
 

Young Audiences of New Jersey & Eastern Pennsylvania 

Reducing Chronic School Absenteeism 

 

Young Audiences of NJ & Eastern PA (YA NJ/EPA) inspires young people to expand their 
learning through the arts. They do this by bringing arts experiences by professional teaching 
artists directly to students; making the arts accessible regardless of socioeconomic background, 
geographic area, and ability. 

YA NJ/EPA is applying for a grant aimed at improving student engagement in learning through 
the reduction of chronic school absenteeism. The approach being proposed by YA NJ/EPA is to 
work with a local K-5th grade school, which has an 11 percent absenteeism rate, to introduce an 
expanded arts program that challenges the students beyond their typical classroom instruction. 
A key component of this program, and of the grant application, will be a monitoring process that 
incorporates both qualitative and quantitative topics, such as: 

 Changes in absenteeism rates at target and other area schools 

 Student academic performance at target school 

 Social and emotional state of the students 

 Assessment of teacher performance 

YA NJ/EPA would like to work with one or more Pro Bono Analytics volunteers to help 
design a monitoring system for inclusion in their grant application, which is due by April 
30, 2018. This system will use a mixture of qualitative and quantitative information to 
assess the program impact. In addition to data provided by the local school board, the 
monitoring might include periodic surveys of students, parent and/or teachers, 
conducting focus groups, mining of social media data, etc. Again, the goal of this project 
is to design, not build, an implementable and practical monitoring system. 

If YA NJ/EPA is fortunate enough to win the application, there is no commitment on behalf of the 
Pro Bono Analytics volunteer to continue with helping to implement the monitoring system; 
however, the selected volunteer will have the first option of continuing with the project if both 
they and YA NJ/EPA agree. 

If you are interested in helping YA NJ/EPA design a monitoring system aimed at improving 
student engagement through reduced chronic absenteeism at a K-5th grade school, please 
forward your CV and a brief paragraph explaining your interest and qualifications to 
probono@informs.org by March 16, 2018.  

Thank you. 

Pro Bono Analytics Committee  
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