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Los Angeles Basin Section
Society of Petroleum Engineers
Recipient of the SPE President’s Section Award for Excellence & a SPE Gold Standard Section

A Message from the Chair
OCEC Honors LASPE Members with
Engineering Awards, Upcoming WRM
offering a great program, classes and
exhibits
Dear Friends and Members of SPE,
We were honored by the Orange County Engineering Council by
having four LASPE members and two USC SPE members receive
awards at their February 17th Awards Banquet (pages 16-18). Dr. Iraj
Ershaghi of USC was chosen for the James E. Ballinger Engineer of the
Year Award. In addition to all his remarkable accomplishments in
Petroleum Engineering, Dr. Ershaghi has been a great friend to the
LASPE. He has always been there to contribute his time and eﬀort to
help make our Section successful. The OCEC made a great selection
in honoring Dr. Ershaghi with this prestigious award.
Scott McGurk was chosen for the Outstanding Engineering Merit
Award. Scott has had a distinguished career as a petroleum engineer
working on projects in just about every oil field in the Los Angeles
Basin. Besides his professional career, Scott has made a significant
contribution to the LASPE including being our Chair in 2006/2007.
Steve Shryock has just completed a 38-year career with Chevron. He
has led the development of huge projects around the world including
being the sub-surface manager for the $54 Billion Gorgon Project oﬀ
the Australian coast. Steve has also been a great asset for both the
LASPE and the USC SPE. He is currently mentoring the USC Petro
Bowl students for their competition. Steve was awarded the
Outstanding Engineering Merit Award for his accomplishments and
contributions.
continues on next page...
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PETROLEUM TECHNOLOGY LUNCHEON, TUESDAY MARCH 13TH
The next Petroleum Technology Luncheon: “Breaking Down Conventional Barriers With Managed Pressure
Drilling” by Patrick Brand, SPE Distinguished Lecturer, Blade Energy Partners.
more on page 3 ...
Location:
Long Beach Petroleum Club
3636 Linden Avenue
Long Beach, CA 90807

Time:
Registration:
11:00 AM
Buﬀet Lunch:
11:30 AM
Presentation: 12:00-1:00 PM

Cost:
$30.00 members (+$1 credit card fee)
$30.00 non-members (+$1 cred card fee)
Students $10 each
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JR Smoyer was awarded the Outstanding Young Engineer Award. JR has
helped Tiger Wireline advance its presence in the Los Angeles Basin. In
addition to his professional work in the energy industry, JR has been an
active Board Member of the LASPE. He is the Chair of our Annual
Charity Golf Tournament and leads our Young Professional events.
Kyler Correia and Ahmed Mohamed from USC each received the
Outstanding Engineering Student Award. Kyler is an outstanding student,
a leader at the USC SPE, and has also been very helpful to us at the LASPE
for our various events. Ahmed is this year’s USC SPE President and has
led the chapter in a wide varied amount of activities. He has been of great
assistance to our SPE section as well.
Our Western Regional Meeting from April 22 to 27 is right around the
corner. Besides the excellent papers, interesting exhibits, and informative
panel discussions, we are oﬀering a great selection of short courses on April
22nd and 23rd. The classes include a “Practical Course on Waterflooding",
"Professional Engineering Examination Over view for Petroleum
Engineering", "Facilities Sand Management for the Upstream Oil and Gas
Industry", "Oil and Gas Pipelines, Facilities, and California Regulatory
Requirements", "Well Abandonment and Well Construction Site Review",
"Reserves Assessment in Matured Assets", "Assessment of Petroleum
Properties", "Industrial IOT’s – Oilfield Automation at Lower Total Cost
of Ownership", "Everyone Can Be a Leader: How to Influence with or
Without Authority", and "Reciprocal Mentoring: Building Connections
That Make a Diﬀerence!". So as you can see there is quite a good selection
from which to choose.
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Minutes of January Board
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connect.spe.org/
LosAngelesBasin/Home
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Sincerely,
Robert Schaaf
SPE LA Basin Section Chair 2017-2018
rschaaf@socal.rr.com
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DATE & TIME

LOCATION

FRIDAY, APRIL 27TH

NAVY GOLF COURSE

CHECK IN: 6:30 AM

5660 ORANGEWOOD AVE

TEE OFF: 8:00 AM

CYPRESS, CA 90630

FOR MORE DETAILS ON TOURNAMENT PACKAGES AND SPONSORSHIP, PLEASE VISIT OR CLICK THE LINK BELOW:

WWW.LASPEGOLF.COM
QUESTIONS? PLEASE CONTACT
JR SMOYER JR@LASPEGOLF.COM
& RYAN KWONG RYAN@LASPEGOLF.COM
Proceeds from this event will benefit the LASPE Scholarship Fund

Registration is now open for the annual LA SPE Golf tournament. This long standing
golf tournament continues to provide scholarships to students studying locally and are
interested in working in the oil and gas industry. We are expecting this tournament to sell out
fast due to the SPE Western Regional being in Anaheim so sign up now to hold your spot.

To Register Online -

CLICK HERE

We look forward to seeing you on the golf course on April 27th, 2018 !
If you have any questions please contact Ryan at RYAN@laspegolf.com
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FORUM FROM PAGE 1 . . .

PETROLEUM TECHNOLOGY LUNCHEON
TUESDAY MARCH

13

The Forum accepts credit cards
Location:
Long Beach Petroleum Club
3636 Linden Avenue
Long Beach, CA 90807

Time:
Registration:
11:00 AM
Buﬀet Lunch:
11:30 AM
Presentation: 12:00-1:00 PM

Cost:
$30.00 members (+$1 credit card fee)
$30.00 non-members (+$1 cred card fee)
Students $10 each

Breaking Down Conventional Barriers
With Managed Pressure Drilling
Patrick Brand, SPE Distinguished Lecturer
Blade Energy Partners
Abstract
Managed Pressure Drilling (MPD) was introduced in 2000 as an adative drilling technology for pricely
controlling the pressure profile in the wellbore. Utilizing applied surface pressure, MPD provides an
addition degree of freedom in the design and drilling of wells. MPD has been utilized successfully in
drilling projects to mitigate or eliminate problems associated with conventional drilling operations.
MPD has been used for early kick detection, driling through narrow pore pressure/fracture pressure
windows, reduction of the probability of lost returns, identifying and eliminating issues of wellbore
breathing (ballooning), and pore pressure/fracture gradient mapping. An area that has great potential,
but has gainned little attention, is the ability to utilize MPD for dynamic influx control. MPD changes
the primary barrier envelope to well control, allowing small influxes to be managed through the MPD
system. This lecture describes the current state of dynamic influx control and its limitations. It shows
how conventional well control practices actually increase the probability of secondary well control
problems, and thus risk. The basis for and practical applications of dynamic influx control are
presented. Conditions under which dynamic influx control is practicable, and when conventional well
control should be invoked, are discussed. Adoption of Dynamic Influx Control eliminates many
problems associated with the current conventional methods of well control, allowing the control of the
well to be regained safer, quicker and with less risk of secondary problems, including underground
blowouts, stuck pipe, lost returns and secondary kicks.
Biography
Patrick Brand is a founding partner of Blade Energy Partners and former Drilling
Technology Advisor for Mobil. In his 36 years in upstream oil and gas, Patrick has
made numerous innovative and fundamental contributions to MPD, including the
development of Dynamic influx control, dynamic pore pressure and fracture
pressure determination. Patrick is a former Chairman of the IADC UBO and
MPD Committee and the SPE Re-Write committee for UBD. Patrick has over
20 archival publications on various technical subjects. Patrick is a registered
professional engineer for the State of Texas. Education credits include a BS degree
in Civil Engineering from Texas A&M University.
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PHOTOS OF THE
PETROLEUM TECHNOLOGY LUNCHEON
FEBRUARY

