EWGARI Golf QUIZ #1 Questions and Answers – April 2011
1. What's the difference between these two:  a) the ball falls off the tee when you're still 'waggling' the club, or b) you swing at the ball, miss it, and it falls off the tee?
a. No difference, they both count as one stroke.

b. You can re-tee the ball in either case.

c. You can lift and clean your ball after b), but not after a).

d. The ball is in play after b), but not after a).

ANSWER:  d.  Your friends will count “One!” out loud when you accidentally knock the ball off the tee – but the rules officials will not. The ball is not in play yet, and you can re-tee it.*  Now swinging and missing is a whole different story!  Your next shot would be your 2nd for that hole if you swing and miss on your 1st. And you cannot re-tee in that case.
*accidentally moving your ball when you’re NOT on the tee has a bunch of other rules, though.  Maybe next quiz?!  

2. What does a white stake on a golf course represent?
a. A lateral water hazard.

b. They ran out of red and yellow paint at the maintenance shack.

c. Out of bounds border.

d. Beware of snakes.

ANSWER:  c.  Areas designated as Out of Bounds (OOB) are important to honor on a golf course, and you cannot play your ball if it is OOB.  This can be marked by white lines on the ground, or by white stakes set in the ground at intervals. “Out of bounds” is sometimes noted on the scorecard as well, so it’s worth taking a look there before you tee off.
3. If my ball is touching or is inside the boundary of a water hazard (red or yellow stakes), but it’s not in the water, do I still have to take a penalty stroke?
a. Yes, always.

b. Not unless somebody is watching.

c. Actually, it’s a two-stoke penalty.

d. No, you may elect to play your ball from most water hazards.

ANSWER:  d.  You may always elect to play the ball from a water hazard (unless it is designated as an environmentally protected area).  Obviously, don’t put yourself in danger while doing so! (Can you say Alligators?!)  And you can’t ground your club in a hazard.  And don’t fall IN!  : )
4. If I hit my ball and it's headed for the woods, what should I do?
a. Immediately look away in disgust, shaking your head.

b. Hit another ball and try to hit the fairway this time!

c. Watch the ball’s entry point, carefully noting nearby landmarks, then declare that you will hit a “provisional” ball in case the first one is deemed lost.

d. Declare a “mulligan,” and hit another ball.  Don’t waste time looking for the first one – why hold up play?

ANSWER:  While “mulligan” is a popular term in friendly golf, the correct answer is c).  Pay close attention to where the errant shot is flying, and your odds of finding it quickly will be much better.  That will speed up play!  And declare a 2nd ball a “provisional” before you hit it.  Otherwise, it is now the ball in play, with a penalty stroke for the lost ball assessed.
5. Is it okay to mix stripes and plaids in your golf outfits?
a. Yes, just not every week.

b. Only if all your solid color shirts are in the laundry.

c. As long as your friends aren’t judgmental.

d. Yes, if both items are designer label and don’t clash with your shoes.

e. Some of the above.

ANSWER: Okay, that was just for fun.  We all know that plaids and stripes can look great paired together!  And they can look horrible paired together..  Please yourself!  (..now polka dots and plaid are another story!)  
