
Chapter Meetings 2008 

The Washington Chapter IAFN held its 
Summer meeting at Northwest Hospital in 
Seattle, Washington on Saturday July 19th, 
2008.  The meeting is an opportunity to 
network and hear presentations on inter-
esting and informative topics related to 
Forensic Nursing.   

Chapter President-Elect Mary Anne 
Murray,  MSN, EdD, ARNP, SANE-A, 
APFNS-Certificate spoke on perinatal sub-
stance abuse.  Mary Anne is both compas-
sionate and passionate regarding this topic 
and treating each woman as a person, 
rather than blaming her for her addiction.  
 
In addition, a panel of SANE nurses from 
4 different programs in the Puget Sound 
area featured their programs and discussed 
differences and similarities between pro-
grams including Forensic Nurse Examiner 
services vs. traditional SANE programs.   
Panel presenters were:  Allison McNally, 
Harborview Center for Sexual Assault and 
Traumatic Stress; (continued on page 3) 
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This issue Featured Forensic Nurse (page 5) Colette Dahl, RN, LNC, a 
“real” Forensic Nurse talks about her career in Forensic Nursing and her 
role as a school nurse.     

Colette works as a SANE at the Providence Intervention Center for Assault 
and Abuse.  Her knowledge and experience with sexual assault and trauma 
informs her work as a school nurse.  In her role as a school nurse, Colette is 
able to practice primary, secondary and tertiary levels of care to prevent, rec-
ognize and attempt to mitigate the effects of abuse and violence.   

 

Interested in School Nurse Roles?  Read page 5! 

Mary Anne Murray presents  on the  

topic of Perinatal Substance Abuse 

Panel Presentation on similarities 

and differences in 4 different pro-

grams offering SANE services 

Washington Chapter IAFN 



The National leadership for IAFN has made a significant change in how chapter dues are to be collected 
and how chapter membership is determined.  In the past, chapter membership has been an optional and 
separate membership process with separate application and separate membership dues paid at the State 
level.  Many states do not have a local chapter.  For those states with a local state chapter, persons inter-
ested in chapter membership were required first to join the National organization before joining the 
chapter.  Often there are significantly more National IAFN members than Chapter members in any state.   
 

Starting with 2008 National IAFN membership, the process for chapter membership will change so that 
any person who joins IAFN pays both State and National membership dues to the National organiza-
tion.  Chapters will receive a membership stipend from the National organization for each person in their 
state.   

Thinking of becoming an IAFN and Washington Chapter Member?  Go to the website: 
www.forensicnurse.org,  
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Chapter Membership Renewal and Registration  

Forensic Nurse 

 

Board Member Elections—Request for Nominations 

The Washington Chapter IAFN 
holds board elections every Fall.  
The board is made up of 7 mem-
bers:  President, President-elect, 
Immediate Past President, Secre-
tary, Treasurer, and 2 Board mem-
ber “at-large” (advisory) positions. 
Elections are held yearly, with ro-
tating positions up for re-election, 
except for President-elect, which 
is elected every year.    

The board is seeking nominations 
for one Board-member-at-large, 
Treasurer, and President-elect.  

The Board-member-at-large posi-
tions are a 2 year commitment to 
attend board meetings and chapter 
functions and to assist with advis-
ing, guiding and serving the or-
ganization.  Treasurer is a 2 year 
commitment. The President-elect 

is a 3 year commitment involving 
rotation through board positions 
of President-elect, President and 
Immediate Past President.   

Please contact Darra Sue Moore 
darrasue@earthlink.net 

if you are interested in serving in 
one of these elected positions.   

Nominations are due by October 
1, 2008.  Information regarding 
the election and ballots will be 
sent via e-mail in November by 
Dale Fukura, Chapter President.   

 

The best part of serving on the 

board is the opportunity to 

promote Forensic Nursing in 

the State of Washington  

Upcoming Educational Events 
HARBORVIEW Center for Sexual 

Assault And Traumatic Stress Fall 

SANE 2008 Training:   
 

October 20-24, 2008  

2100 24th Ave S., Seattle Wa  

Cost: $250.00 (in-state)  $565.00 (out-of-state) 
 

Contact: hcsats.org or call 206-744-1679 

Puget Sound Chapter AALNC 2008 
Fall Conference 
 

October 3, 2008 

The Double Tree Guest Suites Seattle 

Cost:  $135 for PSAALNC members $150 non-
members 

Contact:: Email:  Amacphe104@aol.com or access reg-
istration form on website www.aalncseattle.org 
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2008 Board  
President-Elect:  MaryAnne 
Murray  maryannemur@msn.com 

