consumer Sciences programs reviewed.  The following strengths are 

particularly noteworthy: 

1. Dr. Marilyn Sheerer, Provost & Senior Vice Chancellor for Academic & Student 
Affairs, Dr. Judy Siguaw, Dean of the College of Human Ecology, Dr. Cynthia E. 
Johnson, Chair of the Department of Child Development and Family Relations 
and Dr. Katherine Swank, Chair of the Department of Interior Design and 
Merchandising are to be commended for their support of accreditation for the 
Unit. 

 
2. Faculty scholarly and creative activity as well as commitment to service and 

outreach is comprehensive and balanced across the five programs within the 
Unit. 

 
3. University and program goals are strongly linked with the assessment of 

outcomes. 
 



 
4. The integrative focus of family and consumer sciences is clearly articulated by faculty 

members and students.  
 
5. Over 300 sites in the community and beyond support the instructional/field 

placement, research, and outreach goals of the five programs within the Unit, the 
College, and the University. 

 
6. The 17 articulation agreements with various community colleges meet a regional 

educational need as they serve students enrolled in the Unit. 
 
7. The establishment and maintenance of effective advisory boards including alumni 

has increased the support for scholarships for students within the Unit.  
 
8. High quality advising and mentoring by faculty members and advisors in the Unit is 

recognized and appreciated by students and alumni. 
 
9. University governance policies encourage faculty engagement in each department 

within the Unit. 
 
10. Vibrant student organizations within the Unit provide opportunities for enhancing 

students’ development and practice of leadership skills. 
 

The Council For Accreditation acknowledges the response from East Carolina University 
to the recommendations made by the site visit team to strengthen compliance with 
accreditation standards and to assist in further enhancement of the programs in the 
Family and Consumer Sciences Unit reviewed for accreditation.  After review of all 
submitted documents, the Council for Accreditation recommends that the Unit: 
 

1. Articulate and demonstrate the uniqueness of the unit to internal and external 

publics. [Criterion 1.3(1)]  

 

2. Develop a comprehensive organizational chart which delineates how the Unit 

operates and how it is administered. The CFA recognizes the explanation 

provided in the response but would now like to see an actual chart. [Criteria 1.3 

(2); 1.3 (3); 1.3 (4); 1.3.(5)]  

 

3. Ensure that all programs are represented on Unit committees. [Criterion 1.4(8)] 
 

4. Ensure that budget and resource allocations are equitable across programs in 

the Unit. [Criteria 1.5(4); 1.5(7); 1.5(9)] 

 

5. Ensure that each program has rigorous and comprehensive assessments.           

[Criteria 2.2(3); 3.1] 

 

 

 

6. Describe the format and frequency of routinely reporting to the public reliable 

information about student performance and achievement (e.g., graduation rates, 



retention rates, career placement, student performance, graduate performance).  

[Intent 2.2, Required Documentation d.] 

 

7.  Develop and publish written policies and procedures for the Unit.  [Criteria  4.2 

(1); 4.3(5)] 

 

8. Ensure that faculty instructional workloads allow time for research and scholarly 

productivity expectations to be met.  [Criteria  4.2(2); 4.2(3); 4.2(4)] 

 

Actions taken in response to these recommendations are to be described in the Unit’s 

first interim report to occur in 2015.  You will receive notification of the specific date the 

report will be due to arrive in the Office of Accreditation for consideration in the Council’s 

subsequent meeting. 

 

Accreditation is granted by the Council for Accreditation for a period of ten years.  Any 

extension and/or provisional accreditation periods are counted as part of the ten year 

period.  Therefore, this accreditation expires Fall 2022.  The next self-study report will be 

due September 1, 2021. 

 

When accreditation is granted, the Unit is eligible to use the AAFCS Seal of 

Accreditation.  This seal indicates that the Unit has been found to meet or exceed stated 

criteria and can be used in all communication, both print and electronic.  You will be sent 

an electronic file containing the seal graphic with protocol for use information. 

 

Members of the Council for Accreditation join us in congratulating you and the faculty on 

the quality of programs offered by the Family and Consumer Sciences Unit in the 

Department of Child Development and Family Relations and the Merchandising program 

in the Department of Interior Design and Merchandising in the College of Human 

Ecology.  This comes with our good wishes for continued success of the programs. 

 

With best wishes, 

 
Valerie L. Giddings, Ph.D.   Gay Nell McGinnis, CFCS, Director 

Chair, Council for Accreditation Credentialing, Professional Development, 

and Research 


