IAAP Big D Chapter has proudly recognizes the Pegasus as a symbol of the great city of Dallas.  The below article describes the history of the Dallas Pegasus.
Dallas landmarks: Flying Red Horse Pegasus

By Leslie Wagner
Dallas History Examiner

[image: image1.png]



I lived in Dallas as a child in the late 1950s and my family considered it their hometown. But we spent many years away from Dallas because my father served in the U.S. Armed Forces. Prior to moving the family for an overseas assignment in 1960, we were headed back to Dallas to visit relatives and in sight of the Dallas skyline when the car ran out of gas. It was late on a summer night, so my dad took the long walk to the nearest open gas station. The rest of us stayed in the car with nothing else to do but gaze at that wonderful skyline dominated by the glow of the Flying Red Horse as it slowly spun atop the Magnolia Building.
 

The Magnolia Building itself stands at the northeast corner of Commerce and Akard Streets. Completed in 1922 to house the Magnolia Petroleum Company, it was considered one of the tallest buildings west of the Mississippi River, giving it prominence in the developing Dallas skyline. In 1934, the Magnolia Company mounted its trademark Flying Red Horse, Pegasus, on a 50 foot tower with a rotating mechanism atop the Magnolia Building for the annual meeting of the American Petroleum Institute. Red neon lights outlined the details on both sides of the Flying Red Horse silhouette measuring at least 30 feet in height and more than 40 feet in width.

  

When the Magnolia Company merged with Socony Mobil in 1959, the Flying Red Horse became the symbol for the new Mobil Oil Company and was incorporated into the signage of its gas stations across the nation. Mobil Oil sold the Magnolia Building in 1976, but the Flying Red Horse remained atop the building. Over the years, the original Pegasus began to show its age as it stopped revolving in the 1970s and in 1997, it was no longer lit at night. But because the Flying Red Horse had become synonymous with the Dallas skyline, Pegasus was constructed anew and back in operation in time to welcome the 21st century. 
 

The Flying Red Horse no longer stands out so easily in the Dallas skyline, now surrounded by far taller structures. Whenever I’m driving through Dallas at night, however, I still hope for a glimpse of the new, yet familiar Pegasus. I can most easily catch a peek of its red glow between buildings when I am southwest of the downtown area, and if I'm not behind the wheel, near the winding canyon where Interstates 30 and 35 E merge and split apart again.
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