American Evaluation Association
Environmental Program Evaluation (EPE) TIG

Call for Proposals

Greetings to Environmental Program Evaluation TIG members!
 
This year’s American Evaluation Association’s (AEA) Annual Evaluation Conference will meet in Minneapolis October 24 through 27. We are excited to see what your recent contributions to environmental evaluation are! 

Your evaluation work regarding energy programs, climate change practices and policies, conservation biology, environmental policy and management, environmental and conservation education, or any other kind of environmental program are all welcome. 

There are many different formats for submissions from which you might choose, including:
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· Demonstrations
· Expert Lectures
· Intact multipaper sessions
· Single papers
· Roundtables
· Posters
· Skill-building workshops
· Think Tanks


And new this year: The Saturday Lunch Brown Bag Idea Exchange!  These are 45 minutes in length and do not even allow a formal presentation. Just provide a brief description of something you'd like to discuss with a few colleagues with similar interests. It's all talk, talk, talk! 

You are also invited to submit a proposal for a 3, 6, or 12 hour Professional Development Workshop.

Learn more about all the formats at http://www.eval.org/eval2012/12sessiontypes.htm 

Finally, AEA President Rodney Hopson has chosen a theme for 2012 that will resonate with environmental program evaluators. He writes:

Evaluation in Complex Ecologies: Relationships, Responsibilities, Relevance

Evaluation takes place in complex global and local ecologies where we evaluators play important roles in building better organizations and communities and in creating opportunities for a better world. Ecology is about how systems work, engage, intersect, transform, and interrelate. Complex ecologies are comprised of relationships, responsibilities, and relevance within our study of programs, policies, projects, and other areas in which we carry out evaluations.  

-Relationships. Concern for relationships obliges evaluators to consider questions such as: what key interactions, variables, or stakeholders do we need to attend to (or not) in an evaluation? Evaluations do not exist in a vacuum disconnected from issues, tensions, and historic and contextualized realities, systems, and power dynamics….

-Responsibilities. Attention to responsibilities requires evaluators to consider questions such as: what responsibilities, inclusive of and beyond the technical, do we evaluators have in carrying out our evaluations?... 

-Relevance. A focus on relevance leads to evaluations that consider questions such as: what relevance do our evaluations have in complex social, environmental, fiscal, institutional, and/or programmatic ecologies?...

We trust this theme will invoke some rich reflection, and we cannot wait to see what will surface from this fine bunch of evaluators!

You must submit your proposal via AEA’s website by midnight (eastern time zone) on Friday, March 20th, 2012. Instructions on submitting proposals can be found at: http://www.eval.org/eval2012/12proposals.htm
 
In addition to submitting proposals, there are other ways you might help the EPE TIG grow and succeed! Please consider the following:

   1. Volunteer to be a proposal reviewer.  We need input from the TIG membership on selection of the papers for presentation. If you are interested in serving as a reviewer, please contact Program Co-Chair, Nancy Carrillo (nancy@apexeduction.org). Each proposal is reviewed by three people, following a standard review rubric; and reviewers’ comments are returned to submitters for constructive feedback. 

  2. Invite others to attend the conference. Remind your colleagues that in addition to the EPE sessions, they may benefit from professional development workshops, vendor stands, and sessions offered by other TIGs that may be relevant to their work.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
   3. Consider Links with other TIGs.  The EPE TIG has cross-cutting interests relevant to many other TIGS.  If you have identified a topic you think would be of interest to another TIG, we will attempt to co-sponsor the session. Please note that towards the end of each submission form there is a box that requests 'Other Information;' please use that area to note a possible co-sponsorship opportunity.  Alternatively, contact Program Co-Chair Nancy Carrillo (nancy@apexeduction.org) directly.  Co-sponsored sessions tend to invite more attendees; and we all benefit from hearing multiple perspectives.


Best regards,
 
Your 2012 AEA Environmental Program Evaluation TIG Leadership Team

