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Greetings! 
  
As the summer of 2022 came to a close, I’m grateful for the professional, associate, and student members of 
our Chapter. From returning to an in-person annual meeting to our 26th annual golf tournament, it has been 
wonderful to reconnect with colleagues and make new connections. I hope you have been able to do the 
same. 
  
We saw our long-awaited return to Maggiano’s for our monthly networking and education sessions. As the 
Chapter experiments with technology that will facilitate remote attendance, we invite you to share any feed-
back you have from the experience, in-person or virtual. We also enjoyed our first “field trip” in nearly three 
years, to Ball Arena. Please join me in thanking Peggi Miller for coordinating this event. 
  
We also enjoyed two outdoor events, our annual day at the Rockies and our 26th annual golf tournament. 
Weather was perfect for both days, and the company was great. Prizes were awarded in a number of skill 
contests, including closest to the pin (men and women), longest drive (men and women), and longest putt 
(men and women). Pictures of the day are included in this newsletter. Rumor has it that handstands were 
attempted for one of the giveaways at the golf tournament – any pictures of those brave souls will be shared 
for years to come! Our Chapter is talked about as having one of the best golf tournaments across all of RIMS, 
and August 25th demonstrated why. Please join me in thanking our sponsors, volunteers, and members of the 
Golf and Sponsorship Committees for putting on a truly great event! 
  
On September 1, 2022, the new Board term began. I’m excited to introduce you to our four new board  
members: 
 

• Patrice Kraly, Inspirato 

• Jessica Mechtly, US Olympic and Paralympic Committee 

• Amy Jones, Arcosa 

• Matt Nordaker, Marsh 
 
The Board held its Annual Strategic Planning Meeting in late September. Keep an eye out in the next 
newsletter for a summary of what’s to come in 2023! 
  
We have a busy end to 2022 coming up. On November 17, we’re slated to hear a market update along with a 
speed networking happy hour. If you have any suggestions for future events, you can provide those to us via 
the post-meeting surveys or by contacting Neil Colclough, Chair of the Programming Committee. As always, if 
you have any questions or concerns, you are welcome to reach out to me at emily.bloedel@merrick.com or 
(303) 353-3649. I look forward to seeing and speaking with you at future Chapter events. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Emily Bloedel 
President, RM RIMS 
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November 17 

December 

January 

February 

March 

April 

Market update followed by Speed Networking Happy Hour at Maggiano’s (Denver Tech 

Center) from 4-7 PM 

Associate Member Appreciation Party 

Joint ASSP Meeting  

TBD 

Joint meeting with the Sports & Entertainment Risk Management Alliance at USOPC training  

center 

RIMS Annual Conference Atlanta Apr. 30-May 3 (Chapter Reception)  

The Rocky Mountain RIMS Chapter is committed to enhancing our members' professional development by supporting 
educational opportunities in Risk Management. We are pleased to announce educational grant opportunities for Chapter 
members. A grant may be awarded for an educational course and/or test in a Risk Management-related topic.  

Eligibility Requirements:  

• Active chapter member  

• Current resident of Colorado, New Mexico, or Wyoming  

• Employed in Risk Management  

• If unemployed, please provide the dates of most recent risk management employment  

We encourage current Rocky Mountain RIMS Chapter members to apply. Applications will be evaluated by the Profes-
sional Development Committee based on:  

• The educational course topic  

• The course's relationship to Risk Management  

• How the course will help the applicant enhance their knowledge base in relationship to their job  

• To apply, please complete the form linked here and submit it to: rockymtnrims@gmail.com. Grants will be awarded 
for cost reimbursement for a course and/or test.  

 
 
Professional Development Committee 
Rocky Mountain RIMS Chapter  

Calendar of Events 

Professional Committee Updates 

http://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/RIMS/742ce696-2845-4f98-be06-2333db981176/UploadedImages/Professional_Development/RIMS_Professional_Development_20211008.pdf
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Jim Blair - August 30, 2022  

VOTE - The key legislative issue to report this fall is the importance of your vote. This November Coloradoans will 
choose a governor and most state-wide leadership positions. Also, numerous ballot initiatives will be presented at the 
state, county and local levels. Please study the ballot initiatives and plan to vote your choices. It is not a year to stay at 
home. 

