
July 2013 Executive Board Meeting 
July 18, 2013 

Bellevue Medical Center, Bellevue, Ne 
 

I. Call Meeting to Order: 
Date: July 18, 2013 
Place:  Bellevue Medical Center, Bellevue, Ne 
Attendance:   Jane Swartz, Karen Hardy, Pam Gaines, with Lora Rutt and 
Emily Thompson by phone. 
Time:  The meeting was called to order by President Jane Swartz at 12:19 
pm.  
 

II. Secretary Report:  The board reviewed the minutes of the June 20, 2013 
meeting. With the correction of the fall conference room rates and the 
addition of the treasurer’s report the minutes were approved by Lora and 
seconded by Pam.  Motion carried.  
 

III. Treasurer Report:  Emily presented the treasurer’s report dated June 1-10, 
2013 for review.  There was a beginning balance of $12,193.60 with interest 
income of 0.10 and expenses of 757.93, leaving an ending balance of 
$11,435.77.  A motion was made by Karen and seconded by Lora to approve 
the treasurer’s report. Motion carried. 
  

IV. Committee Reports: The board will commit time during the August meeting 
to look at possible committee goals and restructuring with the goal of 
keeping committees engaged and active in the coming year. 
a. Certification:  No report 
b. Development/Marketing/Communications:  Guidelines: No report 
c. Health Policy and Reimbursement: Lora reports  

i.  AACVPR communications have informed members of a projected 
Medicare/Medicaid $101.92 dollar payment for Phase II Cardiac 
Rehab and $39.33 for Pulmonary Rehab in 2014. See attachment 

ii. MAC meeting was postponed 
iii. Decision re: midlevel provider supervision of cardiac rehab is  

pending 
d. Membership:  Currently 56 members are listed on the AACVPR website 

as Nebraska joint affiliate members.  Pam will send a membership dues  
reminder with a link to the AACVPR website  with the fall conference save 
the date reminder.  We will continue to monitor membership numbers 
through the AACVPR website.  

e. Outcomes and Research:  No report 
f. Program:  see below 
g. TriNetwork:  No report 

 



V. Fall Conference: Pam reported  
a.  Save the Dates to be out soon and brochure draft was reviewed, Pam 

will put the Save the Date on the website also 
b. October 10th program agenda was discussed 

i. Board President/Pres Elect? to give joint affiliate update 
ii. AACVPR Health Care Reform Task Force speaker –still waiting on 

name from AACVPR 
iii. Shannon Fink – Grand Island HyVee dietitian for dietary guidelines 

and cooking demo 90 minutes  
iv. Tami Ward NP/Tim Ryan NP  – Exercise and CHF   
v. Dr Matthew Johnson –Preventive Cardiology  

c. October 9th pm pre program  
i. Registration 6-6:30 

ii. Social hour 6:30-7:30 
iii. Pritikin speaker 7:30-9:00 

d.  Vendors are being contacted by Pam.  Jan Williams will work on local 
vendors from Hastings  

e. Holiday Inn Express Contract is being finalized 
f. Pam will look into getting transportation from Holiday Inn to Country 

Club provided 
g. Menu is finalized  
h. Michelle Christiansen will be asked to do CEU’s application  
i. Emily volunteered to help with registration 
j. Would like to teleconference with executive board at 3pm on October 8th  
k.  Need to engage committee chairs with plan prior to fall meeting  

 
VI. AACVPR Annual meeting, Nashville, TN. Oct 2-5, 2013. 

a. Jane will attend as President of NCVPRN  
b. President’s luncheon is October 3rd, 12:15-1:15. 
c. AACVPR also plans to do an affiliate leadership forum during this next 

fiscal year – they are currently surveying affiliate leadership member re: 
preferences for dates.  AACPVR will cover some costs excluding 
transportation to the destination.  This has been a very helpful workshop 
in the past. 
 

VII. NCVPRN Bylaw review/revision: 
a.  Jane and Karen will look at  needed bylaw changes   

 
VIII. Nominating Committee  

a. Karen will get a Nebraska joint affiliate membership list from AACVPR 
website 

b. A request for nominations for the positions of Treasurer and President 
Elect will be sent out through Yahoo in August. 
 



IX. Miscellaneous: 
a. The next NCVPRN Executive Board meeting will be held on Thursday, 

August 22, 2013, 12-2pm at the Alegent Creighton Cardiac Center. Karen 
Hardy will be hosting.  
 

X. Adjourn: There being no further business; the meeting was adjourned at 
1:46pm by President Jane Swartz. These minutes are subject to approval at 
the next Executive Board Meeting 

 
 

 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Karen Hardy RN, BSN 
NCVPRN President Elect 



 
 AACVPR Health Policy & Reimbursement Update  
July 16, 2013  
Proposed 2014 Medicare Regulations  
On July 8, 2013, CMS (The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services) posted 
proposed 2014 Hospital Outpatient Prospective Payment System (HOPPS) and 
Physician Fee Schedule (PFS) regulations. The two separate documents pertain 
to hospital outpatient services and to services covered under the physician fee 
schedule. New rules and rule changes in both regulations are frequently inter-
related (as was the case with different aspects of the cardiac and pulmonary 
rehabilitation coverage policies appearing in the 2010 HOPPS and in the PFS). 
Public comments for the proposed rules are accepted until 60 days after 
publication and final regulations for CY 2014 are expected in early November.  
 
Cardiac Rehabilitation Payment  
In the hospital outpatient (hospital-owned) setting, the cardiac rehabilitation 
reimbursement rate for both CPT 93797 and 93798 is slated for $101.92 
payment. This is a national average and will vary based on geographic location 
due to adjustments related to labor costs. The co-payment amount (secondary 
insurance or patient portion) is $20.39.  
The significantly higher cardiac rehabilitation reimbursement rate may be due in 
part to an increased use by hospitals of the cardiac rehabilitation nonstandard 
cost center on the Medicare Cost Report Form 2552-10. This option was 
implemented in October, 2009. Please see details here if your institution has not 
yet made the shift to this CMS-recommended nonstandard cost center.  
 
Pulmonary Rehabilitation Payment  
Pulmonary rehabilitation proposed reimbursement rate remains unchanged at 
$39.33 for HCPCS code G0424. Co-payment amount is $7.87. It appears from 
this flat reimbursement rate that a majority of pulmonary rehabilitation programs 
have not utilized the PR Toolkit to adjust charges to more accurately reflect 
charges that make up the work that is bundled in the G0424 procedure code. For 
CY 2015 Medicare payment amounts, CMS will analyze claims data taken from 
2013 to early 2014. It is therefore imperative that inaccurate calculations, a 
process described in great detail in the PR Toolkit, are addressed by each 
institution in the immediate future.  

Respiratory services (what those in the field refer to as 
"pulmonary rehab" for patients with a non-COPD respiratory 
disease) is the same amount of $39.33 per 15 minutes for 
the timed procedure codes, G0237 and G0238 and the un-
timed group exercise therapy code, G0239. The co-payment 
is also $7.87.   


