9-30-09

Hello Ladies!  Below is your latest Member Message from the Arkansas-Oklahoma Board.  Should you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact me!

 

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2009 MEMBER MESSAGE
It’s hard to believe that Fall has arrived, football season has kicked off, and we are already nearing the end of the First Quarter of the 2009-2010 “Power of Commitment” year!  We hope each of you have committed to make the 2009-2010 “Power of Commitment” year a successful one for you!

Membership Report
As of September 23, 2009, the A-O Division has 309 members.  The latest news from Headquarters is that the Membership reports structure is still under construction.  In the meantime, we can continue to work hard to recruit new members and retain our present members.

Education Conference

Thank you members for making the 2009 Education Leadership Conference the largest attended conference in recent history!  A total of 59 members joined us at the Hampton Inn in Van Buren, AR on Saturday, August 22.  Your Division Officers were excited to provide a day of education and networking to our members at no cost.  For those of you who were not able to attend, handouts and presentations that were covered at the Education Conference can be found on the Division’s website by clicking on the “Professional Resources” tab on the top menu bar.  This will take you to the document library, where you will need to then click on the “Arkansas-Oklahoma Division” link.  The handouts and presentations can be found in the A-O 2009 Education Leadership Conference Library.  PLEASE NOTE:  Members of A-O Division must first log-in to the Web Community (www.iaap-ao.org) to access the information posted in the Arkansas-Oklahoma Division library.

For those members who attended the Education Leadership Conference and completed the survey, we appreciate your feedback.  We are summarizing the evaluations and feedback provided and will post the results on the website no later than October 9.  You will be able to find the summary of the survey by clicking on the “For A-O Members” tab at the top of the menu and then selecting “Education Conference”.

The 2009-2010 A-O Division Membership Awards and criteria were also announced at the Education Leadership Workshop.  This information can be found by clicking on the “For A-O Members” tab at the top of the menu and then selecting “Membership Awards”. 

Member of Excellence

Have you committed to become a Member of Excellence this year?  If so, have you signed your Member of Excellence Commitment Form?  If not, you can go to the website community (www.iaap-hq.org) to access the form.  Once you log-in, click on the “Member Resources” link and then the “Looking for the Pathways to Excellence” link.  Once there, you will find another link for the Commitment Form as well as a list of the criteria you will need to meet to become a Member of Excellence.

We also want to remind you that you can also become a Division Member of Excellence, which is separate and apart from the Headquarters Member of Excellence and Pathways to Excellence Program.  For more information and a list of the criteria to meet to become a Division Member of Excellence, please go to the “Pathways to Excellence (A-O) link on the Division’s website.

In order to encourage a higher percentage of participation in the Member of Excellence at the Division level, your A-O Division Board has decided to issue a challenge to all our members, with “bragging rights” being on the line.  Will a larger percentage of Arkansas members or Oklahoma members become a 2009-2010 A-O Division Member of Excellence?  The winning state will be announced at the beginning of the 2010 Annual Meeting (or prior to, if possible) and the winning state will have the entire weekend to “brag”.  The winning state will also be recognized at our Annual Meeting  Awards Banquet.  And, if members wish to suggest other ideas for the Board to consider in recognizing the winning state during Annual Meeting, we are open to all suggestions!  (Because we have more Oklahoma Chapters than Arkansas Chapters, this “challenge” will be based on percentage of members from each state, based on membership numbers as of May 31, 2010.)

Lastly, your A-O Division Officers would like to challenge those of you who participate in the 2009-2010 Division Member of Excellence to also participate in the Member of Excellence at the International level as well.  Chances are, if you participate at both levels, you will be successful in achieving Member of Excellence status at both the Division level and the International level.

2009 International Education Forum and Annual Meeting

 The 2009 EFAM Meeting is already almost nothing more than a distant memory.  However, the A-O Division was well represented, with 19 members in attendance, and every A-O member in attendance also went to Hell…Hell’s Kitchen, that is, for our A-O Division Dinner.  We even shared live updates for all our members directly from Minneapolis via the web community (you can still access these updates by going to the “For A-O Members” link on our website and clicking on the “Live from Minneapolis” link.)    Division President Marsha Bryan CPS/CAP has provided her Delegate's Report from the 2009 EFAM on our website for your review. You will find it in the section named "For A-O Members" under the Division Documents link. It is named "Delegate's Report 2009 EFAM."
IAAP Award for Excellence

It is already time for Chapters to begin submitting their nominations for the IAAP Award for Excellence.  This award was created in 1992 to recognize an employer organization that has established policies and programs to encourage and support the advancement and effectiveness of administrative professionals.  If you are thinking, “Isn’t it too early to submit nominations?”, well, changes to this Award were made this year, including an earlier submission date of  December 10, 2009 and the announcement of the winners during the 2010 Administrative Professionals week.  While the notification of the winners will be made to the Award for Excellence recipients and nominating Chapter Presidents in February 2010, the actual presentation of the award will continue to be presented during the Evening Banquet at EFAM.  The change is being made so that the winners can now be announced as part of the IAAP Administrative Professionals Week publicity.  The IAAP Certification Department staff will also assist the winning companies in releasing information to the media.  This is a great opportunity for recognition of our employer organizations that support our membership in this great association.  If your employer supports your membership in IAAP, please consider nominating them for this prestigious award.  The Award for Excellence Guidelines and Nominations Submission Form can be found in the Newsroom section of the IAAP website community (www.iaap-hq.org), under Awards > Award for Excellence.

