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American Society of Mechanical Engineers 
Federal Fellows Program

• Three ASME members selected each year

• ASME Fellows serve for 1 year

• ASME works closely with the AAAS (American 
Association for Advancement of Science) Fellows Program

• ASME Fellows placed in
+  Executive Office of President (OSTP)
+  Executive Branch Agencies (ex: DHS, DOE)
+  Congressional Offices

-  House or Senate Member Offices
-  Committee Staffs
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American Association for Advancement of Science
(AAAS) – Fellows Programs

• AAAS Highly regarded in 
DC as sponsor of Federal 
Fellows

• Teams with several 
professional societies

ASME ANS
ACS IEEE
ASCE 

• 2007 Class of Fellows 
placed at:

Congress State
DOD DHS
EPA NSF
HHS NIH
White House
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CAPITAL HILL
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Best Political Quotes – Steve Roberts
(Cokie’s Husband)

The game is won 
between the 40 
yard lines.
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Congressional Research Service Orientation 

Judy’s Thoughts:

In Washington, it’s all about “who 
gets what”.

The Legislative framework developed 
by the founding fathers was not 
designed to facilitate legislation. It 
was designed to avoid bad policy. 

Over the last year the press talked 
more more about Michelle Obama 
and Sara Palin’s dresses than they did 
about Kevlar.
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An attitude not 
very visible in 
Washington

• Ask not what 
your country 
can do for 
you.  Ask 
what you can 
do for your 
country.



 12/8/09  

The 3 P’s of Judy Schneider
(Guidance to Fellows)

• Process

• Politics

• Policy

The 4th “P”

People
  -  Networking

  -  Cooperation with Staffers
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Key Interviews or Prospects
Member Offices or Staff

Placement Offers Near Misses Non Starters

Rep. Heather Wilson Senator Bingaman
(ENR Committee)

Senator Sanders

Senator Inhofe
(EPW Committee)

Senator Murkowski Senator Tester

Senator Stevens Senator Salazar Senator Menendez

Rep. Rorhbacher Senator Casey Senator Feinstein

Rep. Markey
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Benchmarking Political Positions
www.issues2000.org
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WWW.Issues2000.ORG – Heather Wilson
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WWW.Issues2000.ORG – Barack Obama
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WWW.Issues2000.ORG – Nancy Pelosi
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WWW.Issues2000.ORG – John Dingell
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WWW.Issues2000.ORG – Jeff Bingaman
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WWW.Issues2000.ORG – Mitch McConnell
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WWW.Issues2000.ORG – Fred Upton
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Key Interviews or Prospects
Member Offices or Staff

Placement Offers Near Misses Non Starters

Rep. Heather Wilson Senator Bingaman
(ENR Committee)

Senator Sanders

Senator Inhofe
(EPW Committee)

Senator Murkowski Senator Tester

Senator Stevens Senator Salazar Senator Menendez

Rep. Rorhbacher Senator Casey Senator Feinstein

Rep. Markey
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Congresswoman Wilson’s Office
Cannon House Office Building – Rm 442
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Extract from The Pursuit of Wow by Tom Peters, Page 73
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Meeting Famous People

• Thomas Friedman

• General Abazaid

• Robert Rubin

• Bob Scheifer

• James Woolsley

• Daniel Yergin

• Jim Angle

• Peter Ortzag

• Jeff Bingaman

• Jamie Gorellick

• Robert Armitage

• Dick Cheney

• James Schlesinger

• Sam Bodman

• John Marburger

• Alice Rivlin

• Carol Browner

• Pete Domenici
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Biggest Surprises

• Lobbyists add value to the process

• Members have extremely busy schedules

• Open Access to (most) Information

• Hearings and Staff Briefings

• Authorizing vs. Appropriating Legislation

• Pervasiveness of Climate Change Issue

• Politics and Process  Trumps Policy
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Key Legislative Issues

• Hardrock Mining

• Water Resources 
Development Act

• Clean Water 
Restoration Act

• HR 6 Energy Bill

• Climate Change (60 
Bills) Lieberman 
Warner Climate 
Change Bill

• Boxer Climate 
Change Amendment 
to Lieberman Warner

• California Lawsuit vs. 
EPA – Regulation of 
Greenhouse Gases

• Republican May08 
Energy Bills (13)