13

Taxation of Mineral Rights and Reserves
Brad DeWitt, Director of Taxes
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EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES FOR MAXIMIZING RECOVERIES
The SPE Western Regional Meeting 2018 (WRM 2018) Conference Committee has been very
diligent in their preparations for this meeting:
Conference Co-Chairpersons
Ted Frankiewicz & Baldev Gill
Technical Program Chairpersons
Steve Shryock & Med Kamal
Registration Chairperson
Francois Florence
Conference Treasurer
Rick Finken
Exhibits & Sponsorship Chairpersons
Bill Sanz & Vanessa Perez
Short Course Committee
Steve Cheung, Rick Finken, A B Gorashi
Tours & Outreach
Scott Hara
Website & Communications Chairperson
Larry Gilpin
Student Paper Competition
Prof. Jalal Torabzadeh, CSULB

Golf Committee Chairpersons

J R Smoyer & Ryan Kwong

Steve & Med along with their committee of 26 volunteers reviewed over 400 abstracts and
invited 90 authors to make presentations at the meeting.
Baldev Gill is organizing the Panel Discussions. The Oil Industry panelists will include
Michael Duginski - Sentinel Peak Resources, Steve Layton - E&B Natural Resources,
David L. Slater - Signal Hill Petroleum Inc., and Todd Alan Stevens - CRC
Francois has done a yeoman’s job of getting the conference registration up and running.
Bill & Vanessa have already signed up companies to fill 26 of the 36 exhibitor booths we will
have at the meeting. They have also received commitments from 3 Corporate sponsors –
but we need 7 – 10 additional Sponsors – can you help with this?
Steve C. and his committee have put forth a list of 10 short courses to be presented in
conjunction with WRM 2018. 2 2-day course, 3 1-day courses, 5 ½-day courses. Some
of these courses are “Sponsored’ and their costs are very very reasonable.
Despite all this progress, there is much work yet to be done, so contact
tfrankiewicz@specservices.com or Baldev.Gill@longbeach.gov to find out how you can help
us complete the planning and preparations for what should be a really good conference.
Here is the direct link to the Conference Web Site.
CLICK HERE TO GET PROGRAM DETAILS AND TO REGISTER
SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE AND WELCOME - CLICK HERE
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SPE Western Regional Meeting - Short Courses
Knowledge for Successful Careers

The following short courses will be offered in conjunction with the SPE WRM2018 that will take place at the Hyatt
Regency hotel, Garden Grove, Orange County, CA. These training classes will be held on Sunday and Monday
(April 22 and 23), while the Regional Meeting will start on Tuesday (April 24). You do not have to register for the
Regional Meeting to attend these classes, but we encourage you to do so. (Note: DL = SPE Distinguished
Lecturer. You will earn CEU, continuing Education credit, for all technical classes).
- PLEASE SIGN UP PRIOR TO MARCH 19 TWO DAY CLASSES ($750 for all, and $380 for students) (Sunday and Monday)
“Practical Course on Waterflooding” by Ganesh Thakur and Ted Frankiewicz (DL)
“Professional Registration Examination Overview For Petroleum Engineering” by Gary Bing Wines, PE
(DL) $400 voucher credit for people who register for the five-day Winrock PE Review Course that will be offered
in New Orleans, Oklahoma City, Houston, Dallas, Pittsburgh, Anchorage, Denver, Los Angeles/Bakersfield, and
Midland in 2018.
ONE DAY CLASSES
“Facilities Sand Management for the Upstream Oil & Gas Industry” by Hank Rawlins (DL) (Sunday)
• Registration: $500 for all. and $250 for students
“Oil And Gas Pipeline, Facilities, and California Regulatory Requirements” by DOGGR staff:
Mark Steinhilber, Mike Edwards, Kathleen Andrews, Michael O’Neill, and Robert Schaaf (Monday)
• Registration: $250 for all and $100 for students (Sponsored by DOGGR)
HALF DAY TECHNICAL CLASSES ($200 for all, and $100 for students) (Monday)
“Well Abandonment and Well Construction Site Review” by Brad Pierce (Monday a.m.)
“Reserves Assessment in Mature Assets” by Shah Kabir (DL) (Monday a.m.)
“Assessment of Petroleum Properties” by Russel Bertholf (Monday p.m.)
“Industrial IOT- Automation of Oilfields” by: Dr. Don Paul (USC) and Louis Desroches (Intel) (Monday p.m.)
Registration: $100 for all and $50 for students (Sponsored by USC and Intel)
HALF DAY BUSINESS MANAGEMENT AND LEADERSHIP CLASSES ($50 ) sponsored by Steve Cheung
”Everyone Can Be A Leader: How To Influence With or Without Authority” by Lori Dalrymple (DL) (Sunday a.m.)
‘Reciprocal Mentoring: Building Connections That Make a Difference” by Lori Dalrymple (DL) (Sunday p.m.)
For details and registration:
http://connect.spe.org/losangelesbasin/western-regional-meeting-2018
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OUTREACH - MESA DAYS NEEDS VOLUNTEERS

2018 LASPE
PLEASE JOIN our Community Outreach Program
MESA Days start this month, and WE’D APPRECIATE YOUR
HELP to encourage disadvantaged students to become
engineers. We are partnering with the California Mathematics,
Engineering, Science Achievement (MESA) Program at their MESA
Day Competitions for over 1,400 High School and Middle School
students.
WE NEED VOLUNTEERS to have a fun day judging student
projects and competitions, and leading and demonstrating science
and math-based games and experiments. The March 17 MESA
Day will be our SPE Western Regional Meeting Outreach event for
high school students and teachers. We will be working in
collaboration with the CSULB School of Engineering to give
presentations and lab tours about engineering and our industry.
Come to one or all four MESA Days. We meet at 8am and your
duties will end about 1pm. Continental breakfast and lunch are
included.
March 3 Middle School, CSU Long Beach School of Engineering
March 17 High School, CSU Long Beach School of Engineering
Top Three Students in each event go to Regional MESA Days
Competitions against MESA Centers at USC, UCLA and
CSULA
April 14 Regional Middle School, CSULB School of Engineering
April 21 Regional High School, UCLA School of Engineering
If you are interested in participating in any of the MESA Days,
please contact Scott Hara at scotthara@yahoo.com, or 626-4826757 cell.
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OUTREACH! - SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING
FAIRS NEED VOLUNTEERS!
Here are the judging dates and times for the 2018 Orange and Los Angeles County
Science and Engineering Fairs:
• Tuesday, March 13-Orange County Science Fair - 2
p.m., Orange County Fairgrounds
• Friday, March 23- Los Angeles County Science Fair 8 p.m., Pasadena Convention Center
We are seeking volunteers to participate in the judging process in one or two of the
annual science and engineering fairs. We will be reviewing and judging student participant’s
sciences projects, for the junior and senior levels, in categories related to energy, fluid and gas
production and handling, or other technologies or science related to the petroleum industry.
LASPE will provide a monetary award and certificate for the winners.
For the Long Beach Unified School District (LBUSD) science fair, LASPE will become a
Patron sponsor and donate a check. This year, the LBUSD science fair will be held on
Saturday, May 19, 9 a.m-12 p.m. For participation in the LBUSD science fair, please see
separate flyer, attached.
For more information and if you would like to participate in one of the events, you may
contact Vanessa Perez at perezv28@gmail.com
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OUTREACH! - SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING
FAIRS NEED VOLUNTEERS!
CURRICULUM, INSTRUCTION & PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Science Curriculum Office
Teacher Resource Center, Room 7
1299 E. 32nd Street, Signal Hill, CA 90755
FAX: (562) 426-8448
(562) 997-8000 Ext. 2963

