
 
 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: MAY 24, 2011  
Contact: NASBP-Kathy Hoffman khoffman@nasbp.org 202-464-1175; Larry LeClair lleclair@nasbp.org 202-277-1217 

 
SURETY BOND PRODUCERS PROVIDE ASSISTANCE TO SMALL & EMERGING 

BUSINESSES AT DOT SEMINARS IN BALTIMORE AREA 
 
WASHINGTON, DC – Surety bond producers are advancing and educating Baltimore area small and 
emerging business owners about surety bonding at a U.S. Department of Transportation Bonding 
Education Program (BEP) seminar being held Thursday, May 26 in Hanover.  
 
By conducting the “Bonding and Insurance for New and Emerging Contractors” seminar for a DOT 
Program, surety bond producers like Bond Producers Joshua Etemadi and Edin Zukanovic of 
Construction Bonds, Inc., a Division of Murray Risk Management and Insurance, Herndon, VA, are 
helping owners of small construction businesses improve their operations to help them become 
bonded or to increase their bonding capacity. 
  
“It’s in our best interest to build their business so they can bid and win more projects,” said 
Etemadi. “The contractors participating in this Program learn everything from estimating, marketing, 
and business planning to meeting with CPAs, lawyers and bankers,” he added.  
 
Etemadi has been working with the Maryland DOT Program business-owner participants one-on-one 
once a week in the evening, since the 8-week Program began April 28 at the DOT Headquarters at 
7201 Corporate Center Drive. Eleven Bonding Education Programs, jointly sponsored by the U.S. 
DOT and Surety & Fidelity Association of America (SFAA), have been scheduled throughout the 
country. To learn more, visit www.nasbp.org. 
 
“During these Programs, these owners have an opportunity to hear free advice from a future ‘circle of 
trust’ that the contractor will benefit from when building their business,” said Etemadi, who is Vice 
Chair of the National Association of Surety Bond Producers (NASBP) Small & Emerging Business 
Committee. “On top of these weekly meetings, they have the opportunity to meet one-on-one with a 
bond producer and review their ‘bonding package,’” he said, adding, “The producer has a chance to 
review the information presented and make suggestions on how to improve their bonding capabilities.” 
 
Adam Grap, Sales Associate of Allegiance Surety Assoc., Inc., Laurel, MD, said he believes it’s 
important for all small and emerging contractors to take full advantage of this opportunity. Grap, who 
is another producer participating in the Program, said, “By attending the DOT BEP, the small and 
emerging contractor discovers in a short period of classroom time the stages of the bonding process 
and the value bonding will offer to their business.”  
 
Producers like Etemadi, Zukanovic, and Grap help these small business owners assemble the 
materials necessary for a complete bond application and address any omissions that might deter the 
successful underwriting of a bond for their company.  
 
Founded in 1942, the National Association of Surety Bond Producers (NASBP) is the association of and resource for 
surety bond producers and allied professionals. NASBP members specialize in providing surety bonds for construction 
contracts and other purposes to companies and individuals needing the assurance offered by surety bonds. NASBP 
members engage in contract and commercial surety production throughout the United States, Puerto Rico, Guam, and a 
number of countries. They have broad knowledge of the surety marketplace and the business strategies and underwriting 
differences among surety companies. As trusted advisors, professional surety bond producers act in many key roles to 
position their clients to meet the underwriting requirements for surety credit. 
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