Colorado Issues: 

Cost of replacement building – The Marshall fire taught the lesson of inadequate housing insurance. While the primary 
impact of this fire is residential, businesses suffered similar losses and the legislature will introduce legislation designed 
to more accurately reflect replacement costs in future property insurance policies. Residential replacement costs now 
average $350/sq. ft. compared to average insured value of $200/sq. ft. With disastrous weather and fire incidents across 
the country all business property coverage costs are likely to increase. 

SB-169 passed in 2021 directs the State Insurance Commissioner to evaluate algorithms utilized by insurers to assess 
risk of insurance applicants, with specific focus on determining any impacts of discrimination (race, age, ethnicity, 
gender, preference, etc.). The Commissioner will report the results of a 1 year study to the Legislature, and initiate rule-
making in January 2023. More to develop on this subject. 

Other issues – Affordable housing, behavioral health and economic recovery. Colorado will receive $400+ billion in 
federal funds from pandemic recovery programs and the Inflation Recovery Act (IRA). Infrastructure spending will be 
prioritized during the next 18 months. Don’t expect traffic congestion to diminish for about 5 years. 

Political Action Committee – On behalf of RIMS, I have joined the PAC for Rocky Mountain Insurance Information 
Association (RMIIA). I will continue to monitor activity in Colorado and the Rocky Mountain Region and report 
accordingly. If others find this of interest, please email the address below. 

California - CCPA 

If your company does business in California (and most do), the California Privacy Protection Act (CCPA) has been in 
place for 2 years. New rule making was initiated by the newly formed California Privacy Protection Agency (the Agency) 
on May 27, 2022, implementing the California Consumer Privacy Act (CCPA) as amended by the California Privacy 
Rights Act (CPRA). The entire package is complicated, and the 66-page draft includes seven full pages of detailed 
requirements for obtaining and implementing consumer direction regarding the sale and sharing of personal information. 
You should connect with the Privacy experts in your business and watch for further information. The insurers will surely 
be involved and may provide good advice through the rest of the year. 

The implementation target for the new regulations is January 1, 2023. Questions may be sent to Jim Blair – 
jeblair@integratedrisksolutions.com or 303-795-9754 

 

Legislative and Legal Committee 
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RM RIMS was proud to 

host its 26th Annual Golf 

tournament at Arrowhead 

Golf Club! The chapter had 

an amazing day golfing, 

enjoying time with friends, 

and networking. (Featuring 

Tracey McDonough and 

Nahua Maunakea) 

Golf Tournament 

Western Regional Conference 

We would like to extend a big thank you to 

RM RIMS Vice President, Neil Colclough 

and Board Member of T-Mobile, Topgolf 

Callaway Brands, and TPI Composites, 

Bavan Holloway, for a great presentation 

on what companies should be focusing on 

relative to ESG. 

 

 

*2022 LA RIMS Western Regional Conference. 

Long Beach, California 

The RM RIMS Chapter hosted its 26th Annual 

Golf Tournament. Back again at Arrowhead 

Golf Club, one of the most beautiful courses in 

Colorado, colleagues enjoyed an amazing day 

golfing and networking throughout the course. 

 

Our Chapter’s mission is to advance the risk 

management profession among our members, 

students, and business community through edu-

cational programs, professional development 

resources, and networking opportunities. Our 

efforts in these areas are only possible due to 

the unwavering support of our generous  

sponsors, partners, and volunteers.  