23rd ANNUAL LBUSD SCIENCE & ENGINEERING FAIR
Saturday, MAY 19, 2018
at Cabrillo High School
Serving Long Beach, Lakewood, and Signal Hill

We would like to invite you to be a part of this year’s LBUSD annual district-wide Science &
Engineering Fair! This is one of the many ways the Long Beach Unified School District is
committed to involving the community in our students’ education. The fair is entirely communitybased, and uses no public tax funds. We rely on the participation of more than 470 volunteers on
fair day. We hope you will join us at the THIRD LARGEST Science & Engineering Fair among
public school districts in the USA!
You are invited to participate as a Science & Engineering Fair Reviewer. Reviewers will meet the
morning of the fair, May 19, 2018, for an orientation meeting and continental breakfast at 8:45 a.m.
The review of student projects will take place from 9:45 a.m. to 12:00 noon.
More than 1,100 of our most on-fire, excited young science & engineering students from
Kindergarten through Grade 12 will have their science & engineering projects on display.
Representing a great deal of effort, and selected as the very best at their school sites, they will
present their work at this culminating event!
What makes the district-wide Science & Engineering Fair so meaningful for the students is the
reviewing process. Rather than being competitive in nature, the reviewing process is designed to
be a learning experience for the students by providing them with feedback and asking them
specific questions about their project development. This simple validation and encouragement
from a respected adult in the community provides a boost to these kids that will last for years.
I hope you will be able to volunteer three hours of your valuable time for this very worthwhile event!
Please commit to join the excitement by filling out the Reviewer Volunteer Form. If we can have
your response as soon as possible, we will make sure you receive timely information, including a
map and a parking pass.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me. Thank you for helping bring science
to life for our community’s kids!
Professionally yours,
Eric D. Brundin
Science Curriculum Leader

Publication authorized:
Pamela Seki, Assistant Superintendent
Curriculum, Instruction & Professional Development

PAGE 10

MARCH 1, 2018 LASPE NEWSLETTER

OUTREACH! - SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING
FAIRS NEED VOLUNTEERS!
CURRICULUM, INSTRUCTION & PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Science Curriculum Office
Teacher Resource Center, Room 7
1299 E. 32nd Street, Signal Hill, CA 90755
FAX: (562) 426-8448
(562) 997-8000 Ext. 2963

Please return your completed form ASAP
by mailing to the address listed above or
faxing to 562/426-8448
or email dquon@lbschools.net

REVIEWER VOLUNTEER FORM

SCIENCE & ENGINEERING FAIR 2018

23rd ANNUAL LONG BEACH UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT SCIENCE FAIR
Please “X” below where appropriate.

YES. I would like to participate as a reviewer for the Long Beach Unified School District Science
Fair on Saturday, MAY 19, 2018. Reviewer commitment is 8:45 a.m.--12:00 noon
I am a returning Reviewer from last year or a previous year’s Science Fair.
Approximately how many years have you reviewed for us?
I am a first-time Science Fair Reviewer.
No, I am NOT able to participate as a reviewer this year.
Keep me on the list and contact next year.

years

Please print.

Name:
Title:

Employer, School or Office:

Preferred Mailing Address:
City:

Zip Code:

Email :

Best Phone #:
Fax # (optional):

Languages spoken (other than English):
Category Preference:

No Preference

Elementary (Gr. K-5)

Secondary (Gr. 6-12)

Do you know any colleagues who might like to be Reviewers? If so, please forward this letter & form to them, or list
their name and email address or phone number below so we can get an invitation letter & form to them. Thank you!

If you would like us to acknowledge your participation to your supervisor, please complete all sections below:

Supervisor‘s Name:
Supervisor’s Title:
Company (or School):
Address:
City, State & Zip Code:
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LASPE STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
APPLY NOW!
Dear fellow LASPE members and applicants,
It is the board of director’s pleasure to announce the 2018-2019 scholarship
program. The program aims to attract engineering students that are interested in a
career in the Petroleum Industry. Our goal is to promote local interest in up and
coming talent who will be the future of our industry. We want to encourage students
to pursue science and engineering curriculums and to increase their awareness of
future career opportunities. The LASPE awards scholarships to local university
graduates, undergraduate students and local high school students.
We want to thank the all of the companies, members and contributors who
participate in our events, workshops and activities. These activities and the funds
generated are the lifeblood of our program that enables us to award scholarships to
deserving students for years. Please pass along the scholarship announcement
and application to a promising candidate if you know one. The LASPE scholarship
committee will also reach out and spread the word to local universities.
For more information, contact:
LASPEscholarship@gmail.com or
Brian.tran@element.com
Awards available:
• High School Scholarships of $500 or more
•

Undergraduate Scholarships of $1,000 each or more; USC, UCLA, UCI
and Cal State Long Beach.

•

Masters Students Scholarships of $1,000 each or more, of which Bruce
Davis Scholarship will be for the USC award, and others for top Masters
Students at UCLA, UCI and CSLUB based on GPA and extracurricular
activities. Contingent upon applicant pool.

•

Graduate Student Awards for Excellence of $1,500 each for the most
outstanding contribution to the Oil & Gas industry. Can be project, paper,
thesis, etc.

Continues nexts page….
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LASPE STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS - CONTINUES
•

Candidates who are relatives of SPE Members from outside local schools
will be considered as long as they pursue a technical degree path towards
the petroleum industry.

The Scholarship committee will accept applications through August 31st. The awards
will be presented to students at a special meeting in September or October.
Scoring Criteria and considerations:
Merit Based scholarship
High School, Undergraduate & Graduate Scholarships
PhD candidates only eligible for Awards of Excellence.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

GPA of 3.3 or higher
Complete scholarship application
Must be pursuing technical degree field
Maintain full time academic load/full time student status for upcoming terms
Active member of SPE (Student Chapter or L.A. Basin Section)
Research Project, Paper or Thesis – Synopsis/abstract attachment. 300 words
max
Internships served – When, Where & Duties
Consideration for activity serving the industry and supporting SPEI section/
chapter
o Section participation
o Industry event participation
o Volunteerism at events
o Attendance of workshops/meetings
o Young Professionals
Personal statement of interest in pursuing career in oil & gas industry – 100
words or less

This announcement and the scholarship application can be found online:
http://laspe.org/scholarship/scholarship.html
Hard copy form on next page to scan and submit if preferable…
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LASPE STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS - CONTINUES
2018-2019 LASPE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
APPLICANT INFORMATION
Name:

Date of Birth:

Email:

Phone:

Current Address:
City:

State:

ZIP Code:
ACADEMIC INFORMATION

Current University:
Current Degree Major(s) Pursued:
Most Recent Degree Major(s) Completed:

Cumulative GPA: (

/

) scale

Cumulative GPA: (

/

) scale

Expected Graduation Date:

Full Time Student for Upcoming Year (Y/N):

Active Member of SPE/ Student Chapter (Y/N):

Received SPE Scholarship Award in the Past (Y/N):
INTERNSHIP(S) SERVED (IF ANY)

Company:

Dates:

Duties:

STUDENT PAPER, PROJECT, PRESENTATION OR THESIS
For 2017/2018 Year (Y/N):

If yes, which of the above?

