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NOTE:  Throughout this message, we refer to information available in the IAAP Web Community and provide links to specific areas and documents.  You should login often to the International Website at: http://community.iaap-hq.org/ and to the Division Website at: http://www.iaap-ao.org/ for access to all information.


What a great time of year!  Driving in the evenings seeing all the houses lit for the holiday season, attending many parties or gathering with friends and family, it just does not get better than this.  At this time of year many of us reflect on our accomplishments or are still trying to reach that milestone before the end of the year.  Be proud of all your accomplishments big or small.  For those that seem bigger than you, they can be accomplished; it just may take a little longer and may need to be accomplished in sections.  Like eating a frog or even a yummy elephant, we do it one bite at a time. For many becoming certified is a goal, that is one that takes commitment and determination.  You can’t build a home overnight; you need a foundation, and then lay brick by brick finally adding a roof to make a home.  As we reflect, please remember you are important to the division.  We appreciate all our members and what they do for the division and chapters.  We need to remember to stay involved with our meetings.  Many have taken on the role of leader and need the support of members.  



Pathways to Excellence
To qualify for International and Division Chapter of Excellence for 2011-2012, the second criteria is due no later than December 31st.  Chapters must submit their 2011-2012 budget and annual financial review report to their chapter members with a copy to Cheryl Cook, CAP-OM by the above deadline.  For those chapters who have already emailed members and President-Elect Cook – Congratulations!  Your chapter is on the path to becoming a Chapter of Excellence.  Please remember that all 8 of the criteria are mandatory to receive this honor.  

For information explaining the International Chapter and Member of Excellence requirements, click here http://pathways.iaap-hq.org/Home/ or go to http://iaap-ao.org for information on the Division Chapter and Member of Excellence requirements.  Cheryl Cook, CAP-OM-, is the Division Pathways to Excellence Chair and she can be contacted at cookcj@oge.com for more information.  



International EFAM
Be sure to mark your calendars for July 21-25, 2012 for EFAM in Grapevine, Texas.  How exciting to have EFAM in our back yard (so to speak). Hotel reservations can be made now using the following link: http://www.iaap-hq.org/events.  Did anyone notice the date change above?  President Hunsaker and President-Elect Cook participated on the Southwest District Presidents Conference Call in November with Director Gray and heard about some changes for the 2012 event.  As always they are listening to members to make the event more impactful and meet our needs.  EFAM will begin the afternoon of Saturday, July 21st.  There will be a delegates briefing session and the district caucuses will be held as well.  Business meetings will be condensed with the installation of officers being done at the Banquet on Wednesday evening.  There will be more educational sessions available and the Office Expo will be an entire day with no other events planned at that time.  They will include the product sessions at the Expo like they did last year.  Please see below the scholarship opportunities for EFAM as the deadline is approaching fast.  



Research & Education Foundation:  Scholarships available for EFAM
The Research and Educational Foundation wants to help you grow your career!  We're going to do that with the R&E's new 2012 EFAM Scholarship Program. The program helps cover the cost of attendance for temporarily unemployed admins or those who have never been to EFAM before. It's part of the foundation's commitment to helping admins reach and maintain their professional edge. Scholarship applications will be accepted starting Oct. 1, 2011 through Jan. 31, 2012.

Visit the updated R&E Web page to learn more about the EFAM scholarships, the foundation and how to help the R&E reach its goals. The page includes an FAQ about the R&E, PowerPoint presentation and script, scholarship information and donation forms. It's the go-to source for the R&E.

Please join the R&E as we advance the careers of administrative professionals.



2012 Division Annual Meeting
Before attending EFAM, be sure to attend the 2012 Division Annual Meeting.  We are going to Rock Around the Clock in Little Rock, June 8-10, 2012.    We are now able to reserve sleeping rooms online.  The link is attached for your convenience.  http://hiltongardeninn.hilton.com/en/gi/groups/personalized/L/LITNLGI-PBA-20120607/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG
The Central Arkansas Chapter is working to make this the best annual meeting yet.  Hope to see everyone there.  Please check the A-O Website frequently for additional information.



IAAP Headquarters
IAAP headquarters will be closed December 24th through January 1st to celebrate the holiday season.  To ensure the processing of your applications before we close for the holiday break, we will need to receive everything by Wednesday, December 21st.  Anything received after that date may not be processed until January.

We want to wish you and your family the best for the holiday season and a wonderful 2012!
Best Regards, IAAP Membership Department





In Closing
Remember to do something remarkable every day and have a happy holiday season.

Please travel safe if you are out and about this holiday season and






FROM YOUR A-O DIVISION OFFICERS
President Michelle Hunsaker, Benton County Chapter
President-Elect Cheryl Cook, CAP-OM, Oklahoma City Chapter
Vice President Teresa Tidwell, CAP-OM, Central Arkansas Chapter
Secretary Wanda Perry, CAP-OM, Central Arkansas Chapter
Treasurer Lacey Courtney, CAP-OM, American Fidelity Chapter