 

Thank you to all of our golfers and sponsors for 

making this tournament and our award-winning 

Chapter a success! 
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Platinum  

Forum 

Silver 

Bronze 

Gold 

Annual Sponsors 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiogPTmj9PNAhUIzIMKHVHYARQQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FCorVel_Corporation&bvm=bv.126130881,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNFNiA1UwsRhMQIKsZnPlNY6rkIlLw&ust
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Golf Sponsors 

Eagle Sponsors 

 

 

 

 

 

Hole Sponsors 
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Hole in One 

 

 

Closest to the Pin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Longest 1 Putt 

      Men                    Women 

Golf Sponsors 
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Longest Drive 

Men + Women 

 

 

Beverage Carts 

 

 

Mid-Round Snack     

 

 

 

 

Breakfast Upgrade 

 

Golf Sponsors 
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GIS Officers volunteering at the Food Bank of the Rockies  

RMI students networking with Chubb professionals 

RMI students with Professor David Young and External 

Coordinator Sarah Kelsey at the RIMS Forum 

Contact: 
Sarah Kelsey | External Relations Coordinator | Sarah.Kelsey@ucdenver.edu 

Risk Management & Insurance Program | CU Denver 

 

Business Ethics and Insurance, November 11th 

 
News 
• CU Denver RMI Program hosted its semi-

annual Shadow day on October 21st for 
students to learn more about the RMI industry. 

• The program is excited to have a Spotlight on 

Excess & Surplus Lines on November 2. 
Students will learn the basics of this insurance 
market and then hear from an expert on how 
marijuana companies insure their products 
and production facilities. Featuring Ben 
McKay, Executive Director of The Surplus 
Lines Association of California. 

• Meet the Fall 2022 GIS team! Scott Roswell -

Club Advisor, Emilio Rodriguez - President, 
Krupesh Shah - Vice President/Social Media 
Chair, Jibin Varghese - Treasurer, Anahi 
Zacarias - Secretary, and David Adugna - 
Recruitment Chair. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Please send Lori Genuchi your entry-level jobs 

and internship opportunities! We’d love to help 
you find top talent. See her contact info below.  

Contact: 
Lori Genuchi | RMI Assistant Director | lori.genuchi@ucdenver.edu 

Risk Management & Insurance Program | CU Denver 

Events 
• On April 28, the GIS Beta Mu Chapter co-

hosted with RM RIMS an informational session 
on various career paths to take in risk 
management, including a speed networking 
session with some of the RM RIMS Board 
Members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Become a RIMS student member here, then 
you’ll receive an invitation to attend their 
meetings. 

• Meetings provide practical learning, resources, 
and connections. 

• Conference attendance opportunities are 
available too! 

mailto:sarah.kelsey@ucdenver.edu
https://webapps.rims.org/OnlineJoin/frmMemberType.aspx
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If you have an interest in sharing your experience and expertise with our student members, please 
contact: Prof. Kim Kerr, GIS Faculty Advisor – kkerr@nmsu.edu 

 

• NMSU RMI student Celina 
Camarillo-Dilbert (front row, far 

left) was among a select group 
of students interning as Under-
writers at Skyward Services 
Company in Houston, TX this 
summer. 

NMSU Risk Management & Insurance Studies Program 

Activities Fall 2022 

• Thanks to generous funding from the Rocky 
Mountain RIMS Chapter along with additional 
support from the NMSU Insurance and Finan-

cial Services Center, three NMSU students - 
Gerardo Silva, Jr., Carlos Flores, and Irene 
Richter were able to attend the Western Re-
gional RIMS Conference in Long Beach, CA. 

• The Beta Beta Chapter of Gamma Iota Sigma 

is hosting several guest speakers from vari-

ous areas of risk management, insurance, 

and actuarial science.  The Chapter partici-

pated with other chapters throughout the 

country in the Risky Run fundraiser last 

spring. 

• Students and faculty have attended or will be 

attending other conferences this fall, including 
the Independent Insurance Agents of El Paso 
Trade Show, the Independent Insurance 
Agents of New Mexico Convention, and the 
WSIA Extreme Risk Symposium. 

mailto:kkerr@nmsu.edu
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RM RIMS Chapter Officers and Board of  

Directors/Advisory Members 
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JESSICA MECHTLY, USOPC 
Associate Director, Risk Management 

Jessica Mechtly was named the Associate Director of risk management for the United 
States Olympic & Paralympic Committee in June 2021. In this role, Mechtly oversees 
the management of operational risk programs for the international and domestic oper-
ations of the USOPC, including the Olympic & Paralympic Training Centers in Colora-
do Springs, Colorado, and Lake Placid, New York. She also conducts risk identifica-
tion, strategic analysis and oversees the insurance programs for the enterprise.  

