Our Trip to Montreal for 2011 EFAM

By Paula West, CPS

Imagine you are heading to a strange city to meet up with 1000-2500 people who do just what you do on a daily basis. You’re looking forward to meeting up with old friends, finding new ones, seeing what’s going on in the association, attending excellent educational workshops, and of course having fun and seeing the sights. That’s just what attending the IAAP International Education Forum and Annual Meeting (EFAM) is like.
Five of us from our chapter headed to Montreal, Canada this year for the 2011 EFAM.  You might wonder when your outbound flight there gets cancelled, but it all worked out and we eventually arrived in Montreal.  We got registered at the hotel and headed to the convention center.  Registration was a breeze and we met up with people we knew immediately.  It’s always fun to reconnect with people you haven’t seen for a year as well as all those we see regularly at Division events.  Our hotel was three blocks from the convention center, and then we walked another two blocks in the convention center just to get to the area where our event was taking place. It wasn’t bad though because the weather was beautiful. 

The business details of the event are covered in Mary’s delegate report, but I wanted to share some of the fun stuff.  We took lots and lots of pictures, which we will share through various means such as our newsletter, website, and during chapter meetings. 

The Parade of Nations is something to see, as they parade the national flags from the various countries across the stage and line them up on each side of the stage. Some of the volunteers come dressed in their countries’ costumes. That was followed by the Canadian Mounties and a bagpipe bringing in the U.S. and Canadian flags. What a way to start a week of meetings and workshops. And then, there were those two brand new Harley Davidson motorcycles on the stage (Mary Ramsey-Drow works for Harley Davidson).
The first fun event was the Evening of Welcome. This is a time to meet, greet, dance, and have fun. Our International Board made a grand entrance into the area by dancing down the escalator from an upper floor. I don’t remember what song it was too, but everyone was really into it. Mary, Patty, Vicki, Brenda, and I got our picture taken the some Canadian Mounties who spent the entire evening just posing for pictures with the various groups. What a fine time, plus all of us received a souvenir wine glass with a complementary glass of wine. 

Of course, our keynote speakers (Clinton Kelly of What Not to Wear and Sam Glenn) were both dynamic and hilarious and kept us in tears as they shared what it takes to look your best and feel your best.  I believe there is more about them elsewhere in the newsletter. 
We had 45 members from Missouri Division attend EFAM, and most of us gathered one evening for the Missouri Division Dinner at a French restaurant by the name of Beaver Hill. The food was very good, and the service was outstanding.  Again, a really fun time connecting with those members you only see a couple times a year.
The banquet went very well. Of course, we all get dressed up and take lots more pictures. The food was very good, and we got to listen to Tamra Goodall’s Incoming Presidents Speech when we learned the theme for this coming year. 

Following the leadership workshop that Thursday morning, the event came to an end. Unfortunately, Patty and Brenda had to get back to St. Louis. But, Mary, Vicki, and I stayed through Sunday and took in the sights.  On Friday, we took a Grey Line tour to the Laurentian Mountains that included a boat ride on Sandy Lake and lunch in a small town in the mountains. All in all, a beautiful day. On Saturday, we took another Grey Line tour. This one was riding atop a double decker bus throughout the City of Montreal, which was extremely interesting, and a boat ride on the St. Lawrence River.  And, again, we had another wonderful day.  
Montreal has a complete underground network of shops, food courts, offices, etc.  that connect a lot of the hotels with the various convention centers and other locations. We understood it took about an hour to talk all the way around it, but it was only a 10-minute walk direct to the convention center from our hotel. I took it once just to see where it came out in the convention center from the hotel if we needed it because of weather. It was created initially for the 1976 Olympics that were held there, and all the dirt that was taken out formed the big island on the St. Lawrence River where the Olympics occurred. It is still used today for various sporting and entertainment events. 

Well, I think that pretty much covers Montreal and the fun stuff. Mary, Vicki, and I came home on Sunday ready to get back to work.

Happily submitted,

Paula West, CPS

