Retirement Trust Foundation (RTF) News

November brings a shift in many of us toward preparations—preparations for the upcoming winter weather, holiday season, and other year-end activities.
In addition to making preparations, IAAP members also celebrate November. Yes, November is Trust month! November is one of the two months in the year in which there is a major focus on the Retirement Trust Foundation—its purposes and benefits, along with supporting a myriad fundraising efforts undertaken on behalf of the Trust throughout our membership.

The new mission statement of the Retirement Trust Foundation (or “RTF” or “Trust”) is, “To provide assistance for housing to Administrative Professionals, age 55 and older, who are in need.” It is a succinct, focused mission statement; one that is relevant to many who are struggling financially in these challenging economic times.
As you know, our association is unique in that we support our own retirement center for retired administrative professionals. In addition to that retirement center, however, the Trust (a 501(c)3 charitable organization) provides financial assistance to admins, age 55 and older, who live in a retirement center anywhere in the United States or Canada and meet the financial requirements.
This is a great time to include the Trust in our year-end preparations. Consider:
· Family of Givers: This outstanding program offers recognition while providing a tax benefit. Annual cumulative contributions are recognized (at your discretion) as you reach different levels: Sustaining ($100 to $499), Leadership ($500 to $999), and Pacesetter ($1,000 and up). During this time when people are reviewing their finances for year-end tax considerations, the Family of Givers program provides a wonderful opportunity to benefit those in need while providing tax benefits to you, too. 
· Holiday cards: The Trust offers beautiful cards that are appropriate for your office, your family and friends, and your IAAP network—board members, committee chairs, associate members, and guests.

· Pins: The Trust’s annual pin makes a wonderful gift—again for board or committee members, friends—or even for a chapter speaker!
· Patio Paver: The Patio Paver Program continues its popularity. Consider a contribution of a patio paver that will beautify the grounds at Rio Rancho while recognizing a special someone or marking a milestone.

As you can see, there are a number of ways you can support the work of this important Foundation—and it’s easy. Contact your chapter’s RTF chair or go online at www.iaap-rtf.org for details. You can also contact Division RTF chair Denise Haselhuhn at dohaselhuhn@dow.com or me at kohnk@oakgov.com.
Yours in service,

Karen S. Kohn CPS/CAP

RTF Committee, Great Lakes District
