What did you miss at the February 2012 meeting of the IAAP Toronto Chapter?
For starters, you missed an adorable plush toy goat (Gund brand) greeting you at your place setting.  
Every month, the meeting chair calls out the names of members who are celebrating anniversaries.  At the February 2012 meeting, everyone was in for a treat.  Co-President Josephine Roman chaired the meeting ... and it so happened she celebrated her 40th - fortieth - anniversary.  Just as she was about to read out her own name - they go in numerical order - Co-President Sherrie Machan stepped up, shooed Josie aside, and proceeded to read a tribute to Josie's 40 years of service that had the audience dropping jaws.  She never makes any deal about it, but Josie represents a boatload of achievements and contributions to IAAP!  Sherrie presented a chilled bouquet of white roses to Josie during the rousing applause (paid for by member donations organized by our treasurer Deborah Goss).  Congratulations to "an embodiment of the best an IAAP member can be".
John Osborne of Wise Advisory Group then focused our attention on the questions associated with retirement savings:  Do you know where your money is coming from?  Do you know how much you need?  Have you worked on the factors you CAN control, such as critical illness insurance?  Who do you want making decisions about your money?  It was very quiet in the room; everyone paid attention while John outlined the kinds of questions we should all be asking ourselves.  No surprise that members of the audience have already made appointments to see John for a retirement savings checkup.  
Our Chapter welcomed Richard DeBiasio representing Telus Mobility, our latest associate member.  Richard gave an overview of the Telus Mobility services, stressing the customer oriented approach and tailored solutions.  He then presented a generous gift of a cell phone and a Bluetooth headset to the lucky door prize winners.  The Chapter is proud indeed to be building its roster of business partners with a company such as Telus Mobility.  Aha, the much-welcomed toy goats were from Richard!
The speaker for the evening was Connie Crosby, a social networking expert, former law librarian, and sought-after consultant.  Connie took us on an entertaining high-speed tour of social networking tools and their associated benefits and pitfalls.  Particularly appropriate for our group was her focus on guidelines for using social media to monitor what is being said about our employers and for avoiding untoward public exposure in personal fora such as Facebook.  We came away with a new appreciation for the power of "buzz" and realized how in the new world of instant communication, it is our responsibility to take seriously the management of our professional and personal presences online.  Again, you could have heard a pin drop as the audience members were taking notes.  It's a given that Connie will be asked back - there is so much more to discuss!  
As always, the evening ended all too soon.
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