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Growing up, I was involved in 4-H and FHA (now FCCLA). Those groups were a place for me to set and achieve goals, 
make friends, try new things, and develop my skills. It was an easy decision for me to enroll in an FCS major and to 
join the student unit of AAFCS. Once I started attending the Annual Conferences, I found more ways to develop my 
knowledge and skills, set and achieve professional goals, and find friends. My involvement on the AAFCS Board is a 
way for me to give back to an organization that has given me so much. 

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS  

Current – Family Resource Management Field Specialist for South Dakota State University Extension. I work with 
consumers across the state to assist them in increasing their financial knowledge and implementing behaviors that 
will secure their financial future. 

Past – Assistant Professor in Consumer Affairs at South Dakota State University – The highlight of this position was 
working with college students to assist them in securing internships and conducting a travel study to the Pine Ridge 
Indian Reservation. 

FACS teacher – I taught for ten years at the middle school and high school levels. My favorite classes to teach were 
personal finance, cooking, and sewing. 

WHAT SKILLS PREPARED ME TO BECOME A BOARD MEMBER? 

To prepare me to become a Board member, I attended the annual conference, volunteered for National level 
committees, held offices with my state Affiliate, and got to know members from across the US. I feel the skills I bring 
to the Board are an understanding of the organization and field, experience in a variety of professional roles, and the 
desire to work with others to carry out the mission of AAFCS. 

WHEN I THINK ABOUT AAFCS, WHAT AM I PASSIONATE ABOUT? 

I am fascinated by the history of our organization. I love learning about professionals and their work when the field 
was getting started and recognized. There are so many professionals did in the early 1900s that apply the work being 
done by professionals today. 
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DEGREES & SCHOOL, CERTIFICATES, AND CREDENTIALS 

Degrees 
BS – South Dakota State University, Home Economics Education 
M.Ed. – University of Minnesota, Adult Education 
Ph.D. – Iowa State University, Family and Consumer Sciences Education 

Certificates 
CFCS, CPFFE 
AFC – Accredited Financial Counselor 

MY FAMILY AND MY INTERESTS 

My husband and I have been married for 26 years. We have one son who is attending college in California. My 
husband has been a Lutheran Pastor for 17 years. I enjoy reading, quilting, baking, and playing golf. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

      

  

 


