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Mia Baytop Russell, MBA, AFC®, Ph.D. is a Lecturer in 
the Johns Hopkins University Center of Leadership 
Education. Grounded in principles and processes of 
leadership, entrepreneurship, and communication, 
she teaches undergraduate and graduate courses 
designed to help students succeed and lead in a wide 
range of professional settings. Her courses include 
Foundations of American Enterprise, Engineering 
Leadership and Management, Professional 
Communication: Closing the Racial Wealth Gap, and 
Managing Personal Finances. 

She has over twenty-five years of experience in the 
public and private sectors. Prior to joining Johns 
Hopkins, Mia was the Program Lead and Vice 
President for Financial Education and Youth Financial 
Health Philanthropy at the Wells Fargo Foundation. In 
this role, she was responsible for national financial 
education efforts as well as the philanthropic strategy 
for youth (K-College). She also served as an Extension 
Educator at the University of Maryland Extension 
leading financial education programming and 
community outreach in Central Maryland. In this role, 
she served on the Health Insurance Literacy Initiative 
(HILI) team and developed an award-winning youth 
entrepreneurship program.  

Mia prioritizes service and currently serves on the 
Board of Directors for the American Association of 
Family and Consumer Sciences (AAFCS). Mia was 
elected to serve as the 2021-2022 AAFCS Treasurer.  

As a contributor to the field of financial education and 
organizational behavior, Mia has developed financial 
education programs for a variety of audiences, 
published several articles, and conducted numerous 
domestic and international presentations. Her 
practice and research interests focus on financial well-
being and work-related well-being.  
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