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Reflections 
 
At the time of my life when I began to think of my future years, there 
were far fewer choices for a female than in more recent times.   I 
graduated from the State College High School in 1956 and there was 
only one higher education choice that I considered.  That, of course, was 
Home Economics as we were proudly known at that time. I applied and 
was accepted to Mansfield State Teachers College, again as it was 
known at that time.  My college years were a time of growing, learning, 
making life-long friends, and studying hard while still enjoying campus 
life. I had the benefit of highly qualified and capable instructors, ones 
who taught the subject matter very well, and were genuinely committed 
to our growth and progress. 
 
I married a Mansfield graduate and we had three children.  I was 
substitute teaching in the public schools in the mid 1960’s when Dr. 
Lilla Halchin, Chair of the Home Economics Department, called and 
asked me to fill in for one semester for the Assistant Director of the 
Home Economics Nursery School.  Following that semester I continued 
substituting for a semester when I again received a call from Dr. Halchin 
asking me to cover one clothing construction course for one semester 
only.  That was in the spring of 1968 and those two semester  part time 
opportunities were the beginning of a thirty-one and a half year 
professional career on campus.  I retired from my Mansfield position in 
1999 and continue to live in Mansfield. Securing a teaching position was 
far less complicated then than now. 
 
Teaching at Mansfield University was a dream position.  We had 
wonderful students and because we had so many laboratory courses, our 
classes were small and we became very close to our students. 
In 1991 there was an administrative decision to close the Home 
Economics Department and we had two years to complete the program 
for the students to whom we had made a commitment. During that 



transition period I had the opportunity to become part of the Education 
Department and did full time supervision of elementary and secondary 
student teachers in the field. This was another fulfilling and very 
rewarding period in my life. 
 
The Pennsylvania Home Economics Association (PHEA) and currently 
PAFCS contributed greatly to my professional development.  The annual 
conferences were consistently a time of renewal.  The speakers were 
highly qualified and inspirational, the workshops were well planned and 
meaningful, and by attending the conferences we learned what was 
taking place statewide regarding our profession.  We became acquainted 
with faculty and students from all of the other Pennsylvania colleges 
offering Home Economics/FCS, and spent time with the public school 
educators.  One of the most rewarding aspects for me was meeting with 
former students, learning about their programs, and observing them 
stepping  into the leadership roles. 
 
My choice of profession was indeed a wise one for me, one that has 
provided me with years of pleasure that I would not have even known to 
hope for.  It has been an honor to be a member of this organization for 
fifty years.   My wish for each of you is that PAFCS will mean as much 
to you personally and professionally as it has to me. 


