
  Dynamic Iceland  
FIELD EXPERIENCE

The Geological Society of America’s

Experience the excitement and wonder of volcanoes 
and glaciers on a mid-ocean ridge!

Itinerary is designed for college faculty, school teachers and laypersons inter-
ested in the Earth!

 July 27 Aug 7, 2014
(12 days, 11 nights)

This amazing field trip will allow you to experience first-hand the amazing 
geology and culture of Iceland.   A land of so many contrasts, Iceland can 
provide you with field experiences unlike any other place on Earth.  See 
amazing lava flows, glaciers, waterfalls, geysers and so much more.  Visit 
classic sites such as Þingvellir, Eyjafjallajökull 2010 eruption impact, 
Vatnajökull Ice Cap and outburst floods, 
classic lava flows, Askja (fresh caldera), 
coastal dynamics, and sites of cultural 
significance.

US$3,950
(GSA Members/Partners $3850)

Prince does not include airfares to/from Iceland.  
All breakfasts and 80% of lunches are included.
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Day 1 (Sunday, July 27) - Flight arrival. Individuals instructed to take Fly Bus to group lodging (snack/ coffee); get 
acquainted; free time in Reykjavik p. m. - orientation meeting. Overnight in Reykjajvik. Dinner on your own 
Day 2 (Monday, July 28) - Golden Circle (Þingvellir NP, Geysir, and Gullfoss); onsite geologic discussionso; picnic 
lunch; Overnight in Selfoss. Dinner on your own.
Day 3 (Tuesday, July 29) - Gigjokull (Eyjafjallajökull eruption outburst flood site); impact of flood on terrain; Picnic 
lunch; Sólheimajökulll (outlet glacier of Myrdalsjökulll Icecap) and Katla volcano; plus Dyrhoólaey (puffins, guille-
mots, lava flows and sea stacks) if time permits. Overnight in Vik. Dinner at hotel or in Vik. 
Day 4 (Wednesday, July 30) - Laki fissure & craters; Picnic lunch. Overnight in Kirkjabaejarklaustur. Dinner (TBA) 
Day 5 (Thursday, July 31) - Skeiðará River and Skeiðarárjökull; Vatnajökulll Icecap; impact of surge and 1996 out-
burst. Haóldukvísl. Picnic lunch. Skaftafell NP; hike to Skaftafell Glacier terminus. Jökulsárlón NP (glacier lagoon); 
possible Zodiac ride around icebergs (on their own; time permitting). Overnight in Hofn. Dinner on your own 
Day 6 (Friday, August 1) - Views of coastal processes, high dry desert terrain. Picnic lunch. Namafjall geothermal 
area; Jarðbödin Nature Bath – reward for long bus ride (on their own); Myvatn Lake and lava flow trails. Overnight 
in Myvatn. Dinner (TBA) 
Day 7 (Saturday, August 2) -  Askja Crater (newly formed caldera); special charter bus (full day). Picnic lunch. 
Overnight in Myvatn Dinner (TBA) 
Day 8 (Sunday, August 3) - Jökulsárgljufur NP (Dittifoss waterfalls & flood scoured terrain); Asbyrgi (abandoned 
cataract) Visitor Center; rare Pliocene bivalue fossil units in bluff north of Husavik; Godafoss waterfalls. Overnight 
in Akureyri. Dinner on your own.
Day 9 (Monday, August 4) - Northern fjord coast (street time in Siglufjörður; Herring Museum on their own). Lunch 
on your own. Holar (Viking archeology site). Overnight in Varmahlið. Dinner (TBA) 
Day 10 (Tuesday, August 5) - Glaumbaer Farm Museum. Picnic lunch. Home of Eric the Red. Overnight in Styk-
kishólmur. Dinner (TBA) 
Day 11 (Wednesday, August 6) - Coast route around Snæfellsjökull (dike swarm, collapsed lavaflows and tubes; 
coastal stacks & cliffs,  walk to Golden Sand beach; Lóndrangar sea cliff (Malarrif lighthouse). Picnic lunch. Visitor 
Center. Overnight in Borgarnes. Dinner on your own 
Day 12 (Thursday, August 7) - Hellisheiði Geothermal plant. Picnic lunch. Free time in Reykjavik. Transport to 
airport for p.m. departure.

* subject to change at any time

Trip ITINERARY*

Trip Details (the fine print)
• Accommodation is shared rooms in hotels.  Unless nominated, we will pair participants off to share rooms. Single 

supplement is $875 pp.
• Price does not include flights to and from Reykjavik, shuttle to and from airport in Iceland and some meals.  Esti-

mated additional costs around US$350.
• Breakfasts and 80% of lunchs ARE included.
• Be aware that this trip involves some hiking/walking. You should be moderately fit and have no medical condition 

that precludes you from participating.  Be aware that at times we will be in areas with high sulfur content which can 
trigger asthmatic and other responses.

Got questions?   Email trip leader Jay Fleisher, on fleishpj@oneonta.edu

Price
US$3950 

(GSA Members and their spouse/partners US$3850)
     US$400 Deposit is required with registration.  See the refund policy details on form.

www.geoventures.org



Leader - Dr. P. Jay Fleisher, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus, Earth Sciences Depart, SU-
NY-College at Oneonta, Oneonta, NY 13820; 607-286-7541; fleishpj@oneonta.edu
Jay has conducted field research at Bering Glacier, Alaska for more than 2 
decades and is past Director of the Juneau Icefield Research Program. Since the 
early 1970’s, he has organized and led dozens of extensive regional field trips 
for groups of undergraduate students, which have morphed into “informed 
holidays” (a dozen since 1989) for groups of 18to 22 community adults, includ-
ing a 2-week excursion to Iceland in 2012. Jay and co-leaders have collaborated 
repeatedly on fieldwork in Iceland focusing on glacial processes, and was the 
Principle scientist for several EarthWatch programs at Bering Glacier.

Co-leader - Dr. Andrew J. Russell M.A., PhD., Professor of Physical Geog-
raphy and Head of Geography, School of Geography, Politics & Sociology, 
Newcastle University, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7R, UK. 
Andy’s extensive field research in Greenland and work on Skeiðarárjökull, 
(largest outlet glacier of Vatnajokull Icecap), Iceland includes mentoring sever-
al Ph.D. students dealing with the mechanism and documentation of outburst 
flood dynamics and landscape modification. He and Jay collaborated on Bering 
Glacier, Alaska during a period of glacier surging. As Principle Scientist, Andy 
organized and led multiple EarthWatch expeditions in Iceland, during which 
he was joined by Jay and GeoVenture Co-leader, Fiona Tweed.

Co-leader - Dr. Fiona Tweed, Ph.D., Professor, Geography Faculty of Sci-
ences, Staffordshire University, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire, ST4 2DF, UK. 
As a member of the faculty at Staffordshire University, Fiona offers courses 
related to glacial processes and geology in general. As with Andy, she has ex-
tensive research experience in Iceland, including the hydrology of jökulhlaups 
(outburst floods). Recently, she has focused her attention on catastrophic 
flooding associated with the volcanic eruption beneath Eyjafjallajökull in 2010 
and a broad scope of natural hazards and risks in Iceland leading to means of 
mitigation. She and Jay have been part of the science field staff with Andy Rus-
sell on several Iceland EarthWatch Programs.

Trip Leaders