Will it be presented or published? (Y/N):

If yes, when and where?

Attach a typed synopsis or abstract to this application. 300 words max.
SCHOOL-INDUSTRY PARTICIPATION
State your involvement & support in school or industry activities: (events, meetings, competitions, volunteerism, workshops, clubs, etc.)
Be specific about your involvement with an SPE Student Chapter and the LA Basin SPE Section. Extra pages can be attached if necessary

PERSONAL STATEMENT
State your interest in and plans for pursuing a career in the oil & gas industry – 100 words or less: Attach an extra page if necessary

Submit all applications with attachments to: LASPEscholarship@gmail.com
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INSPIRE

THE NEXT
GENERATION OF
SCIENTISTS &
INNOVATORS
Become a middle or high school teacher
Join a Fellowship of more than 750 EnCorps
Fellows across California making a profound
impact by passing on their knowledge in science,
technology, engineering and math to inspire the
next generation. The EnCorps STEM Teaching
Fellowship is a rigorous on-ramp and exploration
of a teaching career - offering you the field
experience, knowledge and connections to ensure
you thrive. No experience required, just a desire to
share your talent and passion with students.
Now accepting applications for our 2018 Cohort.
Application deadline: April 13, 2018

Apply at www.encorps.org/apply

www.encorps.org
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SPE members win BIG at OCEC
Honors and Award Banquet
The 2018 OCEC Honors & Awards Banquet took place on February 17 at the DoubleTree Suites in
Santa Ana. Approximately 150 guests from over 30 organizations attended the event. The Keynote
Speaker was Mr. Sabri Sansoy, CEO & Roboticist of Orchanic. He spoke on Artificial Intelligence
and Robotics.
Among the awards recipients were several SPE
Members who were recognized for their technical
and volunteer ser vice contributions to the
engineering profession.
Professor Iraj Ershaghi won the Engineer of the
Year Award, the highest individual recognition.
He is the Omar B. Milligan Professor and
Director of the Petroleum Engineering Program
at USC. He is a member of the National Academy
of Engineering, a SPEI Honorary Member and a
Legion of Honor member of SPE.

Mr. Steve Shryock, a retiree from Chevron,
received the Outstanding Engineering
Merit award. He is the co-chair of the
technical program of the upcoming SPE
Western Regional Meeting, and a mentor
for the USC SPE Petrobowl Team.
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OCEC Honors and Award Banquet
Continues

S c o t t W. Mc Gu r k , S e n i o r O i l a n d G a s
Engineering Supervisor of California Division of
Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources, won the
Outstanding Engineering Merit Award.

Mr. JR Smoyer, Operations Manager of Tiger
Wireline, won the Outstanding Young Engineer
Award. He is a member of the LASPE Board of
Directors, Chair of YP Committee, and Chair
of SPE Western Regional Annual Charity Golf
Tournament.

Mr. Ahmed Mohamed, USC SPE Student
Chapter President, received the Outstanding
Engineering Student Award.
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OCEC Honors and Award Banquet
Continues

Mr. Kyler Correia, USC SPE Student Chapter Vice President, received his Outstanding Engineering
Student Award.
Congratulations to award winners and much appreciation to the University of Southern California
for their generous Platinum sponsorships of the event.
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SPE STUDENT CHAPTER REPORTS
CSULB Student Chapter News
CSULB Student Chapter News
As part of the activities during “Week of Welcome” at
California State University, Long Beach, the CSULB SPE
student chapter participated in the activities arranged by the
Associated Engineering Student Body on campus. During
this event, SPE chapter has a booth and had many visitors.
We are also participating in “Evening with Industry”, hosted
by CSULB Society of Women Engineers (SWE) on March 2
of 2018.
After our general body meeting in early March, we plan to
have a tour of THUMS Island in late March where CSULB
students can see the Wilmington oil field in Long Beach. We
also plan to host a MATLAB Training Session in early April
where students can improve their MATLAB skills.

Congratulations to our new vice president for
spring 2018, Niloufar Kiani! Niloufar is a
mechanical engineering graduate student here
at CSULB. Her master’s thesis is on Nozzle
Flow and Geometry Optimization for sealant
materials, which is used in the aerospace
industry. Aside from her thesis, she has been
involved in other research projects, like
Computational Fluid Dynamics, Thermal
Fluids, and Design and Manufacturing. She is
also an active member of SWE, ASME, and
Phi Kappa Phi honor society.

Vice President Niloufar Kiani and President Alexander Walter
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SPE STUDENT CHAPTER REPORTS CONTINUED
Two of our members were recognized and received the Outstanding Engineering Student Award from
the Orange County Engineering Council (OCEC) at its award banquet on Saturday February 17. Both
Niloufar Kiani and Jennifer Vinh (BS chemical engineering student) received the award.

We are excited about the Mathematics, Engineering, Science Achievement (MESA) program here at
CSULB. MESA serves to promote science and technology to educationally disadvantaged students in
the LA area and helps them to perform at their best in STEM related majors. “MESA Day” will be a
series of events held here on campus on the coming days March 3rd, March 17th, and April 14th. These
events bring middle school and high school students to CSULB to participate in games and activities
for introducing them to STEM. CSULB SPE members will be heavily involved in judging the student
competitions as well as participating in the panel sessions and other presentations.
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SPE STUDENT CHAPTER REPORTS CONTINUED
USC Student Chapter News

Lorenzo BBQ Party:
With the aim of welcoming all new students to
their new life at USC, USC SPE hosted a
relaxing and informal BBQ Party on Monday,
January 29, held at the rooftop deck of Lorenzo
Apartments. This free event provided an
opportunity for new and old students to mingle,
get to know one other, and make new friends.

