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In the spring of 2010 at the Incoming Division Presidents Conference in Kansas City, International President Mary Ramsay-Drow, CPS/CAP, challenged each of the soon to be Division Presidents to show “Passion and Purpose” this year as we made plans for our term as president.  At the annual meeting last year in Amarillo, I challenged each of the division members to “Make a Difference” by sharing their “Passion and Purpose” with others. I believe the Texas-Louisiana Division has definitely made a difference this year.
The Pathways to Excellence program has encouraged and inspired members to become more involved in IAAP and within their chapters. Criteria for the “Member of Excellence” set the stage for members to advance their administrative skills and become an active member and gain leverage to advance their careers. Last year, we had 142 members achieve the Member of Excellence award and 21 Chapters achieved the Chapter of Excellence Award.  Your division has achieved Division of Excellence for 2008-2009 and 2009-2010 and will be completing the division online form before the deadline and become a Division of Excellence for 2010-2011!
We installed one new chapter this year, Brazoria County Chapter in Lake Jackson, Texas sponsored by Clear Lake/NASA Area Chapter and one new student chapter Louisiana Technical College-Oakdale, sponsored by the LaPine Chapter. 
It was my honor to attend the 2010 International Education Forum and Annual Meeting in Boston, Massachusetts, as your Delegate and Carla Flowers, CPS/CAP, attended as your Alternate.  We hosted a Southwest District Dinner in Boston at Maggiano’s Italian Restaurant that was attended by five of the seven divisions in the district. This was such a great networking opportunity for all of us. The International Education Forum and Annual Meeting will be held in Montreal, Canada this year in July.  I certainly hope all of you are planning to attend this year. But if you are not able to attend this year in Montreal, remember that 2012 will be held in Grapevine, Texas, so this will be a lot closer for all of us to travel.
This year, the Division officers have made or will have made 57 chapter visits.  We have also attended numerous seminars, anniversary celebrations, and APW events. The division board made presentations outlining the benefits of IAAP to three companies.  Please remember the entire Board is available throughout the year to all chapters or companies to present a program and leadership workshop at no cost to the chapters.
The Division Board offered seven Passion and Purpose Leadership Training sessions this year. One was held in Amarillo, Arlington, Dallas, Houston, New Orleans, San Antonio, and Tyler.  These training sessions were well attended and the evaluations received were extremely positive.  If you have not attended one of these sessions this year, there will be one held June 11 in Tyler. These training sessions will be offered again next year and I hope all chapter officers and those who might want to be a chapter officer will make plans to attend one of these training sessions.  
Your Division Board has tried throughout the year to help chapters and members achieve excellence.  We decided this year to honor all of our members that achieved the Member of Excellence award, also those that achieved their certification and those that recertified. We also recognized the chapters for their community service involvement.
This year, we had twenty nine chapters submit their applications for the Avery Dennison Chapter Great Results Award. The division also submitted an application for the Division Great Results Award.
Following the November 2010 certification exams, Texas was named the number two of the top ten states for CPS holders with a total of 2,353, and number one in the top ten states for CAP holders with a total of 556.  Grand total for the association is 26,874 active CPS holders and 4,982 active CAP holders.

At tonight’s Awards Banquet, Division recognition awards of $100 will be given to the chapters that had the highest net increase in membership in their category. We also had four division presidents judge the chapter newsletters and four different  division presidents judge the websites. This was very exciting getting other divisions involved. Be sure to arrive early tonight for pictures and networking opportunities.
As we approach the last months of this IAAP year, I encourage you to keep your list of goals that you made at the beginning of the year handy, because I know you will have reached all of them by the end of the year.  
This has been an amazing year with lots of learning opportunities around every corner. I have depended a lot on my division officers this year and what a team they have been. I never could have made it through this year without their help and encouragement. Also all of the accomplishments that we have had this year as a division could not have been possible without all of our members and your “Passion and Purpose”. Thanks for such an outstanding year.
Thank you for a fantastic year!

