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State Bar of Michigan LGBTQA Section 
Council Meeting 

Wednesday, February 15, 2017, 2:00–5:00 p.m. 
 

Warner Norcross & Judd LLP 
2000 Town Center Suite 2700,  

Southfield, Michigan 48075 
 

Minutes 
 
In attendance:   
Southfield office: Hon. Richard B. Halloran, Timothy Scott Cordes, Lori J. Frank, Michael Zeno 
Kiehne, Gary M. Wilson, Donald C. Wheaton, Jr., Laura Bradshaw Tucker 
Grand Rapids office: Richard A. Roane, Douglas Eugene Meeks, Peter Michael Kulas 
Via telephone conference: Elisabeth Dery Brin, Mark LaChey, Meri Anne Stowe, Laura Elizabeth 
Volkmann, Jordan Paterra, Susan Klooz 

2:00 p.m. Executive Council Meeting 
1. Finalize Agenda for 3:00 p.m. meeting —Ric Roane, Chair 
2. Set locations for meetings through summer 

a. March 8, 2017, meeting will be in Ann Arbor 
b. April 12, 2017,  meeting will be Grand Rapids  
c. May 10, 2017, meeting will be in Lansing 
d. June 14, 2017, meeting will be in Detroit 

i. Don Wheaton reports that the Tigers will be playing the Diamondbacks on June 
14 

ii. Ric Roane proposed that we might have the meeting as a asocial gathering at 
Comerica Park to watch a baseball game 

iii. Ric Roane stated that his firm might have access to a suite at the ballpark 
ACTION ITEM:  Ric Roane will find out if his firm has a suite at the ballpark we could 
use for our June 14 meeting. 
e. Action Item proposed by Tim Cordes - Northern Michigan meeting 

i. Tim Cordes reported being contacted by northern attorneys who are less likely 
to travel south 

ii. Hon. Richard B. Halloran proposed a July or August meeting up north 
iii. Ric Roane proposed meeting at a resort venue like Crystal Mountain or possibly 

Traverse City for a more social “Meet and Greet” 
iv. Meet and Greet costs might come out of our Section budget 
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ACTION ITEM:  Tim Cordes will research possible up-north venues for a “Meet and 
Greet” meeting in July or August and try to develop a rough budget and report at March 
8, 2017, meeting 

3. Discussion of “push” notifications from State Bar Section page not going out to all Section 
members 

a. Tim Cordes reported that Sandi Barger, Webmaster & Digital Media Manager for the 
State Bar of Michigan, said that the best way to “push” email notifications to Section 
members was to use the “Discussion” feature of the Section webpage.  “Events” and 
“Announcements” do not generate emails to members. 

b. Ric Roane, Hon. Richard B. Halloran, and Tim Cordes have been added as 
administrators for the LGBTQA Law Section web pages and community. They now 
have access to add events to the calendar, change website content), and assist with the 
discussion and library areas. 

c. Tim Cordes said that he pasted the “Event” listing into a new “Discussion” entry, and 
then added a reply to the discussion entry with the call-in information for the February 
15, 2017, meeting. 

d. Susan Klooz and Ric Roane did not receive emails for the Discussion entry for the 
event or the reply for the telephone update 

e. Meri Anne Stowe got the event but not the telephone update 
f. All other executive council members reported receiving both emails 
g. Ric Roane noted that the Call-in number should be dedicated by the State Bar for the 

Section’s use, and the contact information should remain the same. 
ACTION ITEM:  Tim Cordes will contact the State Bar to see what can be done about 
members not receiving “push” notifications 

4. Hon. Richard B. Halloran clarified that monthly meetings are for the nine council members, 
and would be preceded by a meeting of the five members of the executive council.  While all 
general Section members are allowed to attend if they want, only council members can make 
motions or vote during the monthly meetings.  Our Section has one annual meeting specifically 
for all Section members, at the Michigan State Bar Annual Meeting. 
 
3:00 p.m. Council Meeting 

5. Welcome and roll call —Ric Roane, Chair 
6. Approval of January 4, 2017 Minutes 

a. This was accomplished through review and approval by the council members via email 
b. Ric Roane noted that the January 4, 2017 minutes and minutes from future meetings 

will be approved in similar manner and posted on the LGBTQA Section webpage to 
foster transparency and facilitate communication throughout the section 

7. Treasurer’s report – Tim Cordes, Secretary/Treasurer 
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a. Becky Weaver of the State Bar provided financial and membership reports by email for 
the period ending January 31, 2017 

b. In January 2017, the Section received net income of $180 for new membership dues 
c. Balance as of January 31, 2017 was $5,715.60 
d. Expenses included $75 on December 31, 2016 for a State Bar E Blast email to Section 

members regarding the organizational meeting in January, and $14.40 for credit card 
processing expenses for dues collected 

e. The State Bar provided a breakdown of current membership statistics as of January 30, 
2017.  Our Section currently has 181 members. 