 

President:  Dale Fukura  

dfukura@hotmail.com  

 

Immediate Past-President: 
Katherine Ander   

d-kander@comcast.net  

 

Secretary:   Jackie Moore  

moorej4@u.washington.edu 

 

Treasurer:   Judy Mickunas  

mickunas14@verizon.net  

 

Board Members-at-Large: 

Alison Smith forensicnurse@gmail.com  

Darra Sue Moore  

darrasue@earthlink.net 

Call for Nomina-
tions for the 2007 Washington Chapter 

The Spring Chapter Meet-
ing was held at the Shoreline 
Conference Center on the eve-
ning of April 8th, 2008.  This 
annual event is held in conjunc-
tion with the Spring Forensic 
Nursing Conference.  Each year 

Nominations for the 2008 Washington Chapter Leadership Award are 
now accepted.   

This award recognizes the significant contributions and accomplish-
ments that an individual has achieved through their work in advance-
ment of the profession of Forensic Nursing. 

Criteria: 

• The nominee is a Washington State IAFN voting member. 

• The nominee has demonstrated a commitment to the development 
of the profession of Forensic Nursing. 

• The nominee, through mentoring, community outreach, community 
liaison and leadership promotes visibility for the practice of Foren-
sic Nursing. 

• The nominee will have made a significant contribution to opening 
and advancing opportunities in Forensic Nursing through out-
standing achievements in education and/or public health, welfare 
and safety. 

Please consider nominating a co-worker or mentor.  The award will be 
presented at the 2009 January Chapter meeting.  Nominations will be 
accepted until 12-31-08.   

Please send nominations to: Washington Chapter IAFN 

PO Box 99 Toledo, Washington  98591 or 

E-mail Dale Fukura dfukura@hotmail.com 

Cheryl Killen, Tacoma General Sexual 
Assault program; Jolene Culbertson, 
Harrison Memorial Hospital Sexual As-
sault program; and Darra Sue Moore, 
Providence Intervention Center for As-
sault and Abuse.  Each program ap-
proached services for victims of sexual 
assault in unique ways. The open sharing 
of ideas was interesting and helpful, 
worth repeating in the future. 
     All who attended had a chance to 
talk, learn and come together.  The next 
chapter event will be in October 2008.  
Please consider joining your fellow Fo-
rensic Nurses. 

Chapter members gather after 
the first day of the conference to 
meet new Forensic Nurses and 
greet old friends.  It is an oppor-
tunity to become more aware of 
the wide array of forensic nurs-
ing work being done. 
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mine body mass index) and training 

of non-medical staff in toileting, 

transfers and CPR/First Aid as well 

as HIV/AIDS/STD/STI education 

for grades 5-12.  Nursing tasks are 

delegated to health attendants at 

each school for nursing tasks such as 

blood glucose monitoring and tube 

feeding.  Statistics are kept for the 

district from monitoring and track-

ing purposes.  Colette used district 

health statistics to request funding 

for special programs such as “Girls 

On The Run” which helps girls build 

self-esteem, and health habits by pre-

paring for a 5 or 10 K run. 
 

School nursing is not just about 

health screening and nursing tasks.  

Students may have severe mental 

illness like schizophrenia or depres-

sion or may be under house arrest.  

Colette interviews students who 

teachers report for signs of physical 

abuse or self cutting.  Colette evalu-

ates the injury for consistency with 

reported cause.  When talking to 

students she tells them that the in-

jury would look different if it hap-

pened the way they said.  She tells 

the student that it is safe to talk to 

her.  Colette refers to law enforce-

ment or Child Protective Services 

until the child is placed or the wel-

Colette talks about her path to Fo-

rensic Nursing and her current 

work as a school nurse. 

Colette brings her knowledge of 

sexual assault evaluation to her 

work as a school nurse. 

After a varied career as a Navy fire 

fighter, dude ranch cook, CNA and 

patient care technician Colette ob-

tained her nursing degree in 1998.  

Colette was drawn to the diversity 

of populations and work that nurs-

ing offers.  Colette became a SANE 

(sexual assault nurse examiner) 

2000; completed her school nurse 

certificate in 2002; and attained a 

master’s degree in nursing 

(education pathway) in 2007.  Also 

in 2007 Colette obtained certifica-

tion as a Career and Technical Edu-

cation teacher through Central 

Washington University satellite pro-

gram.   
 

