
 
 

©2021 American Association of Family & Consumer Sciences 
 

 
2021 Annual Conference Objectives 

The AAFCS Virtual Conference will provide a forum to: 

• increase accessibility and affordability of the AAFCS conference to high quality professional 
development;  

• experience the people-centered sciences with the most inspiring and creative content experts in the 
field; 

• examine the role and impact of family and consumer sciences programs on individuals, families and 
communities in the 21st century; 

• explore innovative best practices, research-based strategies, and effective educational tools and 
resources within our 5 content strands; 

• advance research and scholarship for family and consumer science professionals; 
• showcase program innovation and new insights; and 
• celebrate the relevance and resilience of #FCSsuccess. 

Participants in the AAFCS Virtual Conference will be able to: 

• analyze critical issues and challenges facing individuals, families, and communities; 
• build the capacity of members to meet the evolving needs of the profession; 
• consider the implications and impact of relevant trends and innovations on the work of family and 

consumer sciences professionals; 
• engage in professional networks that cultivate cooperative relationships and advance the field of 

family and consumer sciences;  
• foster dialogue and engage in collaborative learning, support social justice, increase visibility of 

FCS, and return FCS to all levels of education;   
• increase visibility of the impact of the profession at the local, state, national, and international levels; 
• implement effective tools, strategies, and resources which strengthen individuals, families, and 

communities;  
• utilize research-based information, skills, and strategies for designing programs that address and 

support the needs of diverse audiences; and 
• validate the critical role of FCS professionals and programs in providing high quality learning and 

educational opportunities. 

The following content strands are the updated target areas of professional development for the 2021 
conference: 

• Effecting Change:  Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
• Effecting Change:  Leadership, Advocacy, and Collaboration 
• #FCSsuccess:  COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
• #FCSsuccess:  Educational Tools and Resources 
• #FCSsuccess:  Research and Scholarship 