“How to Nail the Viterbi Engineering
Career Fair” Workshop:
With the Viterbi Career Fair around the corner,
USC SPE hosted “How to Nail the Viterbi
Engineering Career Fair” Workshop on Tuesday, January 30, in conjunction with the American Institute
of Chemical Engineers (AIChE). Students brought their resume to be reviewed, learned the best way to
nail their elevator pitch, refine their resume, and kill those interviews. Alumni who have worked at
NASA, Northrop Grumman, SoCal Gas, and Medtronic were also there to help the students land their
dream job, for example, Mr. Sirajuddin who works as a Chemical and Petroleum Engineer for Gas Land,
Inc. located in Newport Beach, and who was also a previous active USC SPE member during his time as a
Master’s student at USC, was part of the alumni panel for this event. Students with internships at HP,
Chevron, BP, and Microsoft were also there to provide the best way to get a summer internship.
Accordingly, the students’ panel were lucky to have our USC SPE Vice President, Kyler Correia, a fellow
Sophomore majoring in Chemical Engineering with an emphasis on Petroleum Engineering, who had an
internship with BP last summer, and already has another internship lined-up with Chevron this coming
summer, as the head of the students’ panel.
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PetroBowl USC Campus Qualifier:
On Friday, February 2, the PetroBowl Training Session #9 was held. This training session was very
special this time, as the final team going to represent USC in the North America Regional Qualifiers, to
be held at Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge, LA, was decided. Saro Meguerdijian, Minh
Tran, Ramin Aliyev, Jungang Chen, and Ahmed Mohamed, were all selected for the final USC
PetroBowl Team. Selections were based on rules and guidelines created by our Secretary, PetroBowl
Coordinator, and also PetroBowl Team Captain, Minh Tran. The rules and guidelines, were as following:
• All questions will be toss-up.
• Judge: Prof. Ershaghi. The judge role is to help with the quality of the answer and also assist
the moderator in refining the questions.
• Moderator: Kyler Correia
• Score keeper: Magdalene Ante
• The format would be 2 rounds:
o Round 1: Start with 6 people. 30 continuous minutes of toss-up questions. Pick 2
participants with highest points to the final team (Saro Meguerdijian and Minh Tran).
o Round 2: Start with 4 people. 30 continuous minutes of toss-up questions. Pick 2 people
with highest points to the final team (Jungang Chen and Ramin Aliyev). The person with
the 3rd highest points of this round will be the substitute player (Ahmed Mohamed)
o After 2 rounds: The team of 4 players and 1 substitute is formed.
o Scoring guideline:
♣ Answer a question right completely and fully, get 2 full points.
♣ Answer it right partially, get fraction of points depending on the percentage of
questions answered right. One and only one more member can answer to get the
remaining fraction if answer it right fully.
♣ Answer it wrong, you get deducted 1 point.
♣ For each toss up question, if the first person answers it wrong, the right to
answering is
passed to the
next person
until either
ever yone
attempted the
question, or no
one responded
in 5 seconds.
At the end, we would like to extend
our thanks to all dedicated PetroBowl
participants for their commitment,
whether they made it to the final team
or not. We would also like to thank
Prof. Ershaghi for all the guidance and
advice, Mr. Steve Shryock for being a
great coach and mentor, all other
students who contributed even with
the simplest things, and special thanks to LASPE, Chevron, and Dr. Steve Cheung for all the moral and
financial support.
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El Segundo Beach 1st Cleanup:
On Saturday, Febr uar y 3, USC SPE and Mork Famil y Department Graduate Student
Association (MFDGSA) joined forces cleaning El Segundo Beach, as part of Heal-the-Bay program.
Many students never thought environmental volunteering would have been so much fun, until they
actually did it in El Segundo. To whom it may concern, we hope USC SPE will be just the beginning for
you to make your voice heard in the crucial battles to protect our oceans and wildlife, and maybe start
contributing to the Los Angeles area, the place we all love the most, become even better. Our dedication
to save the environment should be nothing but a model to be followed by other universities and
chapters across the state, country, continent, and globe.

General Body Meeting #7:
It was very great welcoming Dr. Steve Cheung back to his home university, USC, as he joined us for our
General Body Meeting #7, on Monday, February 5. It was a really a great GBM, not just at the
educational and technical level, but also the
fun side was there due to Dr. Cheung's very
engaging sense of humor. He is such an
amazing person, and a fantastic lecturer
indeed. Dr. Cheung went through how to
deploy cost-eﬀective methods that can
improve the viability, efficiency and
recovery of mature waterfloods, the “Good
Water/Bad Water” concept, main water
production problems, and several
mechanical and chemical methods that can
improve waterfloods.
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PetroBowl Training Session #10:
As per advice given by Prof. Ershaghi, the PetroBowl team started practicing for the North America
Regional Qualifier by studying the comprehensive “5000 Oilfield Terms: A Glossary of Petroleum
Engineering Terms, Abbreviations, and Acronyms” authored by George E. King. Ahmed Mohamed,
USC SPE Chapter President and PetroBowl Contestant, prepared a comprehensive non-technical study
guide for the PetroBowl team that includes information and questions about history and facts about
SPE, OPEC history, common interesting facts about oil and gas in pop culture, etc. These kinds of
reading sources and materials will build also solid grounds for USC future generations of PetroBowl
teams to build on. Hence, the team met again for one last time on Friday, February 9, before flying to
Baton Rouge, LA, in order to practice, with the buzzer system, questions from what they recently
studied.
SPE Soccer Social Night:
In an effort to promote student involvement with peers from other departments considering that
Soccer is the most popular and universally loved sport, especially among international students, USC
SPE organized a Soccer Social Night, on Sunday, February 11. That was a great chance for everyone to
have fun and enjoy a little time off without stressing about academics and upcoming midterms. The
event was followed by a social gathering with the hopes of establishing a network between SPE and
other student organizations around campus.
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CRC Info Session:
On Monday, February 12, California Resources
Corporation (CRC) hosted an information session,
in partnership with USC SPE. The event gave our
members the chance to network with company
representatives and scope out company benefits and
current opportunities, as CRC have internship
opportunities available this summer. During this
session, Katherine Layus, CRC HR Advisor &
University Relations Lead, presented an overview of
the organization, culture, and hiring process. The
event was a huge success, and the attendance turnout
was great.
MATLAB Training and Competition:
USC Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE), in conjunction with USC SPE, hosted a
MATLAB Training and Competition on Monday, February 12. Students who are new to MATLAB, or
just wanted to brush up their MATLAB skills, joined us for a MATLAB Onramp Party.
Re p r e s e n t a t i v e s f r o m Ma t h Wo r k s w e n t t h r o u g h t h e h a n d s - o n 2 - h o u r o n l i n e ,
interactive MATLAB Onramp training, followed by a short competition with winners getting
simple prizes.

“Interviewing Strategies and Techniques” Workshop:
The USC Viterbi Career Services Office accepted our
request to organize a “Interviewing Strategies and
Techniques” Workshop on Tuesday, February 13. The
workshop was a great opportunity for our chapter
members to discover tips on how to prepare for both
technical and behavioral interviews. The workshop
also touched on how to identify your own interviewer
personality dynamics and make them work to your
advantage, and how to improve your ability to ask the
right questions with hands-on practice and exercises.
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Black Gold Pump & Supply Inc. Field Trip:
On Wednesday, February 14, USC SPE rented a
bus to take 20 students for a field trip to the
yard/shop of Black Gold Pump & Supply Inc. in
Signal Hill, CA. The tour was a great
opportunity to enhance your knowledge by
getting exposure to various types of pumps and
their auxiliaries used in the industry. The most
exciting part was at the end, when the staﬀ took
us to see a real well and a sucker rod, right next
to the yard, and gave us a detailed explanation of
how artificial lift and diﬀerent other methods are
applied.

WSPA General Membership Meeting:
On Thursday, February 15, our chapter leaders
attended the Western States Petroleum Association
(WSPA) Membership Meeting. Aside of networking
and seeking new limits and horizons that our SPE
chapter can reach, the event was a great opportunity
for our chapter leaders to learn about WSPA’s
mission and dedication to ensure that Americans
continue to have reliable access to petroleum and
petroleum products through policies that are
social l y, economical l y and environmental l y
responsible, disseminate accurate information on
industr y issues, and provide a forum for the
exchange of ideas on petroleum matters.
NALCO Info Session:
The USC SPE chapter held a partnership with
USC's AIChE and National Society of Black
Engineers (NSBE) to host an info session with
NALCO Champion on Thursday, February 15. The
info session was led by a recruiter and a senior
engineer with the company. The session focused on
careers with NALCO and the opportunities that
they were recruiting for. The students really
enjoyed the session as well as the networking and
resume distribution that followed!
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General Body Meeting #8:
On Thursday, February 15, our chapter members were excited that Mr. Chijioke Ejimuda joined us for
our General Body Meeting #8, to speak at the home of smart oilfield technologies. Mr. Ejimuda shared
his knowledge on IIoT production grade design considerations, security, economics, edge (fog)
computation, and artificial intelligence solutions with respect to exploration, drilling, production and
facility engineering practices without sacrificing safety and environment.
Mr. Ejimuda is a hybrid engineer, second generation oil and gas professional with rich domain expertise
in reservoir and production engineering for both onshore and oﬀshore assets. He worked for
ExxonMobil, Aera Energy, and a world class Scottish engineering management consulting firm.
Presently, He is a principal scientist and engineer at Hybrid Data Solutions, where they leverage the
capabilities of AI, Big Data, and IIoT to solve complex real-world problems with excitement.