Colette works as the only nurse for 

the Granite Falls school district 

which serves 2300 students in one 

preschool, 2 elementary schools, 1 

middle school, 1 high school, and 1 

alternative school.  Colette’s role as 

district nurse includes traditional 

health screening (vision, hearing, 

scoliosis, height and weight to deter-

fare check is done.  Colette finds that 

students will disclose abuse when 

there is a good student-teacher rela-

tionship.   

Through plays, skits and in liaison 

with local law enforcement Colette 

provides education programs on sexu-

ality, inappropriate touching and sex-

ual assault.  When/if sexual assault is 

disclosed, Colette makes referrals and 

acts as a resource.  Students know 

that Colette works at the Providence 

Intervention Center for Assault and 

Abuse so feel comfortable asking her 

questions about sexuality. In addition 

to sexuality education, Colette man-

ages education programs for the dis-

trict such as pandemic planning and 

infections disease education. Colette 

also provides annual education to the 

staff regarding mandatory reporting of 

abuse/neglect. 

According to Colette, in order to 

work as a school nurse, you must be 

resourceful and autonomous.  The 

most difficult thing is not having 

nursing peers in her day-to-day work.  

Colette gets together with other 

school nurses to share case studies 

and support.  Colette says that she 

loves school nursing as she never 

knows what the day will bring.  It is 

an opportunity to work in a true com-

munity health setting.   

 

Featured Forensic Nurse:  Colette Dahl, RN, BSN, MN, SANE, 

Certificate- School Nurse 

 

Washington Chapter IAFN Website: 

Washington Chapter IAFN now has a website:  www.waiafn.org  Special thanks goes 
to Glenn Fukura for creation of this site on behalf of the chapter.  The web site gives 
all an opportunity to contact the chapter, find out about upcoming meetings and 
events, and access past newsletters.   

This is a great advance for the chapter.  Please visit the website and contact us about 
topics of interest, or events that you think would interest our members.  The chapter  
likes to showcase different forensic nurse roles in the quarterly Newsletter.  Perhaps 
you would like to be the next Featured Forensic Nurse?   



President’s Message  

The International Association of  Forensic Nurses is a pro-
fessional association created in 1992 to develop, promote 
and disseminate information about the science of  forensic 
nursing internationally. IAFN establishes and improves 
standards of  practice and strives to foster growth and devel-
opment of  forensic nursing as an emerging area of  nursing 
expertise. The mission of  the Washington Chapter of  
IAFN is to promote and disseminate information about the 
practice of  forensic nursing in the State of  Washington and 
Northwest Region and provide opportunities to network 
with and support nurses who are functioning in forensic 
nursing roles. 

Washington Chapter IAFN 

PO Box 99 

Toledo, Washington  98591 

Washington Chapter 
IAFN 

 I am amazed at how quickly the year is moving.  I feel like I blinked and went from Christmas 
to June, although you can not tell by the weather.   Looking ahead to the last half of the year, there is 
so much that is happening and we want to share this information with you. 

 July 19th was our summer general meeting at Northwest Hospital in Seattle.  We had a very 
interesting and well received program.   We raffled off a picnic-style basket with goodies in it…
hopefully our weather will improve so it can be used. 

 It is also time to think about Board elections.  If you are interested in running for a position 
we will have openings for President-Elect and Member-at-large.  I highly recommend becoming in-
volved as it is a great way to meet people as well as have input into educational opportunities and top-
ics that affect us as forensic nurses.  If you are interested in running or finding out more information, 
please feel free to contact any current board member.  We are happy to share our information with 
you. 

 The IAFN National Assembly is in Texas this September.  I hope some of you have the op-
portunity to attend as these conferences are wonderful sources for both education and networking.   

 In October we will hold a General Meeting.  The goal of this meeting is both social and a 
chance to update those who were unable to attend the National Assembly, so please watch for infor-
mation on that.  As you can see, there is a lot happening and it should be an exciting last half of the 
year.  Have a wonderful and safe fall. 
 

Best Wishes,  Dale Fukura, President 

Phone: 425-483-5930 

E-mail:  

dfukura@hotmail.com 

Working to promote and 
disseminate information 
about the practice of 

forensic nursing in the State 
of Washington 

Organization 


