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The national NAPNAP conference this year was held in Baltimore, Maryland. The close proximity to our nation’s capitol, Washington D.C. allowed an opportunity for nurse practitioners to visit the offices of our federal legislators. The primary leader of this event was Dave Mason, our lobbyist who is funded through a collaboration of: The American College of Nurse Practitioners (ACNP), The National Association of Pediatric Nurse Practitioners (NAPNAP), and The National Organization of Nurse Practitioner Faculties (NONPF).

The actual day on Capitol Hill was preceded by a meeting to introduce the concept of lobbying and to discuss the current legislation of importance to nurse practitioners. The attendees included members with significant experience in the political arena and many who were completely new to the process. 

The morning of the event, 60 nurse practitioners loaded the bus for the 45 minute ride to D.C. For some this was a great time to brush up on the political process by reviewing the "Legislative Primer for Federal Advocacy" available on the national website. For others it was an opportunity for networking with nurse practitioners from other areas of the country. 

Members were given a schedule of pre-arranged appointments with aides from their local legislative offices. Renee McCleod and I were the representatives from San Diego, and were scheduled to have meetings in the offices of Rep Duncan Hunter, Senator Diane Feinstein, and Senator Barbara Boxer. Unfortunately, by coincidence, this was spring break for the legislators and most were in their home states and not available. The good news was that since it was a quiet time, the aides with whom we met were free to spend more time speaking with us than would be the usual. 

The legislation/topics to discuss were:

1. Nursing Workforce: Funding for Title VIII nursing education programs.
2. Medicaid Advanced Practice Nurses and Physician Assistants Access Act (S 56) 
3. Medicare Home Health Care Planning Improvement Act (S 227). To authorize NPs to order home health care services for Medicare patients, which includes all disabled children. NPs can currently order PT, OT, diagnostic tests, and perform assessments, but have a physician order home health services. 
4. Preservation of stable coverage for Medicaid and CHIP enrollees
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