Bethune Middle School’s SPE Science Day:
A day well spent as our
members volunteered to take
part in SPE's first educational
outreach event of the semester
on Friday, February 16. They
taught Bethune Middle School
students
about
physical sciences and
petroleum engineering. SPEI
E n e r g y 4 Me
resources,
presentations, interactive
demonstrations, and lunch
were provided for all
volunteers.
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El Segundo Beach 2nd Cleanup:
On Saturday, February 17, USC SPE
collaborated with MFDGSA again to
go clean El Segundo Beach for the 2nd
time in February. This time was even
more exciting as our members found
more plastics to cleanup, a dead bird
that no body touched, a drug syringe
that we called the beach guard to
come clean and get it out of the way,
especially that there lots of kids play
around and these kind of things
should always be regularly checked
and removed for their safety, and most
beautiful things that we found were
many pieces of tar spread all around
the beach. From here, aside of making
a positive impact contributing to the environment and our community, our volunteers came up with two
conclusions. Firstly, do not touch everything you see on the beach, even if it should be cleaned. There
are always specialists or experts who can do this job better and take the right precautions. Secondly,
with the amounts of tar that we found, oil is a natural part and parcel of our environment.
Chapter Members of January:
As USC SPE highlights the accomplishments of one
of its members each month, it is our pleasure to
announce Omar de Gante & Emanuel de
Gante as our Chapter Members for January!
The De Gante brothers helped setting up a table
and representing our chapter during both the
USC Spring and Viterbi Involvement Fairs, attended
all LASPE board meetings this semester
representing USC SPE, attended all our General
Body Meetings, helped the e-board carpooling
whenever big groups are involved, and connected us
with Schlumberger for a field trip in
March. Thanks to Omar and Emanuel for all their eﬀorts moving our chapter forward and being a
great example and representation of our chapter when it comes to dedication and leadership. We hope
to honor those who work the hardest, such like the De Gante brothers, in helping us achieve our goal of
becoming a SPE Outstanding Chapter this year.
Omar de Gante is a Graduate Petroleum Engineering Student at the USC Viterbi School of Engineering.
He holds a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering from Universidad de las Americas. He worked for
Schlumberger as a Wireline Engineer with assignments in USA, India, and Saudi Arabia, onshore and
oﬀshore including deep water projects. He Successfully introduced new technologies in diﬀerent
Geomarkets in a safe and eﬃcient manner for the oil and gas industry. He enjoys traveling and
experiencing diﬀerent cultures as well as playing sports, such as water polo.
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Emanuel de Gante is a Petroleum Engineer Master’s Student at USC. He holds a B.S. in Mechanical
Engineering with a minor in Electrical Engineering from the Tecnologico de Monterrey Campus
Monterrey in Mexico. While working for Baker Hughes, he completed the LEAD Field Engineer
Development Program and gained experience in land and Oﬀshore environments in conventional and
smart completions performing several field and management assignments. He successfully introduced a
company software in the Mexico and Central America Geomarket for Fiber Optics, flowmeters,
permanent Downhole Pressure and Temperature quartz gauges for reservoir monitoring applications.
He successfully installed the first Ultra HP-HT Monitoring System in Mexico in the Tsimin Xux
Oﬀshore field and was a guest speaker in the Technical Council of the Burgos Basin to talk about the
benefits of permanent downhole pressure and temperature monitoring in well testing applications. Since
High school, he has been volunteering as a tutor for several educational programs covering several
subjects such as math, literature and history. He Enjoys reading, spending time with friends, and loves
sports, such as soccer, water polo, and golf.

2018 SPE North America Student Symposium
(NASS):
Our Chapter sponsored 14 students to attend at the
North America Student Symposium in Baton
Rouge, LA. Louisiana State University (LSU) are the
first university to ever host the annual Symposium
on February 21-24 at Patrick F. Taylor Hall (PFT).
The conference is organized by SPE students across
North America and is a great opportunity for
networking with industry professionals, learning
more about the petroleum workforce environment,
and meeting students from other universities.
Exactly 400 students from 62 schools attended the
four-day event.
The symposium kicked oﬀ with the PetroBowl on Wednesday, February 21 in PFT Hall. The top five
teams from 24 participating schools qualified to attend the International PetroBowl Competition taking
place at the Annual Technical Conference & Exhibition (ATCE) in Dallas in September. USC, gladly
enough, took part in the competition, but unfortunately could not make through the group stage.
Details will be further discussed in the next section.
On Thursday, February 22, NASS participants had the opportunity to take field trips to various oil and
gas companies, such as Baker Hughes, Core Laboratories, Shell Robot Training Center, and Workstrings
International. Schlumberger were also on campus to visit with NASS participants that day as well.
The symposium itself took place February 23-24, with nearly 30 leaders and experts in the oil and gas
industry scheduled to speak. The opening session began on Friday, February 23, as LSU President
greeted the students, followed by a word from Sen. Sharon Hewitt. An industry panel discussion took
place after, led by SPE Rocky Mountain Regional Director, Erin McEvers, alongside four top
professionals in the oil and gas industry. The day concluded with the NASS Career Fair. All remaining
speakers were scheduled throughout the last two days of the symposium, including 2017 SPE President
Janeen Judah, who spoke on Saturday, February 24.
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PetroBowl North America Regional Qualifier:
The USC SPE PetroBowl Team was placed in Pool C that has a total of 5 teams, competing with other 4
schools. The rules were clear that the top two teams from each pool (total of 4) will advance to the
Quarter Finals (tournament-style bracket). The top teams were decided based on record, and not on
score. Judges would refer to scores as a tie breaker in case there are two teams or more with the same
record.
The 1 st game was USC vs. The Pennsylvania State
University (PSU). It was a very close call, and a fraction of
a second made the diﬀerence at the end, as one member
of their team, and two of ours buzzed in at the same time,
but he was slightly faster. He answered the question right,
and therefore granted the first win for PSU. The 2nd game
was USC vs. Missouri University of Science and
Technology (MUST). For this game, it was pretty obvious
that MUST had the best and the most experienced team
in this pool. Our team tried hard, but yet that was a very
well-deserved win for MUST, even though we tried our
best to make a comeback. The 3rd game was USC vs.
University of Calgary (UC). The 4th and last game was
USC vs. University of Texas at the Permian Basin (UTPB).
For both games, USC gladly clinched two wins without a
fight, scoring 60+ points against both teams, while both
opponent teams did not even exceed 5 points in total.
Unfortunately, we finished in 3rd place in a pool of teams,
and therefore did not advance to the next stage. Yet, we
are all proud of our PetroBowl team’s achievement since it
is our first time ever to participate in the prestigious competition. All in all, it was a great learning
experience and our chapter members gained a valuable learning experience to build on the knowledge
they already have, in order to create a more competitive winning-caliber team for next year. It was
noticed that most of the questions are focused on abbreviations, drilling, and information from SPE
JPT most recent journals, for future considerations. The story did not end here, and we are all very
looking forward and confident that one day USC will add the 1st PetroBowl Championship to our
chapter’s history books.
ExxonMobil’s Baton Rouge Refinery
Tour:
A select group of USC students, who
couldn’t have a spot on one of NASS field
trips, was rewarded with the opportunity to
attend a private tour of Exxon's Baton
Rouge refinery on Friday, February 23. The
refinery is the 12th largest refinery in the
world in terms of production volume and
has a chemical plant on site as well. The
tour lasted for just over two hours and the
students were able to see several units such
as the coker, distillation column, and fluid
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catalytic cracker. They also saw the port on the Mississippi River where the Refinery receives crude
from barges and spent time evaluating the Refinery's health and safety procedures. Lastly, the students
toured the state of the art refinery operations control room. Special thanks to the tour guide, Megan
Manchester!
Discover Engineering Day
(DED):
On Friday, February 23, the USC SPE
chapter partnered with several other
student organizations at USC to put
on a Discover Engineering Day for
high school students. The
organizational partners included the
Society of Hispanic Professional
Engineers (SHPE), AIChE,
Ro b o G a l s , a n d U S C 's p r e m i e r
Engineer Fraternity - Theta Tau.
The conference began by organizing 5
school busses to transport 200 local
high school students to the USC campus. The students rotated between 3 sessions over their morning.
The first session was a college preparation workshop that focused on helping students understand what
college is and determine how they can do to prepare for it. The next session was a presentation from
USC students in various engineering disciplines that was designed to expose the high schoolers to what
5 diﬀerent types of engineering (Petroleum, Chemical, Mechanical, Civil, Aerospace) look like. The
students were then invited to participate in a project challenge where they designed and constructed a
wind turbine and then testing its eﬃciency.
High school students then had lunch where they were given the opportunity to sit with both USC
students and senior professional engineers. The event was finished with a keynote speech by Becky
Jensen, a Chemical Process Design Engineer with PBF energy's Torrance Refinery. Becky spoke of her
history as an Engineer in the Air Force and her enlistment as Engineer of the Year. She continued with
an overview of the refinery before oﬀering advice for prospective engineering students. The event was a
huge success and could not have been possible without the generous support of Boeing.