i. 170 Active Attorneys 
ii. 11 Law Students 

iii. 129 are dues-paying members 
iv. 51 have free Section memberships 
v. 1 member remains unpaid 

f. Hon. Richard B. Halloran suggested that many of the free memberships may be senior 
attorneys 

g. Hon. Richard B. Halloran moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Lori J. Frank 
seconded, and the report was approved with no objections 
ACTION ITEM:  Tim Cordes will contact the State Bar to find out a breakdown of the 
free memberships 

8. Committee Reports: 
a. CLE Committee - Hon. Richard B. Halloran, Chair Elect 

i. Hon. Richard B. Halloran is communicating with Lisa Gehrin at ICLE 
ii. Plan is for a 45 minute program on September 28, 2017, during the Annual 

Meeting 
iii. Ric Roane stated that a tentative plan for the Annual Meeting will include a 

Business meeting to start, council nominations, then have the CLE program 
during voting, Q&A section, and announcement of election results 

iv. ICLE may be interested in a planning a separate CLE program for the entire 
State Bar next year, Annual Judges Conference may possibly yield speakers 

v. Ric Roane asked if we can get a plan together in March so we have a most of a 
year to plan for ICLE program 

b. Legislation Committee - Meri Anne Stowe 
i. Meri Anne Stowe reported that under the new administration of President 

Trump, the U.S. Justice Department has withdrawn an appeal filed during the 
previous administration of President Obama.  The appeal sought to overturn an 
injunction ordered by a Texas judge to block implementation of an Executive 
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Order mandating access to bathrooms by transgendered persons according to 
their declared gender identity. 

ii. Meri Anne will communicate with Kent Weichmann, current chair of the 
Family Law Section legislation committee, to identify areas of common interest 
where we might be able to combine resources and influence 

c. Nominations Committee – Ric Roane will investigate how we need to operate 
according to our bylaws to have a slate of nominees ready before September 

d. Publications Committee - Peter Kulas  
i. Joint Journal – Peter Kulas connected with Anthea Papista to plan for June joint 

Family Law Section issue of Bar Journal 
ii. Ric Roane emailed Anthea this afternoon about shooting for early June for e-

journal with limited print copies to coincide with Pride month (June) and the 
anniversary of the Obergefell decision  

iii. Ric Roane asked if we could have the overarching legal issues for LGBTQA 
community broken down clearly for family law practicioners 

e. Forms and Court Rules Committee – Lori J. Frank 
i. Committee has formed, with eight or nine members currently 

ii. Mike Kiehne is a member 
iii. State Bar will be setting up a committee subsection webpage 
iv. Current goal of the committee is review of forms to remove gendered sections, 

and gendered court rules 
v. Hon. Richard B. Halloran stated that the process for changing court forms is that 

recommendations will be escalated to SCAO by through Family Law Section 
contacts to existing workgroups and the SBM, the newness of our section may 
result in them forgetting to include us in regular discussions of changes.   

vi. No need for additional committee members at this time 
f. Membership and Recruiting Committee - Doug Meeks  

i. 300 members would be our goal for this year, shooting for 210 by next month, 
current members should reach out to their contacts to let them know about the 
section.  Doug has been in contact with Cooley regarding law student 
membership 

ii. Hon. Richard B. Halloran noted that Article 3 Section of our bylaws state that 
law students are not required to pay dues 

iii. Ric Roane said he was pleased to see so many law school students, asked Doug 
to plan some sort of meet and greet to more law students, and suggested that 
Section funds could be used for that purpose. 

iv. Hon. Richard B. Halloran pointed out that Steve Reinheimer is Family Law 
Section membership chair, Doug may want to contact him 
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v. Ric Roane stated that AAML meetings allow advertisers and sponsors, and we 
should look at getting a table drape and promotional items for the Section 

vi. Ric Roane stated also suggested that we might want to pay $250 for sponsorship 
at the Family Council, Family Law Institute, AAML 

vii. Peter Kulas proposed that a State Bar email E Blast might be reiterated now that 
our Section has had its organizing meeting, to let State Bar members know we 
are seeking additional members 

MOTION: Tim Cordes moved that Doug Meeks should design an E Blast to all 
Michigan State Bar members, and the Section should spend its funds on the E Blast.  
Hon. Richard B. Halloran seconded the motion. 

Voting “Aye” 
1. Ric Roane 
2. Doug Meeks  
3. Lori J. Frank 
4. Hon. Richard B. Halloran  
5. Susan Klooz 
6. Laura Volkman    
7. Peter Kulas 
8. Tim Cordes   

Meri Anne Stowe left meeting the early and was unable to vote 

  MOTION CARRIES 
viii. Hon. Richard B. Halloran noted that each Section is entitled to a 75-word 

“blurb” in each Bar Journal issue 
ACTION ITEM:  Lori J. Frank will draft a “blurb” for publication in the Bar Journal 

ix. Mark Lachey asked if Peter Kulas had planned an article for Between The Lines 
magazine yet?  

ACTION ITEM: Mark LaChey will work with Peter Kulas to get an article put 
together for Between The Lines magazine 

9. Hon. Richard B. Halloran moved to adjourn, Tim Cordes seconded 
10. Adjourn at 4:00 p.m. 


