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PACE OF PLAY POINTERS
Here are some helpful tips on how to keep a good pace during a round of golf: 

. Stay directly behind the group in front of you, not directly in front of the group behind you. For example, when you on the tee of a Par 4, you should be able to see the group in front of you approaching the green. On a Par 5, you should be able to see the group in front of you in the fairway. On a Par 3, you should see the group in front of you on or leaving the green. 

. Most courses have a "recommended pace of play" on the scorecard. If it is not on the scorecard you may ask the professional staff when you check in. Divide the total playing time by the number of holes, then check yourself every 3-4 holes. 
. Be prepared and move quickly between shots. If golf carts must stay on the path, take several clubs with you to your shot so you avoid returning to the 

cart for the proper golf club. If you think your golf ball is lost or out of bounds, hit a provisional ball. If you are not sure your golf ball is on the green, take your putter and a wedge or chipping club with you to the green. 
. Play ready golf. This means that the person, who is ready to play, hits her shot even if it is not her turn. Openly agreeing to do this is against the 

rules. However, if you’re ready to play, ask your playing partners if you can go ahead and hit. Be sure that doing so does not endanger other players 

in the group. 
. Limit your search time for lost balls. In tournament play, the limit is 5 minutes. In casual play, the time is often less. Once your search time is up, abandon that search and proceed according to the Rules of Golf. Remember to hit a provisional ball if you believe your ball may be lost outside of a 

water hazard. 
. If there is a hole open in front of your group and the group behind you is waiting, let them play through. 
. If you get behind, relax. Encourage everyone in your group to play just a little faster, and you will catch up. If you fall more than a Par 5 hole-

length behind, skipping a shot or an entire hole as a group will help you catch up. 
Following these tips should allow enough time at each shot for you to select your club, take one good practice swing, focus on your target and make a good 

stroke at the ball. More than two practice swings will most likely hinder rather than help your game as well as your pace of play. Keeping to one or two practice swings and staying focused on the shot at hand will help reduce your number of 

shots and improve your pace of play. 
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Sometimes newer golfers are pushed beyond the point that is fair or reasonable by groups behind them and even by course marshals. Unfortunately, the incorrect perception that women are slow players sometimes creates bad behavior as well. 

Here are some situations you may encounter and some ways to handle them. 

SCENARIO 1: 

It’s a busy day on the course and you are waiting on almost every shot. The group behind is getting annoyed about having to wait and is blaming the wait 

on you. They may directly ask you to speed up or they may ask a marshal to say something. If this happens, simply inform them that you are also waiting. Too often this situation has a negative effect on new golfers and their golf games. Knowing how to keep pace and how to communicate with others who are also experiencing slow play can ease the tension for all. 

SCENARIO 2: 

The group behind you proceeds to hit into your group in hopes that your group will speed up. Unfortunately, this happens all too often. In this situation, having a cell phone (ringer off ) on the golf course can be valuable. Call the clubhouse and have them send a marshal out to access the situation. Hitting into a group is a very dangerous practice and should be stopped. 

If you know responsibilities when it comes to pace of play, you can relax and have a great day on the golf course. Keep a positive attitude about pace of play 

during your round – do your part and then focus on what you came there for -playing an enjoyable round of golf! 
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