2009 Certification Conference:  Sharp Skills in Tough Times
Registration is still open for the 2009 Certification Conference to be held October 18-21 in Portland, OR.  Registration fees are $605 for IAAP members and hotel reservations can be made at the Marriott Waterfront by calling 800/228-9290.  Active CPS and CAP holders who attend the entire conference will receive 15 recertification points.

2010 Education Forum and Annual Meeting

It’s not too early to begin making plans to attend the 2010 Education Forum and Annual Meeting in Boston, MA from July 18-21, 2010.  For the first time in recent memory, IAAP is offering a special deal to help members who want to attend the 2010 EFAM by securing a limited number of packages offering members 10% off their conference registration and 10% off their hotel stay at the Sheraton Boston when members pre-pay both by December 15.  This is an excellent opportunity for Chapters to save money if your Chapter pays for its Delegate or Delegate and Alternate to attend.  For the Hotel/Registration Package and Form, go to http://www.iaap-hq.org/events/convention/2010_earlyform.pdf.

Even if you are not able to take advantage of this opportunity, members can still reserve a room at the regular group rate at either the Sheraton Boston Hotel or the Boston Marriott Copley Place Hotel.  The room rate for the Sheraton Boston Hotel for single/double occupancy is $179 per night, plus taxes.  You may make your room reservation by calling 800/325-3535.  Let them know you are with the 2010 IAAP International Education Forum and Annual Meeting.  The room rate for the Boston Marriott Copley Place Hotel for single/double occupancy is $182 per night, plus taxes.  To book your room over the internet, go to www.marriott.com/bosco and expand the button labeled “Special Rates and Awards”(on the right side in the gray box).  In the box labeled “Group Code”, enter one of the following codes:

IAPIAPA - $182 – Single/Double occupancy

IAPIAPB - $202 – Triple occupancy

IAPIAPC - $222 – Quad occupancy

You may also call 800/228-9290 to reserve your room using the group codes above.

Bosses Day
Bosses Day is quickly approaching.  The special day set aside for our bosses is October 16.  Is your Chapter planning a celebration or special event to honor your boss?  If so, please share that information with your Division Board contact so we can share your Chapter’s celebration or special event with your fellow A-O Division members.

2010 Annual Meeting
The Oklahoma City Chapter will host the 2010 A-O Division Annual Meeting at the Skirvin Hilton in downtown Oklahoma City on June 25-27, 2010. Negotiated room rates are $149 per night, and that rate is valid for our meeting attendees from June 21 through June 28, 2010. Call the Skirvin Hilton at 405/272-3040 or go online to the Hilton website (www1.hilton.com) and use reservation code IAA.

We are excited about holding our Annual Meeting at this beautiful, recently renovated, historic hotel in downtown Oklahoma City where the Bricktown Entertainment District awaits you just mere blocks away. Plan to attend now! You will not want to miss this meeting!

Also, don’t miss the posts to the A-O Division website every month, until Annual Meeting, where you will find an advertisement of things to see and do while in Oklahoma City.  In August, a link was provided for you to acquire information about the Oklahoma City area.  (If you missed it, the link was http://www.bricktownokc.com/.)  This month, you can read about the history of the Skirvin Hotel.

Should you have specific questions regarding the 2010 A-O Division Annual Meeting, you may contact Meeting Coordinator Teresa Flurry directly by emailing her at Teresa.Flurry@okdhs.org.

Question of the Month
Don’t forget to answer this month’s Question of the Month, which can be found on the A-O Division website (www.iaap-ao.org) by going to the “For A-O Members” link and clicking on the “Question of the Month” link.  Remember, each correct answer you provide gives you 1 point in your quest to become a Division Member of Excellence.

A-O Division News
We are pleased to announce that your A-O Division Officers have been invited to Ada, OK on October 27 to meet with admins who work for the Chickasaw Tribe and discuss the benefits of IAAP with them.  We are hopeful that this will result in the chartering of a new Chapter in the Arkansas-Oklahoma Division.  We will keep you updated with our progress.  Many thanks go out to Janet Griebel CPS CTM who initiated contacted with an admin in Ada many months ago and has continued to work on getting us to this point!

In Closing

We hope this Member Message has been informative and useful to you. This is YOUR Division, and YOUR Division Officers are here to serve YOU! We welcome feedback of any kind, and we love hearing from our Members, so please, let us hear from you!

President Marsha Bryan CPS/CAP, American Fidelity Chapter (marsha.bryan@af-group.com)

President-Elect Cheryl Cook CPS/CAP, Oklahoma City Chapter (cookcj@oge.com)

Vice President Sandy Tabio, Tulsa Chapter (sandytabio@aol.com)

Secretary Teresa Tidwell CAP, Central Arkansas Chapter (tltidwell@arkbluecross.com)

Treasurer Donna Nerio, Will Rogers Chapter (dlnerio@cox.net)
 

 

Marsha Bryan

Paralegal
American Fidelity Corporation Law Dept.
2000 Classen Blvd. - 7 North
P.O. Box 25523
Oklahoma City, OK  73125
(405) 523-5036
(405) 416-7879 (Fax)
marsha.bryan@af-group.com
Boomer Sooner!

 

A-O Division President/IAAP