• HR 6566 American 
Energy Act
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Tracking & Recommending Daily Votes
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Earmarks
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Barton’s Jan08 Members Task 
Group

• Energy

• Climate Change

• Newt Gingrich

• Fred Upton
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American Energy Act – HR6566

• Drafting of bill led by Rep. Nunes’ deputy Chief 
of Staff Damon Nelson and other staff

• Bill intended to be introduced by Rep. Nunes 

• Republican leadership decided to introduce 
bill

• Key Titles in bill
-  Outer continental shelf
-  ANWR
-  Oil Shale
-  Conservation and efficiency
-  New Technologies
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Office of the Republican Whip
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Monday PM Whip Briefing
Cannon HOB Caucus Room

Republican Staff Only
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Phil’s Mental 
Models

(“Senge’s Book 
emphasizes concept 

of having Mental 
Models”)
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My Mental Model - The Perfect Storm
(The Challenge / Opportunity)

• Energy Security

• Climate Change

• Stressed U.S. Economy
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Mental Models

Senator Moynihan

You are entitled to 
your own opinion.

You are just not 
entitled to your 
own facts.
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Mental Models 

Senator Domenici
"For too long, a 
combination of well-
meaning dilettantes, 
"utopians" longing for a 
world in which all good 
things come with no cost, 
and hard-eyed political 
partisans have been able 
to stymie ....“ 
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Mental Models 

Dwight Eisenhower

When the problem 
is too difficult to 
solve – expand the 
problem. 
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Mental Models 

Source - Unknown

Non sequitur
Latin for
 "it does not follow,"  
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EXTENSIVE INFORMATION 
SOURCES

AVAILABLE TO TRACK ACTIVITIES 
ON THE HILL
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Information Sources / Transparent and Web 
Enabled

(Most Available to Public)

• Congress Daily (subscription)

• Congressional Research Service

• Member and Committee Web Sites

• The Hill.Com

• Politico.Com

• Thomas.Gov

• Legislative Research Service 
(Staff Desktops - slightly more than Thomas.Gov)

• Executive Branch Web Sites
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Recommended 
first read of the 
day for staffers
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NationalJournal.Com
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Advice to Tourists Visiting 
Washington

Attend Committee 
Hearings
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CAPITAL HILL
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A Well Attended and Boisterous 
Hearing
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CLIMATE CHANGE
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United Nations Studies

http://www.ipcc.ch/

• Widely accepted as 
conclusive scientific evidence 
of anthropogenic climate 
change

• Ongoing international 
negotiations to replace 
Kyoto

-  Bali (Dec 07)
-  Poznan
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Sir Nicholas Stern

• Recent testimony at 
Congressional Hearings (Star 
Witness)

• The cost of inaction much 
greater than the cost of action

• Cost ~ 1% of GDP (ROM)
• $150 B / Year at 1% GDP
• $47 Trillion for World Economy 

Through Year 2050? 

• Costs bill be paid by 
individual households
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U.S. Climate Change Science 
Program

(Bush Administration)

/www.climatescience.gov/

• Bush Administration 
has worked on issue

• U.S. can claim some 
success in reducing 
emisisons 

• Much of Domestic and 
international criticism  
of Bush Administration 
lack of action not well 
founded
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• Graph and photos show minimum sea ice by year.  Over any winter Arctic will refreeze with “1st Year Ice” 
but thickness of refreezing 1st year ice will vary from year to year.

• Year to year “anomolies” may show years in which minimum sea ice actually increased.
• Critical to look at long term trends when making inferences as to what impacts climate change may have 

on total Arctic ice pack.
• Note: In 1976, when Prudhoe Bay was being developed, the ice never receded away from the North Slope 

of Alaska and required an emergency ice breaking operation to get equipment into Alaska on barges.

TALKING POINTS – ARCTIC ICE
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1979
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2007
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A Forerunner of Success of Climate Change Action?
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Today, leaders -------------------- are grappling with 
square-one questions, including: 

How badly does the public really want this? 

"There's a difference between the idea of 'I want to 
have ---------,' and what it might require me to change 
[about] the way I have to live my life," -------------- 

"We collectively, as a society, may not be able to 
understand . . . the sacrifices necessary to get there." 

