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Canada’s Third Ocean – Our Arctic Borders 

The Naval Association of Canada will hold their annual general meeting and conference in Calgary from 
June 25 to June 28, 2015. http://navalassoc.ca/occasions/2015-annual-general-meeting-and-conference/ 

The event is being hosted by the Naval Officers Association of Canada, Calgary Branch (NOAC). 

The highlight of the event is the one and a half day conference on the theme Canada’s Third Ocean – Our 
Arctic Borders. 

The conference, which will be held at the University of Calgary, will feature some of the foremost experts on 
Arctic issues, including: 

(1) Rear-Admiral John Newton, OMM, MSM, CD, Commander Maritime Forces Atlantic and Joint 
Task Force Atlantic (So far, all of the Royal Canadian Navy’s recent activity in the Arctic has been 
based out of Halifax. The slowly developing navy facility at Nanisivik on Baffin Island is very clearly 
on the eastern side of Canada’s third ocean. And when oil and gas development starts in the Beaufort 
Sea, access from the Pacific coast will become more important. ) 

(2) Premier Bob McLeod, Northwest Territories. That’s his patch. 

(3) Captain(N) Derek Moss, CD, Chief of Staff at Maritime Forces Atlantic and former Deputy 
Commander of Joint Task Force (North) (Joint Task Force North is the very small contingent of 
Canadian Armed Forces personnel based in Yellowknife, NWT, and it is probably one of the most 
challenging postings that they can add to their resume.) 

(4) Jody Thomas, Commissioner of the Canadian Coast Guard (The Coast Guard has a very active 
presence in the Arctic with their fleet of icebreakers maintaining open waterways and navigational 
systems, providing marine search and rescue, and supporting research teams.) 

(5) David Perry, Senior Security and Defence Analyst, Conference of Defence Associations Institute 
(David has done landmark work trying to make sense out of the government’s defence budgets.) 

(6) Paul Barnes, Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers (CAPP), Manager Atlantic Canada and 
Arctic. (The energy potential of the North is a national treasure, and CAPP is the voice of the energy 
industry in Canada.) 

(7) Maribeth Murray, Executive Director, Arctic Institute of North America (AINA) (A Canadian who 
has spent significant time in Alaska and has a more balanced view of northern issues than many.) 

(8) Ted L. McDorman, Faculty of Law, University of Victoria (One of the most effective public 
speakers you will ever encounter.) 

(9) Commander Cassie Kitchen, US Coast Guard, US Navy War College, Operations Officer and 
Associate Director for Maritime Law Enforcement & Security in the Stockton Center for the Study of 
International Law 

(10) Bernard Funston, former Chair of the Board of Directors, Canadian Polar Commission 

(11) Dr. Robert Huebert, Department of Political Science, University of Calgary and Centre for 
Military and Strategic Studies (One of the top academic experts on Arctic issues.) 

(12) Dr. P. Whitney Lackenbauer, Department Chair, Department of History, St. Jerome’s University 
(University of Waterloo) (Dr. Lackenbauer did his graduate work at the University of Calgary and he 
loves to disagree with Dr. Huebert on which issues are important in northern Canada. He also has done 
ground-breaking research on the role played by the Canadian Rangers. 

Further information on the conference can be obtained from organizing committee member Jeff Gilmour who 
can be contacted at email gilmour@telus.net or by telephone at 403-239-0763. 

The conference program and online registration is available at  

http://navalassoc.ca/occasions/2015-annual-general-meeting-and-conference/ 

The cost to register for the conference is $135.00. Student registration is $50.00.  

Information about the other events planned for the annual general meeting may be obtained from  

Neville Johnson, Chairman, AGM/Conference 2015, Naval Officers Association of Canada Calgary Branch 
nrjohnson@shaw.ca 403-613-0677 or 403-249-7553 


