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My name is Carly Schmidt and I will graduate in December of 2015, with a finance degree and 
a certificate in risk management and insurance. I am originally from Le Mars, Iowa, but 
currently live in Coralville, Iowa. I started my college career at Kirkwood Community College 
where I finished my Liberal Arts Associate Degree in a year and a half. I already knew I wanted 
to be a business major so I completed all my pre requisites for the business program during 
that time. I then transferred to the University of Iowa and took the rest of my core business 
courses and learned about the RMI certificate. 
 
I always knew that I wanted to receive some type of certificate and out of all three business 
certificates the RMI certificate stood out to me the most. It coordinated well with a finance 
major and it was something I was always interested in learning more about. My father is 
Financial Advisor and is the reason why I chose finance as my major. At first I thought about 
pursuing financial planning as a career but then I learned that I enjoyed my insurance courses 
more than my general finance courses. Once I declared my certificate, I joined Gamma Iota 
Sigma (GIS), a Risk Management, Insurance and Actuarial Science professional business 
fraternity. Being a part of GIS has brought me many connections to the industry and other 
students interested in the same career field. As I became more involved with GIS, I eventually 
was elected as the Fall 2015 President of Gamma Iota Sigma.  
 
After learning so much about the industry through the RMI program and GIS, I knew that this 
was the path I wanted to continue. After graduation I will be looking to start my career as an 
underwriter with a P&C insurance company and hopefully move over to the broker side down 
the road. My goal is to work for a company for a few years while pursuing my CPCU 
designation. While Iowa is where I am originally from, I would be willing to relocate for 
awhile after graduation but I would love to come back to Iowa permanently down the road.  
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