Individual Sacrifice Needed
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Sen Corker

Sen 
Voinovich

Rep Upton

Rep Barton

Rep Shimkus Rep Waxman Sen Boxer

Rep Dingell

OSTP - Holdren

Rep Inslee

Pres Obama

Speaker 
Pelosi

OMB - Ortzag

Rep Markey

Climate Change Way Forward
Some Key Players 
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Rex Tillerson said that a tax was a "more direct, a more transparent and a more effective 
approach" to curtailing greenhouse gases than other plans popular in Congress and with the 
incoming Obama administration.

A cap-and-trade system would be costly, bureaucratic and create a "Wall Street of emissions 
brokers."

"Calling for a carbon tax could be a ploy because few observers believe such a tax is politically 
feasible in our Congress," says Daniel J. Weiss, a fellow at the Center for American Progress, a 
left-of-center think tank in Washington.

Democratic-led Congress and other major oil companies prefer using a cap-and-trade approach --- 
the government would establish economy-wide emission limits as well as limits for individual 
companies. --- market for firms to buy and sell pollution allowances

-----------------------                COUNTER POINT            --------------------------------------------

-----------------------                POINT            --------------------------------------------

Jan 9th, 2009 
Wall Street Journal

Being Honest with “Joe Sixpack”
(Individuals Will Pay Costs to Address Climate Change)
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Peter Ortzag
OMB Director – Obama 

Administration 



 12/8/09  When is an increase in government revenue not a tax increase? – When it is C&T 
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Opponents of Climate Change are 
Marginalized
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Oil, 24.41

Natural Gas, 15.78

Coal w/o CCS, 0.58

Coal w/CCS, 35.72

Nuclear, 4.29Non-Biomass Renewables, 
4.95

Commercial Biomass, 32.60

Efficiency, 46.17

Year            Energy  
Consumption
2010            106
2050           164 Nominal 
Demand
                      118   (After 
Efficiency)
       
 1.1% Growth over 40 Years
Nonimal - Before Efficiency

MIT - Integrated Global Systems Model
Scenario Corresponding to Aggressive Emissions Reduction

YEAR 2050
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Mitigating Climate Change
Challenges / Risks

Managing $1T+ Revenue Streams

• “Leakage” of GHG emissions to foreign locations
• Excessive amounts of revenue from auctions for 

emission allowances flows to Wall Street and the 
“carbon trading programs”

• Revenue from auctions flows to frivolous programs
• Lobbying triggers rules favorable to specific 

businesses and sectors of economy
• Foreign entities get paid by U.S. citizens to reduce 

emissions
  



 12/8/09  



 12/8/09  



 12/8/09  7676



 12/8/09  7777



 12/8/09  

• Delusional
• Bootstrap
• Levitate
• Polluter pays
• Trillion plus 
• Infrastructure 

investment 

CLIMATE CHANGE
KEYWORD ASSOCIATIONS

• Stressed economy
• Insult my intelligence
• Stealth tax 
• Buy the job 
• Churchill
• Gaming the system
• Green jobs in China
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API Study of Production at Risk 
Potential U.S. Government Policy
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Non sequitur

8383

• The future requires conservation and efficiency and 
renewable / alternate energy.  Non sequitur: We can cut back 
on production of conventional oil and gas.

• We cannot drill our way out of the problem.  Non sequitur:  
We should not drill.  We can still offset several trillion $ 
exported to OPEC.

• Drilling now won’t do anything to lower gas prices.  Non 
sequitur: We should not plan for the future.  Don’t do 
anything which would reduce future prices relative to current 
policy.
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Expanding the Problem

Perceived Problem:  What can we do to reduce gas 
prices now?

-  Basically nothing (1)
-  Buy less gasoline / 55 mph speed limit
-  What if U.S. cut consumption 10%

Expanding the Problem:  What should we do now to 
prevent the situation from being a lot worse in 5 or 
10 years?
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Initiatives – Offshore and Ocean 
Renewable Energy
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Technology Solutions

8686

• Plug in electric cars (PHEV) which transfer much of our 
transportation fuels from oil to the national electric grid,

• Bio fuels such as cellulostic ethanol which do not compete 
with food supply,

• Next generation nuclear power which provides added levels 
of safety and reliability.  Japan and China will probably be the 
first to use new designs.  

• Hydrogen????  -  NO
• Energy storage systems to capture the intermittent power 

generated from wind and solar sources.  
• A “smart” national electric grid which allows commuters to 

charge PHEVs during the day is another way. 
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