
Master Page (Page Layout) Design Guidelines 
The following pages illustrate the layout that a website running on Connected Community should generally follow.  The sizes used 
in these illustrations represent the best practices that we have established after designing over 100 websites for out platform.  
The illustrations also show the functional elements available to be used in your site design. 

Design Requirements 
This document really just represents guidelines.  The closer that they are followed, the more optimized the site will be. However, 
only the following are set in stone: 

1. The page width must be 984 pixels, including any borders, margins, or padding. 
2. There must be a place for primary navigation.  Typically this is a navigation bar near the top of the page. 
3. There must be a place for the Content Area with a minimum of 640 pixels in width. 

Design Elements 
The following elements are available to be used in the design.  All except the primary navigation and content area are optional. 

Common to all pages 
1. Logo – A place to display the organization’s logo.  The logo typically links back to the site’s home page. The logo can be 

changed from the Microsites administration section. 
2. Slogan – A text phrase shown in the header.  Editable from the Microsites administration section. 
3. Auxiliary Navigation – Less important navigation that typically appears in the upper right hand corner.   Editable from the 

Microsites administration section. 
4. Welcome Box – A control that prompts the user to login if they have not already, and welcomes them once they have. 
5. Primary Navigation – The main navigation of the site.  Normally the most important 6 to 8 sections of the site.   Editable 

from the Microsites administration section. 
6. Site Search – A full site search box and button. 
7. Top Banner Ads – Banner Ads that appear above the content area.  Ads may be added or modified from the Microsites 

administration section. 
8. Content Area – The part of the page where the real content of the page will show.  Controlled by Microsites. 
9. Bottom Banner Ads – Banner Ads that appear below the content area.  Ads may be added or modified from the Microsites 

administration section. 
10. Footer Area – A section that appears at the bottom of the page. 
11. Bottom Navigation – Navigation that appears in the footer area.  Typically legal items like the Privacy Policy or Terms and 

Conditions.   Editable from the Microsites administration section. 
12. Copyright Notice – The copyright notice for the site.  Editable from the Microsites administration section. 

Additional elements on interior pages (pages other than the home page) 
1. Section Title – The title of the primary navigation item that is selected.  The title of the “section” of the website. 
2. Secondary Navigation – The child navigation of the selected primary navigation.  I.e., the navigation items within a section 

of the site. 
3. Left Banner Ads – Banner Ads that appear to the left of content area.  Typically below the secondary navigation.  Ads may 

be added or modified from the Microsites administration section. 
4. Bread Crumbs – Links that show the user where they are in the site, from the Home page down to the current page. 
5. Page Title – The title of the page the user is viewing.  This is typically the same as the selected navigation item. 
6. Right Banner Ads – Banner Ads that appear to the right of the content area.  Ads may be added or modified from the 

Microsites administration section. 
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