
Freeport-McMoRan Oil & Gas 
Freeport-McMoRan Oil & Gas, formerly Plains Exploration & Production Company, is a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Freeport-McMoRan Copper & Gold Inc., a premier U.S. based natural resources producer.  
Freeport-McMoRan has oil and natural gas assets primarily in North America, including the Deepwater Gulf 
of Mexico, onshore and offshore California, the Rocky Mountain region, the Eagle Ford and Haynesville shale 
plays and the emerging ultra-deep gas trend onshore in South Louisiana and on the Shelf of the GOM. 

CAREER OPPORTUNITY 

SENIOR DRILLING ENGINEER 
Plan and implement all phases of well drilling activities. Responsible for drilling engineering and operations 
for all wells in assigned areas. Responsible for designing vertical, directional & horizontal oil & gas wells. 
Responsibilities include not only planning, designing & executing the well construction program, but also 
administering day-to-day drilling operations in the assigned area. Some field work is necessary. Provides 
technical data, well research and cost estimates to drill to proposed total depth through running cementing 
the production casing in the most efficient and prudent manner.  May be involved in completion and workover 
operations.  Administers various plans, policies and programs related to drilling activities; work closely with 
contract crews to insure efficient, safe operations; while keeping Drilling Manager advised on progress of 
drilling activities. 
 
ESSENTIAL DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 

 Plan and implement all phases of planning and operations for wells drilled in assigned areas.  

 Prepare cost estimates and AFE’s for the drilling of wells. 

 Evaluate offset drilling data to build correlation packages for estimating well costs. 

 Develop the well program for drilling.  

 Assist in providing 24 hour supervision on well sites and direct the operations through appropriate 
field personnel.  

 Actively participate in Operational Team consisting of Drilling, Land, Geology, Reservoir, Production, 
and EHS Personnel. 

 Coordinate all necessary permitting requirements. Stay abreast of state and federal laws and 
regulations as applicable. 

 Prepare work scope and evaluate the bidding of goods and services for drilling operations.   

 Enforce E&P safety and environmental policies and procedures. 

 Represent the Company's Drilling Department at departmental and joint interest meetings. 

 Process and route for correct filing field generated paperwork.  Review, code and approve vendor 
invoices on a timely basis.  Organize and maintain files on drilling operations. 

 Interact daily with contract personnel, and time to time with federal, and state regulatory agencies 

POSITION SPECIFICATIONS: 

 Must have a B.S. degree in Petroleum Engineering or related field 

 10+ years California experience in the oil and gas industry as a drilling engineer employed by major 
or independent oil company required. 

 Expertise in thermal drilling operations and directional & horizontal drilling is necessary.  

 Field operations/rig supervision experience is an advantage. 

 Experience with onshore drilling rigs.  Deep water, barge, platform, jack-ups and floating drilling 
experience will be considered a plus.   

 Previous field drilling experience is desirable.   

 Must have a working knowledge of state and federal regulatory laws and regulations. 

 Must be proficient with personal computers and spreadsheet software. Working knowledge of 
Windows, Excel, e-mail, database management and local area networks. 

 Must be able to deal logically and effectively with all levels of management. 

 Must be proficient with staff work including oral and written communications. 

HOW TO APPLY 
Successful candidates will enjoy a generous compensation and benefits package. Qualified applicants must 
have authorization to live and work in the United States.   Sponsorship is not available. Visit our website to 
apply: www.fcx.com or to mail: Attn: Human Resources, 1200 Discovery Dr., Suite 100, Bakersfield, CA  
93309 or Fax 661-395-5283 EOE, M/F/D/V 

 

http://www.fcx.com/