Mechtly earned her bachelor’s degree in finance and international business from Col-
orado Technical University, where she went on to earn her MBA in finance. She is a 
member of the Rocky Mountain chapter of the risk management society, RIMS, and a 
member of Women in Sports and Events, WISE. Active in her community, Mechtly 
also volunteers with local anti-human trafficking organizations and participates in mar-
tial arts training. 

 

PATRICE KRALY, INSPIRATO 
Risk Management 

Patrice started in the insurance industry handling personal lines claims for an East 
Coast broker prior to transitioning to Risk Management. Patrice worked for MGM/
Mirage Risk Management in Las Vegas from 2001 to 2006 before moving to Colorado. 
Patrice worked at The Laramar Group, a national real estate investment and property 
management company from 2008 to 2021 most recently as the Director of Risk Man-
agement.  Patrice is currently in Risk Management at Inspirato, INC, a luxury hospitali-
ty company.  

 

 

 
Matt Nordaker, Marsh 
Vice President  
 
Matt is a Client Executive and Vice President for Marsh and has been working there for 
roughly five years. Originally, he is from Chicago, but has been in the Denver area for 
six years. He currently resides in Parker, CO with his wife, Shayla, and his two dogs – 
Dom and Mucca. Fun fact: Matt speaks Italian and lived in Rome, Italy for several 
years. 

 

 

Amy Jones, Arcosa 
Senior Risk Manager  
 
Amy received a B.B.A in Risk Management, Insurance, and Financial Services from 
the University of North Texas and has her ARM designation. She is currently a Risk 
Manager at Arcosa, a Quarry Mining and Infrastructure Manufacturing company 
based in Dallas, TX. Prior to Arcosa, Amy worked in Risk Management for Crow 
Holdings Development (Multi-Family, Industrial, and Office space construction, devel-
opment, and asset management) and Risk Management at Hunt Consolidated (Oil & 
Gas, Energy, and Real Estate). While Arcosa is based in Texas, Amy fulfilled her life-
long dream of moving to Colorado in January 2021.  Amy has been a part of several 
Risk Management & Insurance groups and served on the advisory board of RRP 
(Rising Risk Professionals) from 2017-2021. She is excited to meet other colleagues 
who share her passion of the industry and give back by serving on the Rocky Moun-
tain RIMS board. 

New Board Members 
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If you would like to add anything to the 

quarterly newsletter or if you notice 

something is missing, please contact our  

Chapter Administrator at 

rockymtnrims@gmail.com 

If you are interested in becoming involved 

with any of our committees, please contact 

the Board of Directors at 

rockymtnrims@gmail.com 

 

To see what Rocky Mountain RIMS has to offer you 

and your peers who are involved in Risk               

Management, please visit our website.  

Board of Directors Contact 

Board of Directors Name Email 

President Emily Bloedel emily.bloedel@merrick.com 

Vice President Neil Colclough ncolclough@inspirato.com 

Secretary Peggi Miller peggi.miller@teamkse.com 

Treasurer Tammy Widhalm twidhalm@purewest.com  

Director Emily Belden emily.a.belden@ulalaunch.com 

Director Matt Friend mfriend@sbcos.com 

Director Amy Jones amy.jones@arcosa.com 

Director  Patrice Kraly pkraly@inspirato.com 

Director Jessica Mechtly jessica.mechtly@usopc.org 

Director Renee Pettinato  Mosley rpettina@auroragov.org 

Director Kevin Shane kevin.shane@jacobs.com 

Director Chris Stephens cstephens@housingcenter.com 

Director RL Trailor rltrailor@myrgroup.com 

Advisory Member Nick Holstein nick_holstein@corvel.com 

Advisory Member Matt Nordaker matthew.nordaker@marsh.com 

Student Advisory Member Hawreen Rawanduzy hawreen.rawanduzy@ucdenver.edu 

mailto:rockymtnrims@gmail.com
mailto:rockymtnrims@gmail.com
http://rockymountain.rims.org/home
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Follow RM RIMS on Social Media to 

Find Chapter Updates! 


