
April 2009 General Membership Meeting 
Friday, April 17, 2009 

Omaha, NE 
 
 

I. Call Meeting To Order: 
 Date:  Friday, April 17, 2009 
 Place:  Embassy Suites, Omaha, NE 

Present:  Jan Williams, Pam Gaines, Jane Swartz, Paulette 
Kuhlman, Angie Swantek and the general membership.  (See 
the conference attendance sheet). 
Time:  The meeting was called to order at 12:05 by President, 
Jan Williams. 

 
II. Secretary Report: 

The members reviewed the minutes from the October 2, 2008 
meeting.  No corrections or additions were made.  A motion 
was made by Jane Swartz and seconded by Karen Collins to 
approve the minutes as written.  The motion carried. 

 
III. Treasurer’s Report: 

The members reviewed the treasurer’s report dated October 
1, 2008 to March 30, 2009.  The current NCVPRN balance in 
the checking account is $10,822.60.  A motion was made by 
Dede Leinan and seconded by Vicki Lindberg to approve the 
report.  The motion carried. 

 
IV. Committee Reports: 

A.  Certification:  Gayla is in Chicago this weekend.  Jan 
Williams reports that Nebraska did not do an initial program 
review this year.  The national committee is working to 
change the whole certification process.  Gayla will keep us 
informed of any changes as they become available. 
B.  Development/Marketing/Communications:  Pam 
Robertson reminds us that her committee promoted Cardiac 



and Pulmonary Rehab weeks this year by sending a yahoo 
message to share ideas and ways in which we celebrate 
throughout the State.  Pam would like to expand on this next 
year and asks rehabs to take photos so we can use those on a 
future display board.  The Governor signed the proclamation 
which was then posted on the website.  Anyone can attend 
the signing, just watch for the dates to be announced on the 
website.  Polar monitors will no longer be sold as a state 
fundraising project due to the availability of them at discount 
stores.  Fundraising will continue in the form of basket raffles 
at the Spring and Fall conferences.  We like to have 3 baskets 
at Fall and 5 baskets at Spring.  Please email Pam if your 
rehab is interested in providing a basket for these events.  
Pam reminds us that snail mail is no longer used.  All 
communication is via the website.  Membership keeps our 
email addresses.  Twenty two names get bounced from the 
system whenever we do a mass mailing, Pam has those 
names here today for everyone to check.  This committee will 
be looking to make some updates to the website including a 
message board.  Please make sure the state has your correct 
address, phone number, email, etc.  Finally, Pam would 
gladly take help on this committee.  Please contact her at 
probertson@stez.org.   
C.  Guidelines:  Vicki Lindberg reports that they are still 
working on the diabetic guidelines.  She needs help on this 
committee.  She is hoping to have them completed by next 
month.  If you are interested in serving on this committee 
notify Vicki at vlindber@alegent.org. 
D.  Health Policy & Reimbursement/MAC:  Paulette 
Kuhlman gave us a brief history of the MAC’s.  Nebraska is 
in J5 with Iowa, Kansas and Missouri.  There have been no 
changes made as of yet but on January 1, 2010 
reimbursement to pulmonary and cardiac rehabs will be 
placed into law.  There was some recent communication from 
CMS about physician supervision, but AACVPR said we 
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should continue to operate as we are and make no changes at 
this time.  Paulette reminded us that this year we will not be 
sending anyone to the Day on the Hill, but have attended in 
the past.  At this time, Paulette presented Jan Williams with 
the President’s gift and thanked her for her service to 
NCVPRN. 
E.  Membership:  Jane and Carol remind members that it is 
now time to renew our membership.  Members are to double 
check all their demographic information.  Please let 
membership know if you are having trouble accessing the 
website.  Dues first and second notices will all be emailed. 
Membership Dues:  Since we will no longer have polar 
sales we will have a loss of revenue for NCVPRN.  Jan 
explained that our dues in Nebraska are well below the 
surrounding states and have not been raised since NCVPRN 
began.  Jan proposes instead of having multiple fundraising 
efforts we increase our dues to $35.00.  There were no 
questions or discussions.  A motion was made by Judy Bors 
and seconded by Paul Daugherty to increase our dues.  The 
voice vote was favorable. 
F.  Outcomes and Research:  Angie Swantek and Sandy 
Koenig passed out two research articles (one for Pulmonary 
and one for Cardiac) that explain the importance of our 
patients being involved in a rehab facility.  These articles can 
be used as marketing tools at our individual rehab facilities. 
G.  TriNetwork:  The committee was thanked for their hard 
work in obtaining such quality speakers and beautiful facility 
for the conference.  There are 127 people registered for this 
conference. 
H.  Programs:  Pam Gaines reminded everyone that our Fall 
Conference will be held October 15th at the Holiday Inn in 
York, Nebraska.  The year 2010 we will be traveling further 
west. 

 
V. Old Business: 



A.  Internal Audit Update:  The audit has been completed.  
The biggest thing found was that we need to improve the 
paper trail to better provide where money is being spent. 
B.  Bonding of Treasurer:    Per the auditors’ 
recommendation, the treasurer is now bonded.  This cost 
$125.00 for $15,000 of coverage. 

 
VI. New Business: 

A.  Proposed Budget for 2009-2010:  Paulette Kuhlman 
presented the budget.  The only suggestion from Pam 
Robertson was to increase the amount of fundraising as our 
basket sales usually nets more than $275.00.  There being no 
further changes, a motion was made by Carey Krepels and 
seconded by Pam Robertson.  The voice vote was favorable 
to accept the budget. 
B.  Strategic Plan Review:  We remain on schedule for the 
year. 
C.  Proposed Job Description and Bylaws Changes:  
Changes were made to the Health Policy and 
Reimbursement/MAC committee and the treasurer’s job 
description Section 8 and Section 11 and 12.  See attached 
explanation.  A motion was made by Jane Swartz and 
seconded by Joan Manning to accept the changes.  The voice 
vote was favorable.   
D.  Polar Sales:  Any sites that have unsold monitors need to 
sell them or return them as soon as possible to Paul 
Daugherty.  Paul felt there were only 10 monitors not sold.  If 
at the end of the year they are still not sold, Paul is authorized 
to sell them at our cost. 
E.  Membership Dues:  See under “E” membership report 
above. 
F.  Webpage Updates:  As Pam Robertson reported earlier, 
the Web page will be getting an update.  One of the things 
that we would like to have happen on the web is for members 
to be able to pay dues and register for conferences online. 



G.  Call for Members to Join Committees:  Many 
committees are looking for members to join them.  Please 
consider getting involved in a committee at the State level.  It 
really is a growth opportunity and a good way to network 
with other Rehab. professionals. 
H.  Communication:  This was discussed under “B” above 
in the committee reports Development /Marketing / 
Communication.  The Nebraska board did vote to not use 
CVent for the conference registrations anymore. 
I.  Introduction of New Officers:  Paulette Kuhlman is our 
new President, Angie Swantek is President-Elect, and Karen 
Hardy is the Secretary.  They take office effective July 1 with 
the new fiscal year. 

 
VI. Miscellaneous: 

AACVPR Conference Date:  September 30 through 
October 3, 2009 at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
Fall Conference Date:  October 15, 2009 at York, Nebraska 
Holiday Inn. 
TriNetwork Conference Date:  April 23 and 24, 2010 at 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota.  

 
VII. Adjourn: 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:50 by President, Jan 
Williams.  These minutes are subject to approval at our 
October 15, 2009 General Membership Meeting. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Angie Swantek, RN 
NCVPRN Secretary 
    