Chevron Engineering Week Showcase:
From Chevron, Dr. Andrei Popa, Ms. Cynthia Murphy, and Randy Arizmendiz, together with Prof. Iraj
Ershaghi, Prof. Donald Paul, Dr. Theo Tsotsis, and Dr. Robert Young, from USC participated as judges
for the Petroleum and Chemical Engineering Showcase, that was held on Friday, February 23.
It is with great pride to announce that two Petroleum Engineering teams were formed by most active
USC SPE chapter, and board members. This year, it was decided to make Chevron’s competition a
showcase, rather than having a specific winner. The two petroleum engineering teams are Team Ramin
and Team Emanuel.
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Team Ramin is composed of Ramin Aliyev, Saro
Meguerdijian, Jodel Cornelio, Jungang Chen,
Yujie Dou, and Mohamed Hassan. Team
Emanuel is composed of Emanuel de Gante,
Omar de Gante, Bretton Tomlinson, Shamlan
Alroomi, Karen Vo, and Yuanchun Li.
Team Miriam, the only Chemical Engineering
te a m , i s c o m p o s e d o f M i r i a m B e d r i n ,
AnnaLaura Arredondo, Soojung Choi, Neta
Glaser, Donald Mathews, and Jun Yen Leung.

OCEC x SWE-OC Virgin Orbit Tour:
USC SPE, in collaboration with MFDGSA and American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME),
partnered with Orange County Engineering Council (OCEC) and the Orange County Section of Society
of Women Engineers (SWE-OC) to host a field trip to Virgin Orbit’s site in Long Beach, CA on
Saturday, February 24. We reserved 10 spots for each USC student organization and would like to thank
Dr. Steve Cheung for passing this wonderful opportunity to our USC engineering students to come
and learn more about Virgin Orbit's engineering team and machine processes integrating
rockets.

Schlumberger Info Session:
O n Tu e s d a y, Fe b r u a r y 2 7,
Schlumberger
hosted
an
information session, in partnership
with USC SPE. Thanks to
Schlumberger for allowing our
members, and generally Viterbi
students to come and learn more
about Schlumberger and what you
can do as a part of this wicked
awesome and gigantic ser vice
company. They currently have
positions available for full-time
entr y level and internships.
Students with majors in
petroleum, chemical engineering,
civil engineering, electrical
engineering, industrial engineering,
mechanical engineering, and
computer science were all invited
to attend this info session.
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Upcoming Events:
USC SPE are planning to attend the Multi-Society Young Professionals Event that will be held at
California State University of Long Beach (CSULB), scheduled on Saturday, March 3.
USC SPE are glad to announce that they will have two guest speakers in March. Mr. Brian Tran will talk

about “Materials and Components Testing for Oil, Gas, & Aerospace Industries” on Tuesday, March 6.
Dr. Robello Samuel will talk about “Cyber Drilling System -Driller on Drillerless Drilling Rig” on Friday,
March 23. Ms. If you are interested in giving a talk to our SPE members at USC, please feel free to fill
out the form at this link, or contact us at uscspe@usc.edu, and we will reach out to you.
As part of Heal-The-Bay project, the third and last beach cleanup is planned on Saturday, March 24.
USC SPE are working currently on all logistics and details regarding transportation and carpooling to El
Segundo Beach.
Last but not least, USC SPE chapter is planning a Schlumberger field trip on Friday, March 30, in
Bakersfield. We would like to extend our thanks to Omar and Emanuel de Gante for connecting us with
Schlumberger’s Wireline Manager.
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SOCIETY OF PETROLEUM ENGINEERS
Board of Directors Meeting
Long Beach Petroleum Club
January 9, 2017
Minutes

Attendance:
Robert Schaaf, Chair, Board Member through 2018
Ryan Kwong, Awards Committee, Board Member through 2020 – not present
Brian Tran, Scholarship Committee, Board Member through 2019
Ted Frankiewicz, Jr Past Chair 2014-2015 and Board Member
Francois Florence, Treasurer, Board Member through 2021 - Proxy by Robert
Schaaf
Bill Sanz, Vice Chair, Board Member through 2020
JR Smoyer, Board Member through 2020 – not present
Jay Huff, Secretary, Board Member through 2018
Mark Ghann-Amoah, Board member through 2020
Committee Members and Affiliates:
Baldev Gill, Past Board Member, 2018 WRM Co-chair
Rick Finken (not present)
AB Gorashi, Education Committee (not present)
Sam Sarem, Membership Committee (not present)
Dean D’Souza, USC Student Chapter, Assistant Director of External Affairs (not
present)
Ahmed Mohamed, USC Student Chapter, President
Kyler Correa, USC Student Chapter, Vice President
Ramin Aliyev, USC Exec Director of Professional Development
Brett Tomlinson, Asst Director Professional Development
Mike Sho, USC Student Chapter, Executive Director of Financial Affairs (not present)
Minh Tran, USC Student Chapter, Secretary (not present)
Osayuwamen Osagie, USC Student Chapter, Director of Members (not present)
Sam Moogooie, CSULB Student Chapter President
Alex Walter, CSULB Student Chapter Vice-President
Jalal Torabzadeh, CSULB Faculty Advisor
Scott Hara, Outreach Committee
Vanessa Perez, Outreach Committee (not present)
Steve Cheung, Student Chapter Liaison
Omar De Gante, USC Asst Director of External Affairs
Emanuel De Ganta, USC Asst Director of External Affairs
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Call to Order – 10:35AM; quorum check
1) Approval of the Agenda
Brian Tran moved to approve agenda. Bill Sanz seconded. Agenda approved
2) Approval of the Minutes for the Board Meetings held on December 12,
2017
Brian Tran moved to approve the minutes. Jay Huff seconded. Minutes
approved.
3) Actions:
a)New board member Mark Ghann-Amoah introduced.
b)Approval of 2017-2018 budget – Brian Tran moved to approve. Mark
Ghann-Amoah seconded. Budget approved.
c)Discuss alternative sites for luncheons – postponed to February meeting.
d)2018 Western Regional Meeting Action Items– Ted Frankiewicz, Baldev Gill
▪ Exhibits and Sponsorships – 8 booths held for 7 different companies. 1
sponsor for keynote address. Brian Tran to address issue with payment
via credit cards through paypal request for payment. Booth map
requested from Hyatt.
▪ Website is operational
▪ Meeting January 16th on WRM.
e)Board members and WRM directors to provide pictures to Larry for LASPE
website.
4) REPORTS:
a)Treasurer’s Report – Francois Florence (not present)
b)Program Chair – Robert Schaaf Scott Buell, Chevron, will be presenting.
Brad Dewitt, CRC, will be talking about valuation of oil reserves for
February meeting.
c)Golf Committee – JR Smoyer, Ryan Kwong, Brian Tran, Bill Sanz, Francois
Florence, Robert Schaaf – No updates
d)Outreach Activities – Scott Hara, Vanessa Perez (not present) – MESA days
for Long Beach March 3rd and 17th. Regional competitions April 14th and
21st.
e)YP Activities – JR Smoyer (not present) - Money in budget for event.
f) Awards Committee – Ryan Kwong (not present) – Steve Cheung:
Nominations for OCEC, SPE Regional and SPE International have been
submitted.
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g)Student Liaison – Steve Cheung – Lots of activity at USC. CSULB leadership
transitioning. Virgin Orbit tour rescheduled to Feb 24th. Space available for
STEM students (precollege). SPE looking for papers on soft skills,
professionalism, and training – deadline January 30th. 5 half day modules on
soft skills planned for the week before WRM.
5) Student Chapter Reports
a)USC – Winter social event and CVX refinery tour held in December. Trip to
Thums Islands scheduled for 1/12/18. 3-5 spots available. Beach cleaning
volunteer event planned 1Q2018. Black Gold visit scheduled for 2/14.
Petrobowl team to be finalized by end of February. Scot Buell to speak at
USC student chapter at 5:30pm after the BOD meeting.
b)CSULB – Alex Walter will be taking over as interim-president soon. Looking to
help and volunteer for WRM. Scott Hara attended last meeting. 3 students
recently joined. Thums tour scheduled for March. CSULB teaming up with
Stanford to participate in Imperial Barrel Award competition put on by AAPG.
6) Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 11:27am (Pacific Time Zone).
Respectfully submitted,
Jay Huff
Secretary
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SELECTED SPE UPCOMING EVENTS

2018

Date

Title

March 13*

Patrick Brand, Distinguished Lecturere on
“Breaking Down Conventional Barriers with Managed Pressure Drilling”

April 10*

April 22-26
April 27

Liz Pereak-Dennett - Biota Technologies
“400 Wells and counting: How the Oil and Gas Industry is Adopting DNA
Diagnostics”
Western Region Meeting 2018
Emerging Technologies for Maximizing Recoveries
April 22-26 Garden Grove, California
LA SPE Annual Charity Golf Tournament
Navy Course in Cypress
Dan Alvillar - Black Gold Pump and Supply, Inc.

May 8*
June 12*

Marina Voskanian -Distinguished Lecturer
“Minimizing Environmental and Safety Risks To Sustain Resource
Recovery - A Case Study“
* Asterisk * on date indicates a Board of Directors meeting starts at 10:30 AM
prior to Petroleum Technology Luncheon. All are welcome to attend.

DEADLINES FOR NEWSLETTER ARTICLE SUBMISSION
Month

1st Submission Call

Last Submission
Call

No Submissions
Accepted After

Newsletter Publish
Date

April

3/20/18

3/26/18

3/28/18

4/2/18

May

4/16/18

4/23/18

4/27/18

5/1/18

June

5/16/18

5/23/18

5/30/18

6/1/18
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Being Unconventional is
What Set Us Apart.
Since day one Summit ESP was founded on the principal of functioning
Unconventionally. Employing the most technically gifted people, giving
them the tools to succeed, and responding quickly to our customer’s
needs has made Summit ESP the industry leader in producing
unconventional wells.
Being the most technologically advanced ESP company means
Summit ESP can provide the solution your team needs to operate,
even in the industry’s most dynamic environments.

Santa Clarita | 661.568.2947

summitesp.com
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SERVICES OFFERED

Secure Your Future

Friendly, Professional Investment Manager.

“Dedicated to improving
your retirement portfolio
investment returns.”
• SPE Member
• No Charge for Initial Consultations

(818) 236-3794
gnclark@clarkassetmgmt.com
Gary N. Clark, Ph.D., CFA

ClarkAssetMgmt.com

Since 1989
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2017-2018 LASPE OFFICERS, BOARD & CONTACTS
Name

Position

E-mail

Robert Schaaf

LASPE Chairperson 2016-2018

rschaaf@socal.rr.com

Bill Sanz

Vice Chair - Board Member thru 2020

william.sanz@ecodyne.com

Dr. Ted Frankiewicz

Past Chair - Board Member

tfrankiewicz@specservices.com

Ryan Kwong

Board member through 2020

ryankwong30@gmail.com

Francois Florence

Treasurer - Board member through 2020

francois.florence@gmail.com

Jay Huff
Brian Tran

Secretary - Board member through 2021
Board member through 2019

JayHuff86@gmail.com

briantran01@yahoo.com

JR Smoyer
Mark Ghann-Amoah
Committee Chairs

Board member through 2020
Board member through 2021

jr.smoyer@tigerwireline.com
mark.ghann_amoah@yahoo.com

Ryan Kwong

Awards

ryankwong30@gmail.com

Robert Schaaf

Forum and Program Chair

rschaaf@socal.rr.com

JR Smoyer

Golf Chair

Jr.smoyer@tigerwireline.com

Scott Hara
Dr. Sam Sarem

Community Outreach/STEM
Membership

scotthara@yahoo.com
Sam4IPRC@aol.com

Dr. Iraj Ershaghi

Publication Mentor

ershaghi@usc.edu

Brian Tran

Scholarship

briantran01@yahoo.com

A.B. Gorashi

Training

goras9@aol.com

JR Smoyer

Young Professional

JR.smoyer@tigerwireline.com

Robert Schaaf

Nominations pro tem

rschaaf@socal.rr.com

Larry Gilpin

Newsletter & Website Editor / Publisher

Larry@4thForge.com

Dr. Steve Cheung

Student Chapter Liaison

steveior@yahoo.com

Baldev Gill

SRM Co-Chair

Baldev.Gill@longbeach.gov

Dr. Jalal
Torabzadeh
Alex Walter
Dr. Iraj Ershaghi

Student Chapter Advisor - CSULB

jalal.torabzadeh@csulb.edu

Student Chapter President - CSULB
Student Chapter Advisor – USC

waxycars@gmail.com
ershaghi@usc.edu

Ahmed Mohamed

Student Chapter President - USC

uscspe@usc.edu
ahmedmmo@usc.edu

Dr. Andrei Popa

WNAR Director 2015-2018

AndreiPopa@chevron.com

SPE International

Contact for Sections

sections@SPE.org
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